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Tradition VS Scripture

he events surrounding the crucifixion and resurrection of

Jesus Christ have puzzled peopl ein morewaysthanone. The
puzzle being considered hereis how Jesus was buried for three days
and three nights between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning. A
quick count of daysrevealsthat thereareonly two nightsand oneday
between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning. This is puzzling
because Jesussaidin Matthew 12:40, “ For asJonaswasthreedaysand
threenightsinthewhal € sbelly; so shall the Son of man bethreedays
andthreenightsintheheart of theearth.” Y ou see, Jesusspecifiedthree
daysandthreenightsrather than generalizethetimeby saying, “ about
three days.”

In order to get an accurate counting of daysand nights, consider
thetimeof Christ’ sburial. Matthew 27:57& 58reveal sthetimeof Jesus
burial saying“Whentheevenwascome, ... Joseph ... begged the body
of Jesus....” In other words, Jesus was buried at the end of theday, in
the evening. So our count of daysand nights must begin with thefirst
night not the first day.

Additionally, we must consider when Jesus was resurrected and
leftthetomb. Mark 16:2 says, “ Andvery early inthemorning thefirst
day of theweek, they cameuntothe sepul chreat therising of thesun.”
Whenthewomen cametothetomb, thestonewasalready rolled away,
and an angel inthetomb told them, “Benot affrighted: Y e seek Jesus
of Nazareth, whichwascrucified: heisrisen; heisnot here: beholdthe
place where they laid him.” So, Jesus was already gone before the
women cametothetombvery early Sunday morning. Thismeansthat
Jesus was out of the tomb before dawn.

Are you counting? How many nights are there between Friday
evening and Sunday morning? Two nightsand one day isall one can
squeeze in between Good Friday and resurrection Sunday. Do we
resort to Scriptural gymnastics and twist the meaning of Jesus
statements saying that He said this but really meant something el se?
Of course not. Thereis a solution to the apparent problem.
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Crucifixion Wednesday

4 Tablel N
Nights Days
Friday night
Saturday night Saturday
2 nights 1 day

First, because Jesus was raised before Sunday morning, three
days and three nights after being buried, it is obvious that Jesus was
not crucified and buried on Friday. “ Good Friday” isaday designated
by tradition of mennot by Scripture. Romans 3:4 remindsusthat when
traditions are contrary to Scripture, “let God betrue, but every man a
liar.”

To figure out which day Jesus died, we count backwards from
Sunday. Counting three days and three nights prior to Sunday morn-
ing, brings us to Thursday morning.

Table2
Nights Days
Saturday night Saturday
Friday night Friday
Thursday night Thursday
3 nights 3 days

But, according to Matthew 27:57-60, Jesus was buried in the
evening not in the morning. So then, we have to consider that Jesus
was not raised Sunday morning but Saturday evening.

Counting backwardsthreedaysandthreenightsprior to Saturday
evening, brings us to Wednesday evening.

Table3
Nights Days
Friday night Saturday
Thursday night Friday
Wednesday night Thursday
3 nights 3 days
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Tradition VS Scripture

4 This scenario conforms to the three days and three nights that\
Jesus spent in the grave, and placesthe burial of Jesusinthe evening.
However, thereareacoupleof other questionsthat must beanswered.

Was Jesus resurrected on Saturday or Sunday?

Jesus was resurrected on Sunday the first day of the week.
However, Hewasal ready gonebeforethedawning of Sunday morning
whenthewomen arrived. Aswealready noticed, Jesus could not have
spent Saturday night in the grave prior to Sunday morning, so when
on Sunday was He resurrected?

It may surpriseyou to learn that Jesus arose from the grave after
6:00pm Saturday evening. For the twentieth century, this is the
beginning of Saturday evening. But for the Jews, two thousand years
ago, thiswasthe beginning of Sunday. Even now, the weekly Jewish
Sabbath, which is Saturday, beginsat 6:00 p.m. Friday evening and
ends Saturday eveningat 6:00pm. Accordingto Jewishtime, by leaving
the grave after 6:00pm Saturday evening, Jesus arose on Sunday.

Let’s consider this point more. For Jews, each day began in the
evening at 6:00pm. Thus, atwenty-four hour day is described asthe
"evening and the morning" not the "morning and the evening."

Have you ever noticed the description of the six daysof creation
in the book of Genesis? Genesis 1.5 says, “ And the evening and the
morning werethefirst day.” The dayswere described asthe evening
andthemorning, notthemorningandtheevening. For Jews, six o' clock
inthe evening wasthebeginning of anew day. By Biblical reckoning,
Jesuswas crucified Wednesday and wasin the grave that same night,
whichwould be Thursday night for the Jews. Counting the nightsand
daysBiblically, of Jesus' timespentinthegrave, after Hiscrucifixion
on Wednesday, would ook like the following.

Table4
Nights Days
Thursday night Thursday
Friday night Friday
Saturday night Saturday
\_ 3 nights 3 days )
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4 Noticethat Tables 3 and 4 are the same except for the naming ch
the days and nights. Table threeis how we name the days and nights
today. Table4 showshow the daysand nightsare named inthe Bible.

Thefirst day of the week for the Jew began Saturday evening at
6:00pm. Thiswasthebeginning of Sunday. Biblically, Sunday begins
inthe evening. So if Jesusrose at the beginning of thefirst day of the
week, it would have been in the evening not inthe morning. Whenthe
women cameto Histomb early Sunday morning, Hewasal ready gone.
Infact, Histomb had been empty all night!

What about the Sabbath day?

Luke23:53-54 saysthat theburial of Jesuswastheday befor ethe
Sabbath. Because Saturday isther egular Sabbath of theweek, many
assume that Christ had to be crucified on Friday.

However, John19:31 explainsthat thiswasnot theregular, weekly
Sabbath on Saturday, saying, “ The Jewstherefore, becauseit wasthe
preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the
sabbathday, (for that sabbath day wasanhighday,) ....” Inother words,
Jesus was crucified and buried the day before a High Sabbath not a
regular Saturday Sabbath.

What is a high Sabbath?

A Sabbath isaday set aside for devotion to God when no work
istobedone. Saturday wastheregular, weekly Sabbath. Other Sabbath
days that did not fall on Saturday were called high Sabbaths. They
could occur onany day of theweek. AsJohn 19:31indi cates, Jesuswas
crucified ontheday of preparation beforethefirst day of the Passover
feast. Accordingto Leviticus23:5-7, God told I srael that, “Inthefirst
day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work
therein.” Thefirst day of the Passover occurred on the 15th day of the
month Abib every year and wasa Sabbath day. If it occurred on aday
other than Saturday, it was called a high day. Thus, if Jesus was
crucified on Wednesday, then Thursday was the high Sabbath. This
conformsto what the Bible saysin John 19:31.
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/Summary )

The following points summarize what has been discussed.
1. Jesus was in the grave three days and three nights.

2. Jesus was buried in the |ate afternoon.

3. Jesus was gone before dawn Sunday morning.

4. Each new day began in the evening.

5. Jesus was buried the day before the high Sabbath.

Inlight of Biblical information, Jesuswas crucified on Wednes-
day. After spending three days and three nightsin the grave, He was
resurrected shortly after Saturday in the evening.

Study guide

1. How many daysand nightsdid Jesusspendinthegrave?
(Matthew 12:40)

2. Atwhat timeof day wasJesusburied?(Matthew 27:57& 58)

3. When did thewomen seethat Jesus’ grave was empty?
(Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1-2, 9; Luke 24:1)

4.Whatisthelatest timeof theday that Jesuscould havebeen
resurrected?(John20:1)

5. What istheearliest timeof theday that Jesuscould have
been resurrected? (Matthew 27:63; Mark 8:31)

6. Why did the Jews not want Jesus hanging on the cross?
(John19:31)

7.What isahigh Sabbath?

8.Whendideachday officially beginintheBibleandfor the
\_ Jews?(Genesis1:5) Y.
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((ey Verses \

Matthew 12:40 “For as Jonas was three days and three nightsin
thewhal €' sbelly; soshall the Son of manbethreedaysandthreenights
in the heart of the earth”

Matthew 27:57&58 “When the even was come, ... Joseph ...
begged the body of Jesus....

John 19:31 “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation,
that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day,
(for that sabbath day was an high day,) ....”

Leviticus23:5-7 “Inthefirst day ye shall have an holy convoca
tion: ye shall do no servilework therein.”

Genesis1:5"“ Andtheeveningandthemorningwerethefirstday.”

Matthew 28:6 “Heis not here: for heisrisen ashe said.”
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