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PREFACE

By thetime | began college, | wasfull of questionsabout God, about Biblical teachings, and about life. | was
searching for answersbut found few until | joined aBible study group that specializedin Biblical apologetics. Our
mission was First Peter 3:15 which says, “ But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready alwaysto give
ananswer to every manthat askethyou areason of thehopethat isinyouwith meeknessandfear.” | had funhearing
and learning answers to my questions. The enjoyment of study increased when | was saved and met Bro. Brian
Disney. Every week we met to discuss more questions | had thought of. His answers and studies gave me a
framework to continue my Biblical studies and pursuit of answers.

Like many people today, unanswered questions prevented me from listening to the Gospel, from respecting
Christian people, and from giving my lifeto Christ for salvation. No wonder the Bible commands usto be ready
to give an answer. The salvation of souls depends on it. Granted, most people do not ask all the questionsin this
book. But every question hasbeen asked at sometime by someoneand many have been asked many times. Having
answers does help to bring people to Christ. Having good answers that make sense gains respect for Biblical
teaching. Having answers from the Bible gives authority.

In addition, unanswered questions cause Christians to shy away from witnessing and teaching Bible studies.
A frequent excuse | hear for not witnessing isfear of not knowing what to say when asked questions. Fortunately,
thereareonly afew questionsthat arefrequently asked. Onceyoulearnto answer about ten questions, you caneasily
witness to most people.

Unanswered questions al so produce weak and intimidated Christians. Christians need answersto increasein
boldness. Proverbs 24:5 says, “A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength.” Many
Christianslivein doubt and lack conviction about what the Bible teaches. Many are ashamed of Biblical positions
that oppose secular claimsand challenges. Thisisadespicable and unnecessary attitude to have toward the Bible
and God. The Bibleisawaysright and defendable. It is up to Christians to overcome laziness and to work hard
to study and pray for the good answers.

Perhaps the answersin this book will help ateacher, boost the confidence of a Christian, satisfy a confused
mind, and convinceaskeptic. Many peoplel havetaught havesaid how hel pful it wastothemto havetheir questions
answered. | would haveliked to have abook like thiswhen | was searching for answers. Most importantly, | pray
that you will be convinced that the Bible does have answersto all questions and be stimulated to be a student of
theBible!







4 FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS

s there really a God?

Y es. In addition to millions of testimonies of people who know God, thereisundeniable, scientific evidence
for hisexistenceaswell. Thefirst law of thermodynamics states that energy cannot be created by natural means.
Thisisalaw becauseit has been demonstrated to be true 100% of the time. But everything that exists is made of
energy in different forms. The only conclusion about the origin of energy in the universe, in light of ascientific
law, isthat it must have been created supernaturally. To say thereisno Godisto contradict ascientificlaw. Honest
people are forced by scientific observations and objectivity to conclude that there is a God.

The second law of thermodynamics states that usable energy cannot be increased in a closed system.
Observation of our universe shows that usable energy is decreasing like a clock winding down. However, the
universe, likeaclock, cannot wind down unlessit had original usableenergy. Theonly conclusion about theorigin
of thisusable energy isthat it began supernaturally. ThereisaGod.

Who is the real God?

Of themany religionsin theworld, thereare only afew personal claimsto being God. Jesus Christistheonly
one who claimed to be God and proved it. His empty tomb stands as a testimony to the fact. In addition,
eyewitnesses of Jesus being alive after his crucifixion willingly died for their claims. People will lie to save
themselves from torture and death. However, no oneiswilling to diefor alie. The only rational explanation for
their willing martyrdom isthat Jesusistruly alive thereby proving His claim that He isindeed God.

Where in the Bible is Jesus said to be God?

John 1:14 refersto Jesus asthe Word saying, “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld
hisglory, theglory asof the only begotten of the Father). John 1:1 says of thisWord whom we know as Jesus, that
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” In John 10:33, the Jews
say they want to stone Him “for blasphemy; and becausethat [He], being aman, makest [Himself] God.” In John
20:28, the apostle Thomas called Jesus “My Lord and my God.”

What is the meaning of “the inspired word of God?”

This phrase describes the way in which God wrote the Bible. Second Timothy 3:16 saysthat, “ All scripture
isgiven by inspiration of God.” And Second Peter 1:21 explains, “ For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” In other words, God recorded
Hismessageto usthrough prophetswho were under the control of the Spirit of God. Godinspired propheticwriter
with the very words He selected.

Why is the Bible considered inspired?

First of all, it containsthe message and life history of Jesus Christ. Jesuscameto teach, anditisnot surprising
that Herecorded Hismessageinwriting. Further, Heproved Himself to be God, and therefore, Heisabletoinspire
and preserve Hismessage. | n spite of thousands of attemptsto discredit it, the Bible continuesto stand asthefinal
authority ontruth, without error, and without contradictionwithinitspages. Itsmessage of morality hasbeen shown
toproducethebest peopl e, families, societies, and governments. Science continuesto makediscoveriessupporting
Biblical claimssuch asthediscovery of the“pathsinthesea,” theinnumerabl eness of the stars, the creation of the
universe, and life requiring blood. Each of these discoveries showed the popular opinion of the day to be wrong
andtheBibletoberight. Moreover, theBiblecontainssixty-six bookswritten by over forty different men of greatly
different experiences, socia status, economic status, geographical locations, andtimeperiods. Y et, they all agree.
That isamiracleinitself!.

How can the Bible be inspired by one God but show the differences in writing styles of the prophets?
God used the vocabulary of each prophet to write His message through them. Like a writer with pens of
differing ink colors and writing points, God wrote his book to man.

- /
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Bible Answersto Bible Questions

AVhat makes the King James Bible better than other English translations? N
TheKJV wastrand ated from the Received Text or Mg ority Text in Greek and the Massorete Text in Hebrew

for the Old Testament. Other English trandlations are from eclectic textswhich were produced to beinclusive and

representative of all manuscripts rather than accurately representative of the original, inspired writings.

What is wrong with English translations other than the King James Bible?

TheBibleistheinspired word of God and “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
inrighteousness’ (Second Timothy 3:16). If theBibleisto betrustworthy, thenit must not bewrong. Contemporary
English trandlations have introduced error into their Bibles. For example, in Mark 1:2, the KJV Bible quotesthe
“prophets’ Isaiah and Malachi. Other English trandations attribute the same quote to Isaiah only. If a reader
searchesthrough Isaiah for the full quote, he will not find it. He concludes that the Bibleiswrong. In Luke 2:33,
theKJV Biblerefersto Josephand Jesus' mother. Inother Englishtrangations, JosephisreferredtoasJesus’ father.
But Jesusisthe only begotten Son of God because God isHis Father. Again the reader isled to conclude that the
Bibleismisleading or wrong. Caution must be taken when reading it. In Isaiah 14:12, the KJV Bible says, “How
artthoufalenfromheaven, O Lucifer, son of themorning!” Other English translations say that the* morning star”
isfallenfrom heavenrather than Lucifer. Theonly other mention of theterm*“morning star” isin Revelation 22: 16
when JesuscallsHimself “thebright and morning star.” Such blatant wrongnessin atranslation makesit completely
untrustworthy. No wonder many people are returning to and prefer the KJV over other translations.

Why insist on using an Old English Bible translation rather than a contemporary English Bible
translation?

Besides being the best English trandlation, Old English words in the KJV like “thee” and “thou” are more
accurateand distinct Englishwordtrangl ationsof Greek and Hebrew. For exampl e, Second Samuel 7:23 says, “ And
what onenationintheearthislikethy people, evenlikelsrael, whom God went to redeem for apeopleto himself,
and to make him aname, and to do for you great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou
redeemedst to thee from Egypt.” Thee, thou, and thy are second person singular, whereas, you, ye, and your are
second person plural. Thishelpsthe reader keep tract of who isbeing spoken of or to. In Luke 22:31-32, itiseasy
to follow who Jesusis addressing when He says, “ Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he
may sift you aswheat: but | have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren.” Though Jesus was speaking to Simon and praying for him personally, He indicated that Satan was
wantingtosiftall of theapostles. Asfor other archaicwords, therearevery few wordsand, therefore, easily learned.

Why did God create us?

Revelation 4:11 givesthe answer saying, “ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasurethey are and were created.” We are created for the pleasure of
God. Toappreciatethisstatement, weneedtorealizethat because Godislove, Heispleased by givingtoand caring
for us. Romans 8:17 tells us that He expresses thislove by making it possible for usto be heir to al that He has
created by making usjoint heirswith Christ. He hasliterally givento useverything, including Hisownlife. There
isnogreater lovethanthis. Thisistheloveof Godtoward us. Godispleased by pleasing us. Thisiswhy Hecreated
us.

What is the meaning of life?

The meaning of lifeis determined by our Creator who designed us and determined what life should mean to
us. John 5:11-12, indicates “that God hath given to us eternal life, and thislifeisin his Son. He that hath the Son
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” From thisverse, we know that God intends for usto
haveeternal lifeandthat thislifeisin JesusChrist. Thus, themeaning of lifeisinestablishing apersonal relationship
with Jesus Christ..
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4 SALVATION )

What must | do to be saved?
TheBiblesays: (1) Believein Jesus Christ (John 3:15-16), (2) Repent of your sins(Luke 13:3), (3) Call upon
Jesus Christ to save you (Romans 10:13).

Is there anything else | must do to be saved?

No. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “ For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Any effort onyour part to get to heavenisawork. Y ou must depend
completely on the work of Jesus.

Are believing, repenting, and calling works?

No. (1) TheBiblesaysin Galatians2:16, “...even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might bejustified
by faith of Christ, and not by theworks of thelaw: for by theworks of thelaw shall no flesh bejustified.” Because
the Bible says salvation is not by works, Its exhortation to believe, repent, and call cannot be considered works.
(2) Believing, repenting, and calling are acknowledgments to God that you are helpless and in need of His help.
Thus, thesethings are asurrender of yourself to God’ smercy rather than an attempt to impressHim for areward.

How can you be so certain that you are saved?

Because First John 5:13 says that you can know that you have eternal life if you believe in Jesus Christ.
Confidenceinyour salvationisdirectly related to your confidencein Jesus Christ. | know with 100% certainty that
| am saved because | am 100% confident in Jesus Christ.

Being so confident about your salvation sounds arrogant.

If my confidence was in myself, my works, and my accomplishments, | would be arrogant. However, my
confidence isin the person, the works, and the accomplishments of Jesus Christ, not myself. | place al of my
confidence in Him because | have no confidence in my ability to get into heaven. Moreover, | know | would not
be able to sustain any effort on my part to secure my salvation. However, | know that Jesus' effortswill endure
perfectly forever.

Is it possible to believe in God and not in Jesus Christ for salvation?

No. Acts4:12 says, “ Neither isthere salvation in any other: for thereis none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.” In John 14:6, Jesus says of Himself, “| am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

If a person accepts Christ as Lord and Savior, does it mean that his past, present and future sins are
forgiven?

When a person is saved, his past sins are forgiven (Romans 3:25). He also experiences the new birth which
resultsinanew nature spiritually. Thisnew natureisimputed with the righteousness of God (Second Corinthians
5:21; Romans3:22; 4:11). Inother words, aChristian hastwo natures: (1) intheflesh, heremainscarnal and sinful,
and (2) spiritually heisrighteousand cannot sin. Thisiswhy Paul saidin Romans 7:22 that hedelighted inthelaw
after the inward man though in the body he always sinned. Further, this new, spiritual nature explains why First
John 3:9 saysthat those born of God cannot sin (inthe Greek: not ableto sin). Thus, there are no present or future
sinsthat affect the salvation of believers. In light of Romans 6:23, a Christian cannot lose his salvation because
hisinward man cannot sin. If you do not sin, you do not die. Thisisthereason for eternal security of the believer.
The unchanged body on the other hand, dies and never makesit to heaven. Instead, the saintswill receive anew
glorified body. No versein the Bible saysthat sins are forgiven past, present, and future.

If one cannot lose his salvation, how do you explain Revelation 22:19?

Revelation 22:19 isasevere warning to those who would alter the message of John’ srevelation. Becausethe
Bibleisclear that one cannot lose his salvation, having one's part in the book of life refersto loss of inheritance
not salvation. Thebiblical crossreferencefor thisisFirst Corinthians3:11-15. Specifically, verse 15indicatesthat
\- J
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fosswill be suffered, but hewill still be saved. Inthe book of life, one’ snameisrecorded for salvation and for hiy
subsequent and rightful inheritance. If one squandershisinheritance, asdid the prodigal son (Luke 15:11), hewill
suffer loss, and hispart regarding hisinheritancewill betakenaway, including hispartintheholy city, and blessings
described in the book of Revelation. Verses of the Bible do not contradict one another, interpretations do. Such
passages are good because they challenge you to study and meditate carefully on the Word of God. It makesyou
abetter student of theWord. A harmonizing of the. Scripturesisthe meansto discovering thetruth of Itsmessage.
By drawing on the principles established throughout the Bibl e, one can determine what apassage doesor does not
mean.

Can | lose my salvation once | am saved?
No (First Corinthians 3:15).

Is it possible for a Christian to lose his salvation?

No. Onceyouaresaved, youareawayssaved. Thisiscalled eternal security. Psalm 37:28 says, “ For theLORD
loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever.” Jude 1:1 saysthat those sanctified by
God are“ preservedin Jesus Christ.” In John 10:28, Jesus says, “| give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” Thisiswhy spiritual lifein Christiscalled eternal life.
Itisarelationship with Jesus Christ (life) that will never end (eternal).

Why is it impossible for Christians to lose their salvation?

ThereasonaChristian cannot | osehissalvationisbecauseat themoment of salvation, God makeshimrighteous
spiritually (Second Corinthians5:21). God cannot sin becauseHeisrighteous. Therefore, if youaremadewith His
righteousness, you cannot sin. Further, because death isthe consequence of sin, if you cannot sin, you cannot die.

How can you say that a Christian cannot sin when it is obvious that Christians do sin?

First John 3:9 says, “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he
cannot sin, because heisborn of God.” Therearetwo naturesin aChristian. Inthe physical flesh or outward man,
thereissin (Romans 7:17-18). In the spirit or inward man, thereis righteousness and therefore conformity to the
law of God (Romans 7:22). Christians strugglewith temptationsto sinintheflesh. Thispart of the Christianisnot
born again. However, spiritually, they are born again and always servethelaw of God and cannot sin. Thus, when
aChristian dies, hissinful body staysin the grave, but his righteous spirit goes to heaven.

Does John 9:41 indicate that one is saved because he realizes he is a sinner regardless of his belief in
Jesus Christ?

No. Jesusis explaining to the Phariseesthat they will remain sinners aslong asthey deny that they have sin.
Confession of sinisessential to having your sinsforgiven. The context shows that thisis not to the exclusion of
believingin Jesus Christ (John 9:35-38). Jesusis addressing Phari seeswho are upset because Jesushealed ablind
man. This healed man came to Jesus and confessed believing in Him as the Son of God. Jesus used thisincident
of giving sight to ablind man to teach the Phari sees about judgment that comesto those who are blind to their sins
(denial). Thisis especialy relevant because the Pharisees had told the healed man that he could not teach them
because hewasbornin sins (John 9:34), implying of coursethat they werewithout sin. Further indication of their
own spiritual blindnessistheir denial of Jesusasthe sinless Son of God (John 9:24). Jesus put themintheir place.
Read the entire passage, John 9:1-41, and you will seethat the point isabout sin and believing in Christ, not about
seeing sin without believing in Jesus Christ.

Does God really want to save everyone?

Y es. Second Peter 3:9 states, “ The Lord isnot slack concerning hispromise, assome men count slackness; but
is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” First
Timothy 2:4 statesthat it is God' sdesirefor, “al men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of thetruth.”
And First Timothy 2:6 states that Jesus “ gave himself aransom for al, to be testified in duetime.” Hebrews 2:9
declares that Jesus “ by the grace of God should taste death for every man.”

- /
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Af Jesus died for everyone, is everyone saved? N

No. Salvation for everyone is made possible because of Jesus death. However, this only makes the gift of
salvation available. To be saved, one must accept this gift and surrender hislifeto Christ. Aswith the marriage
supper parablein Matthew 22:4-8, the meal was paid and provided for everyone, but only those who accepted the
invitation benefited from it.

Do works contribute to salvation because they result from faith?

No. Thefruit of worksresulting fromfaith occursbecause one hasaready been saved by faith. Salvation does
not result because of works or the continuance of works. Onceyou are saved, you are always saved because of the
perfect and enduringwork of Christinvolvedinyour salvation. Worksare evidenceof your salvation and your true
faithin Christ, not your ticket to be saved. Galatians 2: 16 showsthat unlikefaith and belief, worksand thelaw are
not the means of salvation saying, “amanisnot justified by the works of the law, but by thefaith of Jesus Christ,
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of
the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh bejustified.” Galatians 3:11 explains, “that no man isjustified
by thelaw in the sight of God, it isevident: for, thejust shall live by faith.” These versesare very clear that faith
isassociated with belief for salvation and that worksisassociated with law which will not save you. Romans 3:28
says, “therefore we conclude that aman is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”

If works is not a part of salvation, how do you explain James 2:247?

The context of this verse involves demonstrating to men that you have faith in God (James 2:18). Thus,
Abraham isused as an example of being justified in the eyes of God with faith and justified in the eyes of men by
works. No where in this passage is there mention of works resulting in salvation. Romans 4.2 corroborates this
explanationby saying, “if Abrahamwerejustified by works, hehathwhereof toglory; but not before God.” Romans
4:5-6 says, “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, hisfaith is counted for
righteousness. Even as David al so describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness
without works.” To say that Jamesteachesthat Abraham or anyone el seissaved by worksisto contradict explicit
passages of the Bible.

What is the meaning of being “born of water” in John 3:5?

“Born of water” refersto the process of breaking watersfrom thewomb in physical birth. Jesusisexplaining
to Nicodemusthat in order to see the kingdom of heaven, it isnecessary to be born physically and then to be born
again spiritually. Jesus explainsthe meaning of “born of water” inverses6 & 7 saying, “that which isborn of the
fleshisflesh; and that whichisborn of the Spiritisspirit. Marvel not that | said unto thee, Y emust be born again.”
Someerroneously usethisverseto suggest that water bapti smistheborn again experience. However, among other
problems this explanation poses, thiswould involve three births: (1) of the flesh, (2) of water baptism, and (3) of
the Spirit. The passage isvery clear about posing only two births: of the flesh and of the spirit.

Is salvation by repentance and faith or by faith and repentance?

Thesephrasesare sometimeused toindicatewhich comesfirstinsalvation: faith or repentance. TheBiblesays
that both arenecessary (Ephesians2:8-9and Luke 13:3). However, faith precedesrepentanceand givesoneareason
to repent. Romans 10:17 saysthat faith comes when one hears the Gospel. Subsequently, a person who believes
the truth of the Gospel, the guilt of personal sin, and the need for mercy and salvation in Jesus Christ, will repent
and turn hislife over to Christ. Without an understanding of the Gospel gained through faith, thereis no need to
repent.

Is having faith the same as believing?

No. Hebrews 11:1 explains that “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Further, Hebrews 11:3 showsthat, “ Through faith we understand that theworldswereframed by theword of God,
so that thingswhich are seen were not made of thingswhich do appear.” Thus, faith enables usto understand and
provides us with spiritual evidence of truths that require spiritual discernment. Believing is our response to the
understanding gained by faith. Because the words are closely associated, they are often used interchangeably as
synonyms. However, they are different.

- /
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AVhen is a believer actually saved: now or later? N

Themoment onebelieves, heissaved. Thereisnowaiting period. In John 3:18, Jesus says, “ Hethat believeth
on himisnot condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already.” This statement shows that as soon as
one believes, heisno longer condemned. Moreover, in John 5:24, Jesus saysthat, “Verily, verily, | say untoyou,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death untolife.” Believershaveeternal lifenow, will never be condemned | ater,
and areimmediately passed into life from death. First John 3:14 also confirmsthis by saying, “We know that we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.” Knowing that we have passed from death unto
life indicates that we know we are saved now.

Is it possible that God will give everyone one more chance to repent and believe after we die?

No. Jesus saysin John 8:24, “| said therefore unto you, that ye shall dieinyour sins: for if ye believe not that
| amhe, yeshall dieinyour sins.” Also, Hebrews 9:27 says, “ And asit isappointed unto men onceto die, but after
this the judgment.” These passages show that you must believe before you die because after death, you will be
judged.

What does it mean to die in your sins?

Ezekiel 3:20 showsthat thismeansthat God will not remember any good doneforever by saying, “ Again, When
arighteous man doth turn from hisrighteousness, and commit iniquity, and | lay astumblingblock before him, he
shall die: becausethou hast not given himwarning, heshall diein hissin, and hisrighteousnesswhich hehath done
shall not be remembered; but his blood will | require at thine hand.”

Why does God use men instead of angels to preach the Gospel?
God usesmen because changed livesarewhat convinces peopl e of the power and truth of the Gospel message.
God couldhaveusedrocks, trees, animal s. However, thesewoul d become common placeexperiencesandignored.

s it possible to be born again without a born again “experience?”

Having an experienceor memory of feelingsisnotimportant to sal vation. Being bornagainoccurswhen Christ
savesyou in response to your acceptance of Hisgift for salvation. The new birth refersto the change that occurs
inyouspiritually. Any experienceother thanthisdependson one’ spersonal responsetotherealization of what God
has done to them. However, such “experiences,” if they occur, are the result of salvation and not the cause of
salvation. Therefore, it is possible to be born again and not have an emotional experience.

Why do many believe there is no hope for those who die without knowing Christ?

Acts4:12 says, “ Neither istheresalvationinany other: for thereisnoneother nameunder heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” Also, John 3:18 says, “Hethat believeth on him isnot condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
For this reason, we believe that salvation comes only through Jesus Christ.

Will you still be condemned to hell even if you sincerely think you are saved but you really are not
saved?

Y es. Thedefinition of salvationisthat you are saved from condemnation. Salvationisonly for thosewho trust
in Jesus Christ to forgive them of sin and to give them eternal life. Sincerity in any other person will not saveyou
(Acts4:12). Sincerity in workswill not save you (Matthew 7:22-23).

14
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4 SIN )

What is sin?

Sinisanything that is contrary to thewill God. Therefore, failure to conform to any part of God' slaw issin.
First John 3:4 says, “Whosoever committeth sintransgresseth also thelaw: for sinisthetransgression of thelaw.”
And because God isrighteous, and everything He doesisright, then all unrighteousnessissin (First John 5:17).
Also, becausefaith enables oneto understand God’ swill, then “whatsoever isnot of faithissin” (Romans 14:23).
Still further, James 4:17 explains that “to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to himitissin.”

Are some sins worse than others?

Y es. Obviously adultery, homosexuality, or murder are greater sinsthan driving faster than the speed limit or
giving someone aproud look. When God gave | srael their laws, the rule of punishment was eyefor eye and tooth
for tooth (Exodus21:24). Thisshowsthat punishment should equal the crime, and some punishmentsweregreater
than others because the sins were greater.

If some sins are worse than others, why is it often said that to God all sins are the same?

As Romans 6:23 points out, “the wages of sin isdeath.” All sins, regardless of which ones, are worthy of
condemnation. A personwho never commits“big” sinslikemurder, rape, adultery, etc. will be condemned to hell
the same as one who has committed all of the“big” sins. Thereason for thisisthat sin of any kind in one'slifeis
evidenceof asin nature. Thus, James2:10 says, “whosoever shall keep thewholelaw, and yet offend in onepoint,
heisguilty of all.” With God, sinisaheart issue. What you do is simply amanifestation of what you are. Thisis
why salvation requiresthe miracle of being born again and being given anew righteous nature (First Corinthians
5:21). God must changewhat you areto makeyou qualified to enter heaven. Doing your best isnever good enough
to be saved because you cannot change what you are.

Where in the Bible does it say that all sins are the same?

In Matthew 5:19, Jesus says, “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall
teachmen so, heshall becalledthel east inthekingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teachthem, thesame
shall becalled great in the kingdom of heaven.” Theideahereisthat even theleast of all commandsisjust asbad
asany other. For example, Matthew 5:21-22 says, “ Y e have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt
not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall bein danger of the judgment: But | say unto you, That whosoever isangry
with hisbrother without acause shall bein danger of thejudgment: and whosoever shall say to hisbrother, Raca,
shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall bein danger of hell fire.”

Do we sin because we are sinners, or are we sinners because we sin?

We sin because we are sinners. Jeremiah 17:9 tells us that “The heart is deceitful above al things, and
desperately wicked.” Also, Romans 3:10 says, “Asit iswritten, There is none righteous, no, not one.” Further,
DavidsaidinPsalms51:5“Behold, | wasshapenininiquity; andinsindid my mother conceiveme.” The Scriptures
arevery clear about concluding all under sin because everyoneisbornwith asinful nature. Adam and Eve, onthe
other hand, were sinners because they sinned. It wasthis same nature that we now possess. However, up until the
time they sinned, they were not sinful or sinners.

Do we inherit a sin nature from our parents?
Yes. Youinherit the sin nature that has been passed on from generation to generation since thetime of Adam
and Eve.

Does having a sin nature mean that I inherit guilt or does it mean, as some would say, that | just inherit
a “want to” or desire to sin?

Romans5:12tellsusthat “ Wherefore, asby oneman sin entered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” The sin naturewhich allowsusto sinisinherited, but each of usare
guilty of sin only when we sin.

- /
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Af 1 inherit a sin nature with an inclination to sin, then is God promoting sin? )

No. You receive your sin nature from Adam not from God. Adam was created perfect and without sin.
However, hewascreated with the ability to disobey God. At thetime, he had only onelaw that hewasaccountable
for in the garden: do not eat thefruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. When he ate thefruit, hiseyes
were open to know good and evil, which isthe law. Knowing the law makes us accountable. When hiseyeswere
opened, he became accountable for all the law. The sin in the garden illustrates the truth of James 2:10 “For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”

If we inherit a sinful nature, then why do most believe that babies will go to heaven?

Babiesgo to heaven because they are not accountablefor sin. Personal accountability occurswhenthey more
mature enough to understand right and wrong. Paul’ s personal testimony of this fact establishes this truth. In
Romans 7:9, he says, “For | was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and
| died.” Thelaw existed before hewasborn. Therefore, what hemeansby being alivewithout thelaw isbeing alive
without accountability toit.

Why are babies allowed into heaven though they still have a sin nature?

Condemnation and separation from God is based on our choice in moral awareness. Though babies possess
asin nature, they are not accountablefor theresulting sinsof their nature. Weare guilty of sinand condemned for
sinonly when we are morally aware of thelaw. Wherethereisno law (moral accountability), thereisno sin; and
where there is no sin, there is no death. In Romans 7:9, Paul described the transition from innocence to
accountability saying, “For | was alive without thelaw once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and
| died.”

If humans are sinners by nature, why did Jesus tell the woman to go and sin no more (John 8:11)?
Therearetwo correct waysto understand His statement. First, the priority concernwould befor thewoman's
soul, and thiswould require that she be saved and receive anew nature (arighteous nature through the new birth).
Having anew natureof righteousnessmeansthat shewould nolonger sin, and subsequently, shewould bequalified
to go to heaven. Second, Jesus would command her not to sin anymore (do not commit adultery again) because
thisistheright thing to do. Throughout the Bible, God exhorts people not to sin. Likewise, even as Christians, we
are exhorted not to sin (Galatians 5:25).

Why does God tolerate the influence of sin as long as He does?

Second Peter 3:9tellsusthat God islongsuffering and not willing that any should perish. God wantseveryone
tohaveevery opportunity tobesaved. Heisnot quick todestroy people. Thefiresof hell aretoo horribleto condemn
people too soon. God knows the right time to call everything to an end.

Why does God allow man to sin and be condemned?

God made man different thantherest of creation. Rather than create another tree, arock, or abug that possess
no compassion and ability to love, God created man. Unlike other creatures, man has moral awareness and
responsibility. Man’s greater abilities come with greater expectations and accountability.

Must God punish sin and condemn souls to hell?

Y es. God isrighteous and just. He cannot allow sin to go unpunished. Allowing sin to go unpunished would
make Him unrighteous and unjust. Thisisimpossible for God to do. However, if God did let sin go unpunished,
creation would be without law and order. It would be chaos forever. God’s consistency is what gives hope for
triumph of law and order, peace and safety, and eternal security.

Were Adam and Eve created sinful?

No. They were created perfect and sinless. However, the fact that they sinned showed that they did not have
arighteous nature because arighteous nature cannot sin. Their nature allowed them to choose sin. Up until they
sinned, they were not sinners nor considered unrighteous because they had not violated any laws.

- /
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Do we sin because Adam sinned? N
Y esand no. Y es because Romans 5:12 explainsthat sin entered the world (humanity) by one man, Adam. On
the other hand, we are condemned because we each choose to sin just as Adam chose to sin (Romans 5:14).

How did Adam introduce sin into the world?

Romans5:13-17 explainsthat beforeoneisjudged for sin, theremust bealaw. Thisshowsthat accountability
for sinisrequired before being judged. Knowledge of law makes us accountable, and law is a statement of good
and evil, right and wrong. Genesis 3.5, 22 tell usthat when Adam and Eve atethefruit of thetree of the knowledge
of good and evil, they became knowledgeabl e of thelaw. Thismadethem accountable and subsequently they died.
Itisthisknowledge of good and evil that Adam acquired that is passed on to us that makes us accountableto sin.
Romans 2:14-15 tells us that the law of God iswritten in the hearts of men. This makes all of us knowledgeable
of right and wrong and thus accountabl e to the law. If we chooseto sin, we die.

Is it possible to be not accountable for sin?

Y es. Paul indicated in Romans 7:8-9 that hewas alive until thelaw came. Becausethelaw existed prior to his
birth, he must have been referring to his awareness of the law. This is called moral awareness or age of
accountability. There was atimein Paul’ slife that he was not accountable for sin and aive.

Did the Jews understand the problem of sin?

Somedid, but nonehad an excusenot to understand. Ezekiel 18:4 saysthat thesoul that sinsshall die. The Jews
knew that sin was wrong. Further, Psalm 119:3 instructed the Jews that those blessed of God do not sin. But
everyonesins (Romans 3:23)! Thisinstruction wasto show them that they were not good enough to go to heaven.
They needed God' shelp! Thus, thelaw served asschool master to bring themand everyoneel seto Christ (Gal atians
3:24).

How does the Christian who has committed sin go on without continual fear that God will punish him
when he knows he deserves to be punished?

Itisimportant to remember, that the sin is past and the consequences are determined. Once restored through
confession and repentance, God wantsyou to do your very best by putting the past behind you and | ooking forward
toward the goal for the prize of the high calling. He has forgiven you, so now you should forgive yourself. Y ou
should strive to serve God, and live the remainder of your days walking in the Spirit.

Does God judge Christians for the present and future sins of the flesh?

Though these sins do not affect one’s salvation, Christians will be judged for them and suffer loss (First
Corinthians 3:15). This accountability showsthat Christians can and are expected to control the sinful desires of
the flesh.

Does Romans 6:23, which says the wages of sin is death, apply to Christians?

Y es. Because the body is not changed and remains carnal and sinful, it will die and not go to heaven. It is
replaced with a new glorified, sinless body at the resurrection of the saints. However, the born again spirit of a
Christian lives and goes to heaven because it no longer sins.

Why must a Christian ask for God’s forgiveness if his sins are already forgiven?

A Christian’ srelationshipwith Godisaffected by theway helivesintheflesh. Thoughsalvationisnot anissue,
andthebornagainspirit doesnot sin, acarnal Christian experiencesGod’ schastisement (Revelation 3:19) and loss
of His manifested personal pleasure (John 14:21, 23). Obedient Christians are blessed by the manifestation of
God' s friendship. When a Christian sins, he must restore his experience of pleasure and friendship with God by
confessing hissins and asking forgivenessjust as any parent-child relationship is restored when injured by sin.

Is a lost person capable of feeling bad when he sins?

Y es. Romans 2:15 indicates that thelost have asense of guilt for doing wrong saying, “Which shew thework
of thelaw writtenintheir hearts, their consciencea so bearing witness, and their thoughtsthe mean whileaccusing
or else excusing one another.” Feelings will vary from person to person, however, the experience of a guilty
conscience before God isreal.

- /
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1S it possible for a person to not feel guilty for doing wrong? N

Y es. Second Corinthians 4:4 describes the affect of Satan on the lost mind, “In whom the god of thisworld
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest thelight of the glorious gospel of Christ, who istheimage
of God, should shine unto them.” Likewise, Romans 1:28 saysthat there comes atime when God gives up on the
lost saying, “And even asthey did not liketo retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to areprobate
mind, to do those things which are not convenient.” Also, First Timothy 4:2 refersto adead conscience saying,
“Speaking liesin hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with ahot iron.”

JUDGMENT

Is it possible for people from isolated tribes to be saved?

Salvation is possible for people anywherein the world. A missionary shared in a conference how God used
himtoreach avillageinthe Amazon. During aflight to ameeting, the plane engine malfunctioned, and he crashed
in aremote area of the Amazon. People from atribe found him and took him to their village. He was taken to a
hut where an elderly lady lived. Shetold him that God had sent him to her because she knew there was a God but
did not know who He was. She asked God to send someone to her to tell her about Him. The missionary shared
the Gospel with her, and she prayed to accept JesusChristinto her heart. TheBiblical basisfor thisstory, and others
likeit, isthat God desiresthat all men be saved (First Timothy 2:4). He desires that none should perish (Second
Peter 3:9). Thus, we can conclude that anyone sincerely desiring to know Him will hear the Gospel.

s it possible for people who have never heard of the Gospel to be saved?

No. The apostle Paul wrotein Romans 1:16 that the Gospel of Christ isthe power of God unto salvation. Acts
4:12 tellsusthat salvation isin none other than Jesus Christ. Further, Jesus said in John 8:24, “...if ye believe not
that | anhe, yeshall dieinyour sins.” InJohn 14:6 He said, “...| amtheway, thetruth, and thelife: no man cometh
unto the Father but by me.”

How can God condemn people who have never heard the Gospel?

God does not condemn peopl e because they never heard the Gospel. He condemns them because of their sin.
Everyone choosesto sin, and therefore everyone deservesto die. Thewages of sinisdeath. Romans 1:18 tellsus
that the wrath of God is revealed to everyone who holds the truth in unrighteousness. Verse 19 tells us that
knowledge of God is manifest to them. Verse 20 saysthat the nature of God is clearly seen and understood from
the observation of creation and that they are without excuse. Romans 2:14-15 explain that people not instructed
inthe knowledge of God show the conscience of God’ slaw (knowledge of right and wrong) inthemselves. Thus,
people chooseto sin and reject God (Romans 1:21). Further, Romans 1:21 indicates that everyone knows God at
somepointintheirlifeby saying“whenthey knew God.” Therefore, everyonemakesaconsciousdecisiontoreject
Him. Romans 5:12 points out that all men die because all men have sinned. Thus, condemnationisfor sin, not for
failing to hear the Gospel.

Why did God create people if He knew they would sin and end up in hell?

God’ sknowledgeof peopl e sfreewill decisionstoreject Himishased onthefact that they would and do exist.
Godknew itineternity past becauseit happened. Questionsarisefromthissuchascould God haveavoided creating
man altogether, or could He have created just those who would accept Him, and how can God be compassionate
and create people He knew would be condemned? The answer to these questionslie in the fact that God desires
noneto perish. Thefact that most do perishistheresult of man’schoicenot God' s. Hedoes not and cannot be held
responsibleor becharged withlacking compassionfor other’ sdecisions. Further, Heisnot obligated or responsible
to deny Himself or anyone el se pleasure and benefit of fellowship and existence because some prefer rebellion.
Condemnationisnot thefault of God creating man but rather the fault of man rejecting his Creator. Thus, bearing
no responsibility for condemnation, God, being full of love and compassion, could fill creation, unhesitatingly,
with free will beings and give them the personal choice to accept life or death. y

18




Bible Answersto Bible Questions

Aould God condemn a man for sin without giving him opportunity to hear how to be saved through
Jesus Christ?

From appearancesof how thingsareintheworld, theanswer would beyes. However, because of God' sdesire
to save al people and examples of how God made it possible for some in remote villages to hear of His Gospel,
we can concludethat God will send messengersto anyone who hasasincere desireto know Him. In ather words,
if peoplediewithout hearing the Gospel, itisbecausethey would not accept it anyway. The Bibleclearly indicates
that God will go to any lengthsto save souls.

Will God condemn people who have been taught to believe in a false religion from early childhood and
to reject the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

Y es. Salvationisonly through Jesus Christ- no other namewill do (Acts4:12). The sins of the fatherswill be
passed on from generation to generation and the children’ steeth will be set on edge when their fathers have eaten
sour grapes (Jeremiah. 31:29). Nonetheless, every individual is condemned because of a persona desireto sin
regardless of their training.

Why are the lost condemned forever?

God is just, and everything He does is fair and balanced. Every crime is equaled with an appropriate
consequence. The principle of justiceis summed in Exodus 21:24 saying, “ Eyefor eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot.” Sinisacrimeand an offense against an eternal, infinite God. Therefore, the only appropriate,
fair, and just punishment must be eternal in magnitude. Anything less than eternal condemnation for sin against
God would be unjust, and it isimpossible for God to be unjust.

If God loves man, why does He condemn most to hell?

God condemns those who reject Him and choose to ignore Him. Because God is loving, He will not force
Himself onmanto believeortoobey. Hesimply givesmanthe choicebetweendoingrightinorder toliveinheaven
or doing wrong and living in hell. Thefact is, most will chooseto reject God in spite of God’ sdesire and lovefor
them (Matthew 7:13-14).

DEATH

What is death?

TheBibledefines spiritual lifeand deathin First John 5:12 saying, “Hethat hath the Son hath life; and hethat
hath not the Son of God hath not life.” If you have arelationship with Jesus Christ, you arealive spiritually. If you
do not have arelationship with Jesus Christ, you are dead and separated from God. Physical death is generally
considered thetimewhen one’ sbrain activity ceases. Itisnoteworthy that the Bible associatesphysical deathwith
the departure of the soul from the body (Genesis 35:18).

What is the second death?
The second death is mentioned in Revelation 21:8 and refers to the time when condemned souls are cast into
thelakewhich burnswith fireand brimstone. Thefirst death isthe physical death and the second deathisspiritual .

If unbelievers are already spiritually dead before they die physically, why is the lake of fire called the
second death?

Unbelieversare dead and condemned (John 3:18), but the execution of their judgment ispostponed until after
their physical death. Thisgivesthem opportunity to be saved. Thus, thefinality of their spiritual and eternal death
occurs after physical death making it the second death.

Is hell a real place?
Yes. Hell isaplacereserved for the eternally condemned souls (Matthew 23:33). In Isaiah 14:15, God says

@ Satan, “Y et thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” In Matthew 10:28, Jesus warns us t9
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/...fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” Hell isaplace of fire asindicated by Matthew
18:9which says, “... itisbetter for theeto enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyesto be cast into
hell fire.” A description of thereality and experience of amanin hell isgivenin Luke 16:23 which says, “Andin
hell helift up hiseyes, being in torments....”

Is death forever or just temporary?

We will exist forever either alivein Christ in heaven or dead and separated from Christ in hell. Daniel 12:2
says, “ And many of themthat sleepinthedust of theearth shall awake, someto everlasting life, and someto shame
and everlasting contempt.” The condemned will spend eternity in the fires of hell forever.

How is it possible to burn in the fires of hell forever and not be burned up?
Likearock in afire place experiencing the burning heat of thefire, so do souls experiencethe burning flames
of hell without being burned up.

Do babies go to heaven when they die?
Y es. King David said of hisbaby that died, in Second Samuel 12:19-23, that he would go to him. This shows
us that babies go to heaven.

If babies are born with a sin nature, why do they go to heaven when they die?

Babies go to heaven because of their lack of accountability to the law. In Romans 7:9, Paul indicates that he
was alive without the law but died when it came. This moment of the law coming to him is called the age of
accountability. Thelaw existed thousands of yearsbefore Paul, so what did he mean by saying that helived before
it came? Heisreferring to atime when he became morally aware and had a sense of right and wrong before God.
Prior tothistimein hislife, hewasalive because he was not personally accountableto law. Hewastoo immature.
Condemnation isthe result of sin (Romans 6:23), but thereis no sin where thereisno law (Romans 5:13). Thus,
one must be morally accountable to the law before he is condemned for sin. (See more on law.)

What happens to a Christian when he dies?

TheBibleshowsusin Genesis35:18 andin First Kings17:22 that peoplediewhentheir soulsdepart fromtheir
bodies. Their souls, having been redeemed and born again, immediately go to heaven. Evidence of thishappening
iswhen Jesustold the thief on the crossthat they would be together in paradise that very day (L uke 23:43). Also,
inLuke16:22-23, L azarusand therich manwereboth awareof their existencesafter they died, onebeingin heaven
and the other in hell. In contrast, the body is not born again and, therefore, remainsin the earth: “ dust to dust and
ashesto ashes.” Thebodies of deceased saintsare still intheir tombsor graves. For others, their bodies have been
burned, eaten, or decayed. Eventually, al physical bodieswill be recycled back into the elements of the physical
earth. When a Christian dies, what happensto his soul isfar more important than what happensto his body.

What does the Bible mean when it says those sleeping in the dust of the earth will rise to everlasting life
or to everlasting contempt?

Daniel 12:2isreferring tothetwo destiniesthat all people must choose between. Becausethedead arealready
experiencing lifein heaven or death in hell, “sleeping in the dust” isaway a saying that these have died and their
physical bodiesare apart of the dust of the earth. Daniel usestheterm “awake” to describe the resurrection when
all saintswill receive new bodies and the lost will be formally sentenced to eternal death.

What does it mean that the dead in Christ will rise?

Thedeadin Christ (physically dead but spiritually alive) will risswhen Jesusreturnsto rapturethesaints. This
rising refersto the saintsreceiving their new, glorified bodies (First Thessalonians 4:16; First Corinthians 15:52).
Becausethesebodieswill last throughout eternity in righteousness, they are completely different thanthe physical
bodies we know of now.

When do the lost go to hell?

Hebrews 9:27 tellsusthat “it isappointed to every man to die once and after that the judgment.” Immediately
after alost person dies, hewill begin spending timein hell awaiting hisformal sentence of condemnation even as
did therich man mentioned in Luke 16:23. Though all lost are condemned already (John 3:18), at the Great White
\- J
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fhronejudgment, thelostwill comefromdeath and hell tobeformally sentencedto hell forever (Revel ation 20: 13))

s it possible for people to be raised from the dead?

Hebrews 9:27 saysthat it is appointed unto man to die once and after thisthe judgment. Oncewedie, we will
not bereturning. Thereareacoupl e of instanceswhen Jesusrai sed the dead, onetimefor Paul, onetimefor Elisha,
Lazarus, and then at the crucifixion when the graves were opened. However, according to Hebrews, thiswill not

happen again.

HUMAN SUFFERING

How can a loving God allow pain and misery in the world?

Pain and misery arethe consequences of sin. God allows usto experience the consequences of sin to show us
how bad itis. Out of love, He reaches out to usto deliver usfrom our sin. Out of mercy, He offersforgivenessin
spite of our rebellion and rejection of Him. 1t would be unloving and unmerciful of God to deny usthe experience
of thehorrorsof sin. If inthemidst of sin and suffering, we deny God and blame Him for our troubles, how much
morewewould usethe excusethat we do not need God becausethere are no problemsand no pain associated with
our sins. In fact, most people would deny that thereissin if thereisno pain.

How can one believe in a loving God’s existence when there is so much misery and evil in the world?

Thisquestion hasnothing to do with the exi stence of God though most peopl edo not recogni zethedistinction.
Questions pertaining to why and how God did things deal with His motives and intentions. Thisalready assumes
His existence. Agreeing or disagreeing with why He did the things the way He did (like freewill) has nothing to
do with His existence anymore than your disagreement with me affects my existence.

Why does God allow bad things to happen to good people?

Thereareno good peopleintheworld. Somearebetter and kinder than others. But the Biblesaysthat, “ all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23). For this reason, every person regardless of age,
religion, sex, etc., are subjected to the same hardships that are common to everyone (First Corinthians 10:13).

Why does God allow innocent victims and babies to suffer at the hands of bad people?

Suchinflicted misery istheresult of sin. God allows such eventsto occur to demonstrateto usthat sintouches
every life, shows no mercy, and has no favorites. The blame for such misery belongs on criminal, but the
responsibility for suffering belongsto all of usbecauseweareal guilty of sin. Every timewesin, weare accepting
the guilt and the consequences of sin. Sinis horrible and atrocious.

If God is just and omnipotent, why does He allow injustice to occur?

God allowsinjustice and all sinsto happen to teach usto be outraged by sin. We are wrong to blame God for
our suffering, outrage, and injustice. Every time we choose to sin, we are rejecting the kind of world God wants
to give us. We have no oneto blame but ourselves. Next time you sin, remember that you have chosen not to live
by God' s laws and therefore have forsaken the peace and security of life He offers. Y ou have chosentoliveina
worldwhereeveryone el sechoosesto live by their own rules—adog eat dog world of rebellion, pain, and sorrow.
Did God createsin?

No. Sinisaviolation of God' swill. It iscontrary to the will of God. Obviously, God does only that which He willsto do.
He cannot violate Hisown will, thereforeitisillogical to say that God created sin.

Why does Isaiah 45:7 say that God creates evil?
The meaning of thisword evil refersto things that bring sorrow, pain, and woe. God creates punishment for
sin and wickedness. He does not create sin or wickedness.

- /
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Did God sin by creating beings who could choose to sin? )
No. Siniswill and action contrary to thewill of God. God does not violate His own will and therefore cannot
sin. It isobviousthat it was Hiswill to create beings with awill of their own.

Is God’s will arbitrary?

No. HerevealsHiswill to usthrough the Bible and in our consciences which have remained unchanged since
the beginning of man. Further, the Bible saysthat God is unchanging, so Hiswill and therulesthat He expectsus
to live by will always be the same. God’ s will is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.

Why didn’t God create things that could not sin?
Hedid. Most of what God has created cannot chooseto sin. Thesun, thestars, trees, dogs, and bugsall dowhat
they were created to do.

Why did God create beings who could sin, if He does not like sin?

TheBible doesnot givean answer to thisspecific question. However, it doestell uswhy He created. Creating
such beings was in addition to creating everything else that cannot choose to sin. According to the Bible, in
Revelation 4:11, He created all things for His pleasure. What is the pleasure of God? Ephesians 1:5-7 and John
3:16 show that God takes pleasure in loving us and giving to us. By giving Hislife for us, He demonstrated His
perfect love for us (John 15:13). This shows that God created us out of love. It can be concluded then that God
desired to create every kind of thing (with freewill and no freewill) with nothing less than the pure motive of love
and willingness to endure the subsequent offense of doing so. It isacommon experience that |ove causes people
tobelong suffering, evenwiththechildrenwebringinto thisworld. Godistheway. First Peter 3:9 says, “ TheL ord
isnot slack concerning hispromise, as somemen count slackness; but islongsuffering to us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

Does the failure of man and angels (sin and condemnation) show that God has failed?

No. Are good parents blamed for the stubborn rebellion of a child? God is a perfect parent and has done
everything for usto guideusinto doing right. It isimportant to put the blame of sinwhereit bel ongs, namely, with
those who choose to sin. God successfully created us and gave us instruction and conscience. He successfully
provides help for us and with great patience endures our rebellion against Him and our accusations against Him.
He gives us every opportunity to repent and to turn to Him for forgiveness. Blaming God for your failureisan
attempt to avoid personal guilt of doing wrong.

| would not sin if God would show me more plainly what He expects.

Romans 3:19 says, “Now weknow that what things soever thelaw saith, it saith to them who areunder thelaw:
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.” Thefactis, you do not even
do thethingsyou ALREADY know to do (Romans 2:15). God isnot at fault. Y ou are at fault. Accept your guilt
and humble yourself before God for His help.

If God is perfect, how could He have created an imperfect creation?
God's creation was perfect. Imperfection isthe fault of this creation choosing sin and imperfection.

Why would a perfect God allow His creation to choose imperfection? Doesn’t such a choice show flaw
in the creation?

No. The“ability” to chooseisnot animperfection. Imperfectionistheconsequenceof choosing not to conform
to God's perfect design and rules. Such achoiceiscalled sin.

Giving creation the ability to sin suggests a flaw in the design if a perfect creation is desired. Was not
imperfection inevitable and therefore giving the ability to choose imperfection a fault in the design? Is
this not like saying the potter built a flawed pot with a crack in it?

The fault is not in the Creator or in His design but the result of the creation’s choices. Unlike a flawed pot,
humans choose to create flaws in themselves by choosing not to follow the guidelines of their Creator.
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AVhy did God not create things that could not be flawed, condemned, and imperfect? )

Hedidandtill is. Most of what God has created does exactly what it wascreated to do. Asfor angelsand men,
who have chosen the way of sin, God offers redemption and anew birth experience (Colossians 1:20). He gives
them the choice to be restored to their original, perfectly created state.

SATAN

Who is Satan?

Satanisavery real being. Heis powerful, vicious, and wickedly deceptive. Hisgoal isto rulethe world and
tolordover al. Hewantsthethrone of God, and heiswillingto doanythingtoacquireit. Everything hedoesresults
in destruction, misery, and death. Beware of this monstrous creature.

Where in the Bible is the fall of Satan referred to?

Isaiah 14:12-19 and Ezekiel 28:15-19 describe Satan’ sfall from heaven, glory, and prestige. Ezekiel usesthe
Kingof Tyrusasan anal ogy of Satan. Weknow thisbecauseof verses13-14. Verse 15indicatesthat hewasperfect
at onetime, and verse 14 indicates that he was the anointed cherub that covered the throne. He was the sum of
wisdom and beauty.

Was Satan always evil?

No. At onetime Satan’ snamewasL ucifer. Hewasthe covering Cherubin heaven. Thisidentifieshimasbeing
theprimary angel beforethethrone of God. Ezekiel 28:11-19 describesthe perfect wisdom and beauty that he once
possessed and how helost it.

What caused Satan to lose his position in heaven?

Ezekiel 28:15 says, “ thou wast perfect in they waysfrom theday that thou wast created, till iniquity wasfound
inthee.” Likeman, Satan wascreated perfect and with afreewill that allowed himtoreject God sWordin hislife.
Ezekiel 28:16-17indicatesthat hebecame proud becauseof hiswealth, position, wisdom, andbeauty. | saiah 14:13-
14 revedsthat his vanity led him to try to takeover of God' sthrone. Thus, he was cast out of heaven.

How did Satan fall from heaven?

Satan’ sfall involved being banished from his position in heaven and being exiled to earth. However, Job 1:6
showsthat this banishment did not prevent him from approaching the throne of God and speaking to God. Just as
onemay speak of acorporate manager |osing hispositioninacompany, itisunderstood that thisdoes not exclude
his physical presence from the office building twenty-four hours a day.

Why doesn’t God banish Satan from earth?

Theworldwould not bedifferent without him. If Satanwasnot in control, someone el sewould be. Peoplewant
to control and plunder others. That isthe way of man. Satan’ s presence on earth allows people a choice of kings.
Why does God allow Satan to hurt, tempt, and deceive people? God allows people to choose peace and safety in
Him or strifeand danger in sin. Suffering and misery result from peoplechoosing toreject God and Hiscommands.
People are responsible for choosing and making the world they livein. It isonly right and fair to let them livein
theworld they help to make and to experience the consequences of their choices. Satan simply capitalizes on the
decisions people make.

If God is the creator of the world and Lord over all, then how is it that Satan is called the god of this
world (Second Corinthians 4:4)?

Satan isthe god of thisworld because man has rejected God and servesthe purposes of Satan. However, just
asearthly government are structured in hierarchies such asfederal over state and state over cities, God rules over
Satan and the world.
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4 FREEWILL

Do humans have a free will?
Y es. Thiscan bedemonstrated by examplesin the Bible describing man doing thingsthat were contrary to the
will and desires of God (Matthew 23:37; Isaiah 30:15-16; Joshua 24:15).

Is it possible for a human not to sin?
According to the Bible, everyone sins (Romans 3:23), are born and shapen in iniquity (Psalm 51:5), are
unrighteous (Romans 3:10); and cannot do good (Romans 3:12).

Does having a sinful nature mean that a person can only do evil and never do anything good?

No. Biblical examples show that people do thingsthat are considered good and righteous by the standard of
God'slaw (e.g. offering sacrifices, praying for salvation, tithing, reading the Bible). Having an unrighteousnature
meansthat one also choosesdoto evil. And according to the Bible, everyone choosesto sin. Thisiswhy Jesussaid
in Matthew 19:26 that it isimpossible for man to get into heaven. Thus, it is needful for God to save us.

Is it possible to have free will if the flesh is unrighteous by nature?
Y es. Bible examples and exhortations show usthat people have the ability to choose between doing right or
wrong and between two choices that are both good or both bad.

Why does the Bible say that none doeth good (Romans 3:12)?

Thisdescribesthefailure of man to be good enough to go to heaven. Revelation 21:27 saysthat therewill be
no sin in heaven, and Habakkuk 1:13 showsthat thisis because God cannot look upon iniquity. Thus, one must
beasgood asGodto gotoheaven. But thisrequiresamiracle! We cannot change our unrighteousnature, therefore,
wemust depend on God to do thisfor us. Thisiscalled being born againwhich resultsinreceiving anew righteous
nature. Because God isspirit, being born againisaspiritual experience. The outward flesh staysthe same, but the
inward spiritual man ismade new in righteousness. When a Christian dies, hiscarnal body will beleft behind but
his righteous spirit will enter heaven. No one is good without a righteous nature.

If the Bible says that all sin and that none are good, then how is it possible that we have free will?

BecausetheBiblealso says: (1) that we can choose, and (2) weareheld accountablefor our choices. TheBible
istelling usthat wechooseto sinand will alwayschoosetosin. Not “aways’ inthe sensethat we choosesin every
moment and never choose to do anything that is good. Rather we will choose to sin throughout our lives. We do
not have to choose sin, but according to the Bible, we do and will continue to do so.

How can surrender and service to Christ be considered freedom rather than enslavement?

The apostle Paul described himself as a willing bond servant to Christ. This is real freedom because the
aternativeisto livefor self in aworld with otherswho live for themselves. Such aworld isvoid of peace, safety,
and security. It isadog eat dog world of rape and plunder. There are no restraints to do as you please even if it
involves destruction and harm to others. After al, aworld of true freedom is achieved when everyone does as he
pleases. In contrast, Christ offers an alternative. He offers first of all, salvation from sin and the subsequent
condemnation. Second, Heoffersalifestyleof constraint and disciplinethat producesaworld of peace, safety, and
security. The choiceisyours. Because Christ gives you a choice, you not aslave but awilling servant.

If people are either servants to Christ or slaves to Satan, is there really such a thing as freedom?

Being saved frees us from the condemnation and bondage of sin. Because of this, we are al'so free of Satan’s
authority over us. Thisfreedom comes at the price of Jesus’ death on our behalf. When we give our livesto Him
and ask for salvation, we choosefreely, on our own, to surrender our livesover to Him. Unlike Satan, Christ gives
us the freedom to choose how wewill live. Asa Christian, you can livefor Christ or for Satan, in the Spirit or in
the flesh, in righteousness or in unrighteousness.
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Moes having freedom in Christ mean that there is no consequences and no accountability? N

No. Freedomin Christ meansthat you havethefreedomto choosehow youwill live. Theconsequencesof such
decisionsremain unchanged. Fortunately, in Christ, saintsare freeto choose the life and resulting consegquences.
The unsaved have no other choice but to continue in deception, darkness, and condemnation. Apart from Christ,
thereis no freedom or deliverance from such bondage.

Gob

Is there only one God?

Yes. Isaiah 45:5 declares | am the LORD, and thereisnone else, thereisno God beside me....” Also, First
Corinthians 8:5-6 says, “ For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (asthere be gods
many, and lords many,) But to usthereis but one God ...."

How is it possible for Jesus to be God if there is only one God?

God isthree persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Together they are one God. There are no other
gods. Each of these three persons areidentical in every way. Each is omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent, and
omnificent. Each lovesto an infinite degree, and lovesrighteousness and justice. Asaresult of knowing, feeling,
andthinking exactly thesameway, they all act and concludeidentically. They arein absol uteharmony and oneness
inevery way. One cannot bedistinguished fromthe other. When Philip asked Jesusto show him the Father, “ Jesus
saith unto him, Have | been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew usthe Father?’ (John 14:8-9). In John 10:30, Jesusdeclared,
“l and my Father are one.” This statement provoked the Jews to pick up stones to stone Him because He was
claiming to be God (John 10:31).

How can Jesus be God when He says that He is not all-knowing in Mark 13:32?

Inthisverse, Jesussays, “ But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not theangel swhicharein heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father.” In becoming human, Jesusrelinquished personal exerciseof Hisomniscienceand
omnipresenceto the Father and the Spirit. Nonethel ess, through them, He exercisesHis Godhood qualities. Hedid
thisinorder tofulfill theroleof being man’ sredeemer (Hebrews2:16-18). Heis God manifested intheflesh (First
Timothy 3:16). Philippians2: 6-8 saysof Himthat He, “beingintheform of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God: But madehimself of noreputation, and took upon himtheform of aservant, and wasmadeinthelikeness
of men: And being foundinfashionasaman, hehumbled himself, and became obedient unto death, eventhe death
of thecross.” Hedoesnot consider being equal with God acrimeof robbing the position of Godfor Himself because
Heis God.

If Jesus is God, who was He praying to in the garden?

Jesus addressed God the Father asHis God. In likefashion, Hebrews 1:8 showsthat the Father al so addresses
Jesusas God: “ But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, isfor ever and ever: asceptre of righteousnessisthe
sceptre of thy kingdom.” Thus, we have a personal glimpse into how each of the three persons of the godhead
address each other.

How do you know that you are praying to the true Christ of God if you do not pray using His Hebrew
name?

Thetrue Christ of the Bible has many names, and translations of those names do not redirect your prayersto
someone else. There have been many others named Joshua in the Hebrew language. Likewise, Jesus said in
Matthew 24:5that therewoul d befal se prophetscalling themsel ves Christ and using Hisname. Thefactis, aname
identifies a person, the person does not identify the name. It is the person of Jesus Christ who is known by His
teaching, Hiswork, and Hisassociation with the Bible that i sthe correct Christ. He answersto many namesin any
trandlation.
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Are there any verses that prove God is triune? N
Thefatherinheaveniscalled God: John 6:27 says, “ Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat
whichendurethunto everlastinglife, whichthe Son of manshall giveuntoyou: for himhath God the Father sealed.”
Jesusis called God: Hebrews 1:8 says, “ But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, isfor ever and ever:
asceptreof righteousnessisthe sceptre of thy kingdom.” Also, John 20:28 says, “ And Thomas answered and said
unto him, My Lord and my God.”

TheHoly Spiritiscalled God: Acts5:3-4 says, “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to
lietothe Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of theland?Whilesit remained, wasit not thine own?and
after it was sold, wasit not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not
lied unto men, but unto God.”

All threeareindividual personalities: Mark 1:9-11 says, “And it cameto passin those days, that Jesus came
from Nazareth of Galilee, and wasbapti zed of Johnin Jordan. And straightway coming up out of thewater, he saw
the heavens opened, and the Spirit like adove descending upon him: And there came avoicefrom heaven, saying,
Thou art my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”

Y et thereisbut one God: Isaiah 45:5 says, “1 amthe LORD, and thereisnone el se, thereisno God beside me:
| girded thee, though thou hast not known me.”

How can God be in hell as indicated by Psalm 139:8?

“If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if | make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.” Thisverse shows
twotruths. First, Godisomnipotent, and thereisnoplaceinall of creationthat Godisnot present. Second, all things
consist by Him. Colossians 1:17 saysthat “ ... by himall thingsconsist.” Hell could not exist without the sustaining
presence of God to maintain its existence.

How can God be in hell if He cannot look upon iniquity (Habakkuk 1:13)?

God' s presence and God'’ s fellowship are different. Satan wasin the presence of God at the throne with the
angels (Job 1:6). Satan’ s presence in heaven and God' s presencein hell in no way indicate that God condones or
isaccepting of sin. On the contrary, God hates sin. He does not have fellowship with sin and takes no pleasurein
sin. Hetoleratesit only to long enough to give people opportunity to be saved (Second Peter 3:9).

How do you receive the Holy Spirit?
Luke11:13,“If yethen, being evil, know how to givegood giftsunto your children: how much moreshall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”’

What does the Holy Spirit do?

The Holy Spirit is God not an it. Some of the things He does can be found in the following verses:

-Romans 8:16 "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God."

-Romans 8:26 "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as
we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”

-Romans 8:27 "And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to the will of God."

-John 15:26 "But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit
of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me."

s there anything that God cannot do?
Definitely yes! God cannat sin. He cannot lie (Titus 1:2). He cannot be unrighteous.

If God is omnipotent, how is it possible that He cannot do some things?

God exercisesHisunlimited power todo al thingsthat arerighteousand good. Theideathat God must be able
to do anything (square circles, sin, etc.) isaman-made definition of God. Thetrue, living God does only those
things that are orderly, good, just, righteous, and loving.

Why does James 1:13 say that God cannot be tempted with evil, yet Psalm 106:14 says that Israel
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fempted God in the desert? ™\

Like many words, theword “temptation” has more than one meaning. For example, theword “cry” can mean
to weep or sob; to beg or plead; to publicly proclaim; or to refer to relative distance asin “afar cry.” The word
“temptation” can meanto provoketo do evil; or to test someone’ smotivesor abilities; or to be proven by someone
€l se; or to beenticed by personal lust. God isnot tempted by personal desire of lust to sin, and He does not provoke
otherstosin. When God doestempt peopl e, Heisprovingto others, and oftentothemsel ves, what they truly believe
deep within (which God already knows as in the case with Abraham and Job). Similarly, people tempt God by
demanding of Him to prove Hisword. However, God seldom caters to the demands (temptations) of people to
prove Himself. Satan tempted Jesus by designing teststo prove Jesus’ identity and to tempt Himto sin. Of course,
Jesusresisted al temptations. As God, he cannot be tempted.

Why does the Bible say in some places that God does not repent and in other places say that He does
repent?

Theword*“repent” hastwo meanings: (1) to change, and (2) to have sorrow. God doesnot change (repent) His
nature or desires. He is always the same. The change (repentance) He makes is determined by the actions and
decisions of people. Thus, instead of blessing Israel, ashewould have liked to, He often cursed them because of
their failure to be

faithful to Him. Asfor sorrowing, sin causes God great sorrow, and for this reason, the Bible refersto Him
as repenting or being sorrowful in responseto sin (e.g., Genesis 6:7; or First Samuel 15:11).

Does God'’s foreknowledge require that He predestine the future?

No. God is not bound by the dimension of time. He did not have to program everything to happen in the
beginning to know the future. Also, He did not have to think through the cause and effect relationships to know
the future. Thiswould not only limit God to time and sequential thought, but it would also mean that all of man’s
decisions are nothing more than predictable cause and effect results. The fact isthat Jesus said in John 8:58 that
“before Abraham, | am.” Thisindicatesthat the past, present, and future are present tenseto Him. I sthis possible?
Only recently has science discovered that timeis not constant. Thus, time can be compressed and dilated, sped up
and slowed down. With this new information about time and the reali zation that thereismuch morethat we do not
know, it is reasonable to conclude that God views eventsin time at one time like a single picture.

s it true that as man is, God was, and as God is, man will become?
No. Manwascreated, and Godiseternal . Also, manisunrighteousandin need of God’ shel p. God, ontheother
hand, has always been righteous and needs no on€e’ s help.

John 1:18 says that no one has seen God, but in Genesis 32:30, Jacob said he saw God face to face?
How can this be?

Jesusis God (John 1:1, 14; 1Timothy 3:16), and it is He whom men have seen. However, God the Father has
not been seen by men which is whom John 1:18 is speaking.

Why was it necessary that God die for our sins?

If Jesusisnot God, then salvation isnot possible because only God was qualified to diefor our sinsto redeem
us. Anyonelessthan God would have beenimperfect, unabl e, and unwilling. The sacrificefor sinrequired that the
Lamb of God be perfect andwithout sin. Thereisnonegood, perfect, and sinlessbut God Himself. Second, because
the punishment for sin requires an infinite death (eternal separation from God), only God, who isinfinite, could
fulfill that infinite quantity of punishment. Anyone else would still bein hell paying for sin with no hope of ever
fully paying for it. Third, only God could betruly willing to accept the punishment for us because Hewould have
perfect understanding of what punishment He was accepting. Anyone el se would lack the ability to comprehend
infinitepunishment and, therefore, by reason of limited comprehension, could never betruly willingto accept such
apunishment.

If Jesus is God, then are you saying that God died on the cross?
Yes. And if we apply that 1John 5:12 definition of life and death, God the Father died too because separation
fromthe Sonisdeath. Thisisnot adeath of ceasingtofunctionand exist. Thisisadeath of separationinrelationship.
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4 Jesus CHRIST )

Who is Jesus Christ?
God, theWord of God, Godintheflesh, Lord of Lords, King of Kings, Theonly Savior of man. (John 1:1& 14,
John 20:28; Isaiah 9:6)

Could Jesus have sinned during his earthly walk prior to his ascension?
Absolutely not. AsJohn 1:1 pointsout, Jesusis God, and God cannot sin. Thereisnosinin Him. Heisperfect,
righteous, and holy. If He could have sinned, He would not be God.

Could Jesus be tempted to sin?
Hebrews 4:15 explains that Jesus was tempted in every point even aswe are yet without sin. He waswithout
sin because He is God, and God cannot sin. His righteous nature will not alow it.

How could Jesus be tempted if one is tempted by his own sinful desires (James 1:14)?
Jesuswastempted by the human nature of Hisbody aswell asby Satan and sinners. However, Heresisted all

temptationsand never yielded tothem. Thisiswhy Jesusisour captain of salvation. Hetook our congueror (human

sinin Hisflesh) and conquered it, then He crucified it on the cross. Heliterally dominated sin and put it to death.

How could Jesus have a human nature and still be God?

JesuswasGod sinceeternity past . He becameaman and took onthehuman naturein order to beour high priest
(Hebrews 2:14-18). He was God in a human body (First Timothy 3:16). Thus, as God, His righteous nature
overruled and dominated all sinful desiresin the human flesh.

Was Jesus’ flesh and blood molecular or non-molecular in structure?

Jesus was born human with human flesh just like you and me. Hebrews 10:5 saysthat God prepared a body
for Christ. We know that this was a human body because Heis called the Son of man (Matthew 16:13), He was
born of ahuman mother, and Hebrews 2:16-17 explainsthat “ he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took
onhimtheseed of Abraham. Whereforeinall thingsit behoved himto bemadelikeunto hisbrethren, that hemight
beamerciful and faithful high priest inthings pertaining to God, to makereconciliationfor thesinsof the people.”
Thus, Jesus' body was fully and molecularly human.

Was Jesus in a sinless body?

No. Second Corinthians 5:21 explainsthat He was made “to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him.” Thisisanother indication that Jesus' body was of the same flesh asours
descended from Adam. Our human natureissinful, thusby taking onahuman body, Hewasmadesin. Nonethel ess,
His body served only asa“temple” in which He dwelled.

If Jesus had a sinful, human body, would this not mean that He sinned?

No. Hebrews 4:15 explains that “we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, but wasin all pointstempted like aswe are, yet without sin.” Jesus wastempted by all thesinsweare
tempted by because He had the same body that we have (the flesh and nature of Adam). However, Jesus did not
yield to any temptations and remained sinless. Theimportance of thisfact cannot be overstated. Whereaswe are
conquered by sin, Jesus conquered our congueror. He then killed it (the body of sin) on the cross and thereby
liberated us from its bondage. “ O death, whereisthy sting? O grave, whereisthy victory? The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin isthe law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ (First Corinthians 15:55).

If Jesus was God, then how could He have been tempted?

Because Jesusis God, He had arighteous nature that prevented Him from being tempted to sin (James 1:13).
Jesuswas never tempted by Hisown desires. Hewasnever provoked to sin by Hisown lust. Histemptationscame
fromHiscarnal, human body or from Satan, or from people. For example, Psalm 78:56 tellsusthat | srael “tempted
Qnd provoked the most high God.” This describes the actions of the people not the desire of God to sin. )
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Fow could Jesus have a physical human body if He did not have a physical human father? N

God created both Adam and Evewithout physical, human parents. From thesetwo created human bodiescame
alineage of human bodies called humanity, all possessing the nature of Adam. Likewise, it was God who made
the human body for Christ which was conceived in Mary.

Are Jesus and the Christ the same person?

The Christ of the Bibleisknown as Jesus Christ, and He has many hames such as Emmanuel, King of kings,
Lord of lords, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace. The name Jesus means Savior and
Christ means anointed. First Timothy 3:16 tellsusthat Heis God manifest in the flesh. Jesus Christ, as a person,
isthe anointed Savior of the world.

Was Jesus fully human?
Jesuswasfully humanintheflesh (John1:14, Hebrews?2:14,17; Second Corinthians4:11; First Timothy 3:16).

What did Jesus look like? Is He anything like most paintings | see?

Popular picturesof Jesusshow Himtobetypically atall, beautiful, fair-skinned, frail Anglo-Saxon. However,
Jesus was Jewish, so His features were not Anglo-Saxon. He was a carpenter’ s son, so He more than likely was
ruggedinappearanceand build. Thefollowing versesin I saiah 53:;1-5 say of Him, “Who hath believed our report?
and to whom isthe arm of the LORD revealed? For he shall grow up before him as atender plant, and as aroot
out of adry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, thereisno beauty that we should
desirehim.” Asfor thelong hair, unlessHewasaNazarite aswell asaNazarene, he would morethan likely have
short hair because short hair was customary in Romeat that time, and the Bible saysitisashamefor amanto have
long hair.

If Jesus had a human body of unrighteousness, how is it possible that He did not sin?

Jesuswas God in ahuman body. Hisflesh desired sin and wanted to sin, but He brought it under control and
prevented it from sinning. Thisiswhy Hebrews 4:15 says, “we have not an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but wasin all points tempted like aswe are, yet without sin.”

Was Jesus Homo sapien?

Y es. The term Homo sapien is ataxonomic name defined to refer to the group of animals we know as man.
Sometry to redefine Jesus as being nonhuman because He was also God. However, the Bibleisvery clear about
his body being of the same flesh as Homo sapien (Hebrews 2:14).

Was Jesus just as human as Adam and Eve?

No. Adam and Evewerefully human: body, soul, and spirit. Adam and Eve were created beings. Jesus, onthe
other hand, was God manifestintheflesh and asaspiritual beingwasnot created. Physically, Hewasjust ashuman
as Adam, Eve and the rest of us. Spiritually, however, He was God. Unlike us, He existed spiritually in eternity
past, and there was no need to be created. All He did was make a human body.

Was Jesus like Adam and Eve before they sinned?

No. Adamand Evewerecreated withtheir own nature (their ownrighteousness). Thisnaturecould allow them
to sin. However, Jesus, being God, was righteous since eternity past. Unlike Adam and Eve, Jesus could not sin
becauseit isimpossible for arighteous God to sin.

Why did Jesus come to earth?

Luke 19:10tellsus, “For the Son of man iscometo seek and to save that which waslost.” If it were possible
for man to save himself, Jesuswould not have come. If it were possiblefor mantolivearighteouslifewithout sin,
Jesus would not have come. We need Jesus to come and save us from our sins.

Why did Jesus become human?

Hebrews 2:9 tells us that He became man to taste death for us. Hebrews 2:14 tells us that He became human
to destroy the power of death through His death. Hebrews 2:17 tells us that He became human so that He could
be afaithful and high priest to us. In other words, so that we could relate to Him asbeing like usin the flesh. The
Qottom lineisthat Christ took upon Himself the sinful nature of manintheflesh. Whereaswe succumbtosin an9
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£onsequently die (Romans6:23), He brought the sin of humanity under control, subdued it, conquered it, and the
dew it. Jesus Christ came to do what we could not do. Heis the captain of our salvation because He conquered
our conqueror. As Hebrews 2:16 explains, He did this be taking on our nature (the nature of Abraham), not the
natureof angel sor of someother createdthing. Inaddition, Jesuscameat atimeinhistory that fulfilled thetypology
of the Gospel recorded over generations of humanity. Just as man isunder the law of sin and death prior to being
saved by gracethrough faithin Jesus Christ, so likewise, | srael’ srel ationship with God was governed by law prior
to Christ’s coming. However, after Christ, the old law was done away with and a new covenant of grace was
established (His church). Being in Isragl and the church have nothing to do with one’ s salvation. However, the
typology of Israel, Christ, and the church is the message of the Gospel in history!

When Jesus was a boy , what name did his mother use to call him?

In Luke 2:48, hismother called him “Son” (teknon). Thereis no other quote in the Bible of Mary addressing
her Son. However, Matthew 1:21 recordstheangel sayingthat Hisnameshall becalled Jesus(l esous, ee-ay-sooce).
Thisisthe Greek word for Joshua (yeh-ho-shoo’ -ah) in Hebrew. Also, He wasto be called Emmanuel (em-man-
oo-ae, Matt. 1:23). Isaiah 9:6 lists several names for Him saying, “...his hame shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” In Revelation 19:13, Jesusiscalled
theWord of God. Like many peopletoday, Jesushasmany namesto go by including thetransl ations of these many
names into different languages. And just like many people today, He answers to them al when people are
addressing Him.

Why would Jesus become man to conquer sin if He is God?

If Jesus were not God, He could not have conquered sin. That fact isthat Hebrews 4:15 tells usthat He was
tempted in every point even aswe are, yet without sin. But only God iswithout sin! Thereisnone good but God.
Jesus must be God. He conquered sins by bringing the carnal flesh of humanity into subjection to His righteous
nature.

What is the meaning of Jesus dying for our sins?

Romans 6:23 says that the wages of sinis death, and Romans 3:23 saysthat all have sinned and come short
of theglory of God. Thus, as Romans 3:10 declares, thereis none good. This meansthat everyoneisguilty of sin
and worthy of the death penalty (condemnation in hell). However, condemnation isforever, so Jesus, offered to
be our substitute, that is, to suffer the death penalty for us. Being God, Jesus was able to die for everyone for an
infinite penalty at onetime. Thisiswhat Hedid. Now Heoffersthispayment for sinto anyonewho wantsto accept
it. The choice is between giving yourself over to sin and condemnation or to Christ and life.

If Adam had not sinned, would the death of Christ be necessary?
No. Christ cameto offer Himself as a sacrifice on our behalf by tasting “ death for every man” because of sin
(Hebrews 2:9). Death isthe payment for sin. If thereisno sin to pay for, death is not necessary.

Did Jesus forgive his executioners?
Yes. Luke 23:34 records Jesus saying, “ Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”

Did Jesus go to hell during the time His body was in the grave?
No. Jesustold thethief onthecross, “ Verily | say unto thee, To day shalt thou bewith mein paradise” (Luke
23:43). Hell is not paradise.

If Jesus did not go to hell after His crucifixion, what do First Peter 3:19-20 and 4:6 mean?

Thespiritsinprisonrefer tothedead, lost and condemned souls. First John 5:12 givesustheBiblical definition
of lifeand death saying that, “ He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” A
person can be dead spiritually though alive physically. These are unbelieversin the prison of carnal sinful flesh.
Tointerpret thispassage as meaning that soulswere preached toin hell for the purpose of being saved would cause
a contradiction with Hebrews 9:27 which says, “And asit is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment.” Once you die, there is no more opportunity to be saved.
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4 BAPTISM )

What is baptism?

Baptismisachurch ordinance of immersing believersinwater. The Word baptismmeansimmersion and has
been trandliterated rather than translated in our English Bible. The true meaning of the word reveals the actual
practice of baptism involving complete immersion into water rather than sprinkling or pouring.

Is there more than one kind of baptism?

Y es. Hebrews 6:2 mentionsthe doctrine of bapti sms, and astudy of versescontaining theword baptismshows
three magjor types of baptisms: (1) baptism into acommon or shared experience, e.g., First Corinthians 11:2; (2)
baptism into association or identity with someone, e.g., Romans 6:3-4; and (3) baptisminto a physical substance
such as water, e.g. Matthew 3:11. Other examples of baptisms include being baptized into the church (First
Corinthians 12:13), with fire or the Spirit (Matthew 3:11), and into death (L uke 12:50).

Why does the Bible mention the “doctrine of baptisms” in Hebrews 6:1 but says there is only one
baptism in Ephesians 4:5?

The context of Ephesians 4:5 is about unity of the Spirit, and thereis only one kind of baptism that will add
abeliever to Christ’s church. Paul’ sreference to one baptism refersto the shared and common experience of the
church ordinance of water baptism. Baptism isthe prerequisite that God requires before adding believersto His
church (See questions under Church). Every believer isin the family of God and is expected to make a covenant
with God and other believersin alocal, new testament church to serve Him. Until abeliever isbaptized in water
under new testament church authority, heis not included in the church.

What is the importance of baptism in Acts 22:167

Paul isrecounting hismeetingwith Ananias(Acts9:17) and citesthreeinstructionsthat weregiventohim: (1)
arise, (2) bebaptized, and (3) call upon the name of the Lord. Baptismisthefirst step expected of Christiansafter
they get saved and isapart of the great commission, so Paul was being instructed as any new Christian would be.
Thestatement of “washing away sins’ isassociated with thethird instruction of calling uponthenameof theLord.
Some erroneously link washing away sinswith baptism, but thisis not consistent with other verses nor with the
grammar of the verse.

What is the purpose of baptism?

Thechurch ordinance of water baptismisthe prerequisite God requiresbeforeHewill add abeliever toalocal
new testament church. Thus, it isimportant and explains why Peter commanded Cornelius to be baptized (Acts
10:48). Second, baptism is a believers public announcement that a believer is identified with Christ through
salvation, that he has repented of sin and isdetermined to forsake sin even as Christ did, and that heis committed
to living as an obedient follower for Christ in Christ-likeness.

Does Acts 2:41 indicate that believers are added to the church by baptism?

No. It indicates that everyone who was saved was baptized and subsequently added to the church. Acts 2:47
clarifies how the new baptized believers were added to the church saying that God added to the church. First
Corinthians 12:18 al so saysthat God sets membersin the church asit pleases Him. God will not add abeliever to
Hischurchuntil heisbaptized. Thus, baptismisaprerequisitework that God requiresasacondition to befulfilled
before He adds a believer to alocal new testament church.

What was the meaning of John’s baptism in Mark 1:4?

John’ s baptism of repentance for the remission of sinswas aministry of preparation for the Son of man, and
John was known as the voice in the wilderness preparing the way of the Lord. Those who believed the message
of Johnwereexhorted to show evidenceof repentancefromtheir sinsfor remission by being baptized. Thus, John's
baptism identified believers with the teachings of John and the coming Messiah He spoke of .
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1S baptism necessary for salvation? ™\

No. Baptism isawork done by men. Salvation isthe work of God. All that God requiresfor salvation isthat
you acknowl edgethat thereisnothing you can do to beworthy of salvation and that you surrender yourself toHim
to depend on Him 100% for salvation. Unlike baptism, according to the Bible, believing, repenting, and calling
are not works. Baptism, on the other hand, is awork that lost as well as saved can do. Because baptism is not
importantinorder to besaved, Paul toldthe CorinthiansinFirst Corinthians1:17 that “ Christ sent menot to bapti ze,
but to preach the Gospel.” The Gospel isthe message that saves people explaining that you must believe, repent,
and call onthe name of Jesusto be saved. Obviously, Paul teachesthat baptismisnot apart of the Gospel message
of salvation.

Is baptism considered a work even if it is not a part of the Jewish law?

Y es. A work isany effort onthepart of lost and saved mento gainthefavor of God. Unlikebaptism, believing,
repenting, and calling on the name of the Lord are things that the lost do not do. Anyone who believes, repents,
and calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. In contrast, baptism will not save though many lost people try.

How do you explain First Peter 3:20-21 if you do not think baptism is important to salvation?

Thisisagood example of how peopleaccept ateaching without thinking about theverse. Noah and hisfamily
wereimmersed in the ark and saved from the water which was used to destroy the world. The Greek text inverse
20 refersto them being saved through (dia) the water. Verse 21 clarifies any confusion about the idea that water
baptism savesby saying, “ not the putting away of thefilth of theflesh, but the answer of agood consciencetoward
God.”

Are you saying that baptism is not important?

Not at all. All Christian works are important to proving that God's will and ways are perfect, good, and
acceptable (Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 3:15; Luke 7:29). Doing right and living Christ-likeisthe best way tolive.
Such alifestyle blesses the soul and enriches one's relationship with Christ. However, works are the result of
salvation, not the cause of salvation. True Christians manifest works of righteousness because they are already
saved and believethat such alifestyleisthebest lifestyle. In contrast, thereligious-lost work in order to obtain and
to keep salvation and believe that they cannot know whether they are saved until judgment day when their works
will bejudged. However, Revel ation 20:13 showsthat the destiny of thosejudged by their worksisnot eternal life
in heaven.

If baptism is not necessary for salvation, why is it a part of the great commission?

Baptism is the prerequisite work God requires after oneis saved in order to become a member of Hislocal
church, His house of witnessin theworld. Because thelocal church, asan institution, is God’ s focus of ministry
toreachtheworld, it isimperative that all Christians be baptized and joined to atrue new testament church (This
iswhy Peter commanded the Gentilesto be baptizedin Acts8:36-38). Thefour commandsinthegreat commission
are: go, disciple, baptize, andteach. Christianswho want to participatein God’ splan for reaching theworld God' s
way will apply al four commands. They will go to the lost, teach others how to be saved, encourage them to be
baptized in order to participate in alocal church ministry, and then instruct these new Christiansin how tolive a
victorious, fulfilled lifein Christ.

What empowerment does a Christian receive when he is baptized?

InActs1:8, Jesusspeaksof receiving power fromtheHoly Ghost. Thispower towitnessthroughout theworld
was manifested in the early church on the day of Pentecost and on later occasions when new Christians were
baptized. It isevident that one doesnot have to be abaptized believer to be persuasive or agreat withess. Apollos,
for example, isdescribed asan “ eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, ..., instructed in the way of the Lord,;
... ferventinthe spirit, ...[and] spake and taught diligently thethings of the Lord.” Y et, he had “ only the baptism
of John” and was in need of being instructed “more perfectly” in the way of God (Acts 18:24-26). Likewise, in
L uke 9:49-50, amanwhowasnot numbered among thedisciplesof Christ was* casting out devilsin[Jesus'] name.
Thisman possessed spiritual power because of the Word of God in spite of hislack of identity with the disciples.
Thus, the power received from the Holy Ghost by baptized believersispower that serves church related activities
of witness such as enhanced personal gifts as members in particular in a local new testament church (First
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Corinthians 12:27). It also refers to the collective power of baptized believers covenanted together in a new
testament church to fulfill the Great Commission and to sustain the pillar and ground of thetruth (M atthew 28:19-
20; First Timothy 3:15).

What is the meaning of Acts 2:38?

Inthisverse, Peter answers a question posed to him (Acts 2:37) about what one must do to participatein the
fulfillment of Joel’ sprophecy (Acts2:16). Peter explainsthat they must (1) repent and (2) be baptized in order to
(2) receive forgiveness of sins and (2) receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, respectively. Some explain this verse
incorrectly saying that baptism is necessary for forgiveness of sins. Peter’ sanswer showsthat theresults parallel
the actions, namely, that repentance is necessary for forgiveness, and that baptism is necessary for spiritual
empowerment described in Joel’ s prophecy. Thisunderstanding is corroborated by Acts 10:43 which says, “that
through his name whaosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.” Also, whereas Acts 2:38 answers
agenera question of “what must we do” to be a part of Joel’s prophecy, Acts 16:30 answers the more specific
guestion of “what must | do to be saved” saying, “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” The
more specific question gets a more specific answer pertaining to salvation. Baptism isnot in the answer.

SpPIRITUAL GROWTH

What is a Christian?

In Young' s Exhaustive Concordance, theword Christian meansto belong to Christ and wasfirst used to refer
tothedisciplesin Antioch (Acts11:26). These Christianswereidentified asfollowersor disciplesof Christ because
of what they believed and taught, and how they lived.

Is a Christian a disciple?

Today the word Christian is used to refer to anyone who believesin Jesus Christ whether or not he follows
the teachings of Christ asa Spirit-filled believer. The word disciple meansto be afollower of Jesus Christ. Thus,
aperson can belong to Christ (be born again and saved), but not be afollower of Christ (obedient to the teachings
of Christ.)

How can a person be a Christian and not be a disciple?

Many believersare carnal Christians. This meansthey yield to the desires of the flesh and live by the values
and teachings of the world. Carnal Christians are saved, but lack the lifestyle and convictions of a Spirit-filled
Christian.

What is a Spirit-filled Christian?

A Spirit-filled Christianrefersto abeliever whoisyielded to the Spirit of God and desirestolivein obedience
tothe Word of God. Ephesians 5:18 compares being under the influence of alcohol with that of the Spirit. Rather
than being under theinfluenceof al cohol, oneshould beunder theinfluenceof the Spirit. Thelessonisthat believers
should be under the influence and control of the Spirit of God and nothing else.

What does it mean to be a carnal Christian?

Carnality describes how onelivesand thinks. If abeliever does not live and think theway Christ does, asthe
Spirit of God leads, then that believer is carnal. In First Corinthians 3:1, Paul describes the Corinthian believers
as“carnal” and*“babesin Christ.” Carnality istypical of new, immature Christiansbut istoo preval ent among many
older believersaswell.

Are Carnal Christians saved?
Yes. First Corinthians 3:1-3 refers to the Christian Corinthians as babes in Christ who were carnal. Carnal
Christianswill be judged, but they will till be saved (First Corinthians 3:15).
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Mo carnal Christians have the Spirit of God? N

Yes. All Christians have the Spirit of God in them. According to Ephesians 1:13, after we believe, we are
“sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” Further, Ephesians 4:30 says that we “are sealed unto the day of
redemption” by the Holy Ghost. Once you have the Spirit of God, you aways have Him.

How can one have the Spirit of God as a Christian but not be Spiritfilled?

Having the Spirit of God, as mentioned in Ephesians 1:13 and 4:30, indicates that the Spirit of God claimsus
for Christ and isalwayswith us. To be Spirit-filled, however, as mentioned in Ephesians 5:18, indicates that one
isunder the obedient control and influence of the Spirit of God. Carnal Christians have the Spirit of God but are
not Spirit-filled. They do the will of their flesh and of the world rather than the will of God.

Is it true that God does not hear the prayers of a sinner?
Thisstatement refersto Psalm 66:18 which says, “If | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.”
What this meansisthat God will not acknowledge and honor prayers from unrepentant sinners.

If God is omnipresent and all-knowing, how is it possible that He does not hear and know about all
prayers?

Godhearsall prayersand knowsall thoughtsof sinners. However, Godwill not honor prayersof sinandignores
regquests made by unrepentant sinners.

How can | consistently overcome a carnal lifestyle and live a victorious Spirit-filled life?

God hasgivenyouthreeresourcesto help you maturespiritually and experienceavictoriouslifein Christ. The
Bible is food for the soul; the Spirit is comfort and aid to us; and the local, new testament church is for your
encouragement. Y ou need all three resourcesto help you fulfill thefirst and great command to love God with all
your heart, soul, and mind. It isimperative that you utilize all three resourcesto pursuethisfirst command and to
live avictorious Christian life.

How can | overcome bad habits and temptations?

Makeout adaily activity schedulefor yourself to eval uatewhat you dowith your time. Next, makeadj ustments
inyour schedul eand activitiestoincludethosethingsyou should and want todo such asutilizing thethreeresources.
Shareyour schedul e and goalswith your pastor, spiritual leader, or friend whowill hold you accountableand help
you make improvements. Work hard to recondition your lifestylefor at least thirty days. Thislength of time has
been shown to be critical for developing new habits.

Why do | still sin after | am saved?

Though the spirit is changed, the body remains unchanged. Thus, Christians have two natures: righteousness
inthespirit and unrighteousnessintheflesh. Thisiswhy Paul said of himself that when hewanted to do good, evil
was always present in him (Romans 7:21).

What should | do to resist sin?
Love God more than anything el se (Matthew 22:36-40).

How can | learn to love God?

Loving God beginswith salvation, and then nurtured with prayer, learning the Word of God, fellowshipping
with saintsinalocal, new testament church who love God, and obeying God’ scommands. If you do not love God
as you should, then ask Him to teach you.

How can | truly know God rather than know about God?
By being saved and nurturing your relationship with Christ.

Is my tendency to be carnal and to give in to sin an indication that | am not saved?

Such atendency is certainly characteristic of thelost. However, it ispossible for a Christian to struggle with
temptationsandsin. Infact, for someitispossibletobecomeso carnal that they forget they wereeven saved (Second
Peter 1:9). Paul described himself as struggling with sin in Romans 7:15-25 saying that evil was always present

@ith himthough hisinward manawaysserved God. Nonetheless, in Second Corinthians13:5, Paul wisely advis§
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fhat you examine yourself to seeif you arein the faith. Because salvation is based on your trust in and surrende
to Jesus Christ, your works can only raise your confidence or doubts. They do not determine your destiny.

| doubt the reality of my salvation because | so easily turn to sin, revel in it, and consistently live in
defeat. My life has not changed even though | do not doubt the message of the Gospel. Do | really know
God?

Thereisnoway toauthoritatively giveyou ananswer tothisquestion. However, your needisoneof twothings:
(1) you need to be saved, or (2) you need to nurture your relationship with God. Confidence in your salvation
depends on your continuanceto grow in Him (Second Peter 1:6-9). Failureto do so resultsin doubt. Nonethel ess,
one good evidence that you manifest is concern for your salvation.

How can | be “transformed by the renewing of my mind” so that my desire for God is stronger than my
desire for the flesh?

Transforming your mindrequiresthesal vation experienceand thereconditioning process. Thenew maninside
already loves God and desiresto do right. However, the old man in the flesh is unchanged and continuesto love
sin (Romans 7:18, 21). Therefore, you must commit yourself to bringing your body under subjection to the spirit.
Y ou needto cleaveto good and fleeevil. Y ou need to study the Bible, pray, and attend the assembly of alocal new
testament church. Y ou need spiritual rolemodels. Y ou need to call out to God for help. All of thesethingsarethe
beginning of rebuilding anew lifeinthefleshfor Christ. Thebody isnot changed, therefore, you will havetofight
it for therest of your life. Fortunately, it can be reconditioned, and new habits can be formed to reduce the force
of carnal temptations. Thisisthe process of transforming and renewing your mind.

Will I be judged for my lifestyle after | am saved?
Y es. First Corinthians 3:11-15 explainsthat Christianswill be judged resulting in reward or loss. Regardless
of the outcome, verse 15 says you will still be saved.

Are Christians judged for sins that have been forgiven?

After you become a Christian, your past sins are forgiven (Romans 3:25) and forgotten (Psalm 103:12).
However, once you become a Christian, sinsareforgiven but thereisjudgment (First Corinthians 3:11-15). This
judgment isfor reward and loss not for your soul’s salvation or condemnation.

Can | sin and live it up without worry?

Y oushouldworry. Thebornagain Christianisnew inhisspirit (Second Corinthians5:17) and hasnew desires.
Failureto forsake acarnal lifestyle suggeststhat you did not repent. Thisiswhy Paul challenged someat Corinth
to examinethemselvesto seeif they weretruly saved (Second Corinthians 13:5). In addition, the chastisement of
God is not pleasant (Hebrews 12:6), nor is the judgment of God (First Corinthians 3:11-15).

Are Christians perfect?
No. Paul was agood example of being Christian, but he still struggled with sin (Romans 7:15-23).

What is the unpardonable sin?

In Mark 3:29, Jesus says that blaspheme against the Holy Ghost will not beforgiven. Thisrefersto resisting
the conviction of the Holy Ghost to repent and to believe in Jesus Christ. Because the Lord convicts people
continuously in spite of their resistance to His Spirit, we can concludethat thissinisnot unpardonable until death
(Hebrews 9:27).

Am | less human if | do not live like Jesus Christ?

No. Though the words human or humanity are not found in the Bible, to be human (mankind, born of Adam
and Eve) includesbeing sinful by nature. Humans can be distingui shed from each other by their attributes such as
gender, race, etc. Likewise, there are humans who are lost and those who are saved: unrighteous in spirit and
righteousin spirit, born of the flesh and born again of the spirit. We are exhorted to be like Christ not in order to
become more human but in order to become more righteous (making the body conform to the righteousness that
we aready possess spiritualy).
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Did saints living before Christ have an excuse to sin? )
No. All people, saintsand heathen, before, during, and after Christ’ scoming have no excusesfor sin (Romans
1:20; 2:15).

What is the meaning of “let patience have her perfect work?”

James 1:4 refers to the idea of trials of faith working out patience or contributing to the development of
patience. Enduring trials causes you to wait on the Lord, and continual experience in trials increases the
understanding you gain by faith that God isin control and that you have nothing to worry about. Thisexercising
of faithand the subsequent patiencebringsabout spiritual maturity and confidenceinunderstanding God and living
for Him. When you understand that God is in control, there is no concern about needs and wants for anything.
Instead, thereis contentment in the knowledge that God isin control and that all you need isin Him. Inthis, you
become “ perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”

What is the meaning of “godly edifying” (oikonomia) mentioned in First Timothy 1:4?
Thistermrefersto being built up: asin edification and empowerment. Paul instructs Timothy, and us, toavoid
those things which do not build us up spiritually, make us stronger, and wiser in Christ.

What did Paul mean when he said he “exhorted, comforted, and charged” the Thessalonian church to
live worthy of God (First Thessalonians 2:11)?

Theword exhort is applied by one leading and setting the exampl e of following the Lord. Paul said in First
Corinthians 11:1, “Follow me even as | follow the Lord.” Paul described to the Thessalonians his example of
serving the Lord throughout hisletter to them, such asin First Thessalonians 2:1-10 and 4:1-3. Y ou will find this
exhortation of pleading and commanding to follow Paul’ sexamplein al of hisletters. Theword comforted refers
to consoling otherswith your own personal experiences. Paul wasdoingthisin First Thessal onians2:2 by pointing
out that he shared the experiencesof hardship withthosein Thessal onica. In Second Corinthians 1:4-6, Paul shows
us the importance of sharing like experiences with others and how this comforts. Animportant part of discipling
othersto walk worthy of the Lord isto be able to sympathize with them and to share with them how you handle
hardship and what thingscomfort you. Theword*“ charged” isapplied by hol ding othersaccountabletofulfill their
responsibilities. People are more motivated to do what isinspected in addition to being expected. As Christians,
our testimony to others makes our message credible. These three words are a part of all that goesinto discipling
othersfor Christ. Ultimately, discipleshipisacomplex interplay of many factorsinvolvedinliving for Christ and
sharing that lifestyle with others. A good summation of discipling othersto walk worthy of the Lord isfound in
Second Timothy 2:2 which says, “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”

| have sinned since becoming a Christians, and now | am afraid that | cannot be forgiven.

Godisinthe“business’ of forgiving. Second Peter 3:9 reminds us how longsuffering God isby saying, “ The
Lordisnot slack concerning hispromise, assomemen count slackness; but islongsufferingto us-ward, notwilling
that any should perish, but that all should cometo repentance.” God isvery patient and merciful. Hisdesireisto
gain your fellowship. When we sin, God wants usto remember His promisein First John 1:9, “ If we confess our
sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” God will forgive.
Thereal problem iswhether you will accept it and forgive yourself.
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4 CRruclIFixioN AND REsSURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST )

Why was Jesus crucified two thousand years ago and not at the beginning of the world?

God haswritten the Gospel of salvation in the history of mankind. His coming marked atransition from law
with Israel to grace with his church. He used Abraham as the typology of the original promise for salvation, the
nation of Israel asthe typology of being lost under the law, and the church asthe typology of being saved under
grace. Thus, Christ came at the point in history to show that He isthe means whereby transition from being lost
to being saved occurs. Prior to Him coming into one' slife, thereisbondageto thelaw but the promise of salvation
toal believers. After cominginto one'slife, thereissalvation by grace. Thus, Christ came at the appropriatetime
in man’ s history to demonstrate the Gospel message. Thisisatestimony to the fact that God isin control of “His
story.”

Why is Jesus’ death on the cross considered a moment of triumph?

The death of Jesus Christ was an eternal triumph because through His death, everyone can be freed from the
condemnation of sin. If Christ had not died, salvation would not be possible. Romans 6:23 explainsthat thewages
of sinisdeath, and Romans 3:23 saysthat al| havesinned. Thewagesof sinismorethan physical death, itisspiritual
death, whichinvolvesseparation from God and culminatesin eternal condemnation. Revelation 21:8 describesthe
punishment of the condemned in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone. Because God isjust, He requires
that sin be paid for (eternal death). However, because God is merciful, He desires to make that payment for sins
on our behalf. Praisethe Lord for His mercy, because if we (as finite beings) wereto pay for our sins, we would
bein hell forever. God (being an eternal being), on the other hand, is able to pay for unlimited sinsto an infinite
degreequicker thantheblink of an eye. Thus, thedeath of Christ onthecrossmakesit possiblefor ustobeforgiven
of our sinsandto be saved from eternal condemnation! “ O death, whereisthy sting? O gravewhereisthy victory?
Thesting of deathissin; and thestrength of sinisthelaw. But thanksbeto God, which giveth usthevictory through
our Lord Jesus Christ” (First Corinthians 15:55-57).

Why did Christ cry out to the Father saying, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me” (Matthew
27:46, Mark 15:34)?

Thisstatement indicatesthat the Father separated Himself fromhisSon. TheBibleteachesthat Christ took upon
Himself our sins, andin so doing suffered death becausethewagesof sinisdeath. Thisdeathismorethanaphysical
death, it is a spiritual death— a separation from God. Thus, when Christ died on the cross for our sins, He
experienced more than a physical death, He experienced spiritual death and separation from His Father. Hiscry
to God indicated that He died spiritually.

If Jesus died on Good Friday, why do we call it good?

Good Friday is so named becauseit representsthe provision of God for man’ ssalvation. Though the death of
Christ was cruel and tragic (an appropriateillustration of the consequences of sin), Jesus death wasfollowed by
His resurrection (showing victory over sin, death, and the grave). Thisis good.

Did Jesus really die on a Friday?

No. Matthew 12:40 saysthat, “ as Jonas was three days and three nightsin thewhale' sbelly; so shall the Son
of man bethree days and three nightsin the heart of the earth.” There are not three days and three nights between
Friday evening and Sunday morning. In addition, Matthew 27:57 tells usthat Jesus was buried in the evening. If
Jesuswas buried Friday evening, He would have been in the grave only two nights and one day. Some argue that
the three days and three nights are not to be taken literally and cite John 19:31 to show that Jesus died on Friday
theday beforethe Saturday Sabbath. However, John 19: 31 explainsthat the Sabbathwasa* highday,” whichmeans
that it was not aregular Saturday Sabbath. L eviticus 23:5-7 explainsthat the day before the feast of unleavened
bread wasaholy convocation in which nowork wasto be done. Such Sabbath dayswere called high Sabbathsand
could occur any day of the week. At the time Jesus was crucified, the high Sabbath occurred on Thursday, the
fifteenth of the Jewish month Abib. Thus, Jesuswas buried Wednesday evening. The three evenings Jesus spent

in the grave were Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday and the three days were Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
\-
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Fow could Jesus rise Saturday evening when the Bible says He rose Sunday? )

Jesusdid rise Sunday onthefirst day of theweek. Unlike our daysand nightswhich beginand end at 12:00am,
the Jewish evening and day begins and ends at 6:00pm. Thus, our Saturday night beginning at 6:00pm is the
beginning of the Jewish Sunday night. So, in Jewish terms, Jesuswasinthegrave Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
nightsand Thursday, Friday, and Saturday days. Jesus rose on Sunday at the end of Saturday at 6:00pm, whichis
the beginning of Sunday or the dawning of the first day of the week.

How can you say that Jesus rose in the evening and not in the morning?

When the women arrived at the tomb, Jesus was aready gone. If He had stayed in the grave the night before
Herose, He would have been in the grave four nights which is not correct, or He would have been buried in the
morning on Thursday, which isnot correct either. The only biblically consistent timefor Jesus’ resurrectionisat
the end of Saturday at 6:00pm which is the beginning of Sunday by Jewish reckoning.

If the stone covering Jesus’ tomb was so heavy that many men were required to move it, how did the
women expect to move the stone when they returned to apply additional burial spices to the body of
Christ?

According to Mark 16:3, they were wondering the samething: “ And they said among themselves, Who shall
roll usaway the stonefrom the door of the sepulchre?’. Apparently, because Jesus had many followers, therewas
reason to think that others might be at tomb as well.

Why did Jesus tell Mary not to touch Him (John 20:17) and yet allowed the women to hold His feet in
Matthew 28:9?

Thesearetwo differentincidences. Betweenthetime Jesussaw Mary outsi dethetomb and meeting thewomen
on their way to tell the disciples of His empty tomb, He had ascended to His Father in heaven.

BerFore THE CROSS

Before Christ’s birth, were people saved by faith in the Messiah or by the old testament law?

The Gospel of salvation by gracethrough faithin the Savior Jesus Christisand hasbeenthe ONLY provision
of God for man’ssalvation. Titus 1:2 tells us that the promise of eternal life in Jesus Christ was made before the
world began. Luke 1:70 and Acts 3:21 say that holy prophets have declared salvation in Jesus Christ (theMessiah
of God) sincetheworld began. Job stated that he knew that hisredeemer lived (Job 19:25). In Romans4: 1-5, Paull
explainsthat Abraham was not saved by works but by believing God. Infact, heisthe example of how everyone
should besaved (Romans4:12-13 & 23-25). King David understood that sal vation was by grace and not by works
(Romans 4:6-7). Therefore, salvation was, is, and always will be by faith in the Messiah or Christ Jesus.

Were old testament believers born again?

Absolutely. Habakkuk 1:13 explainsthat God cannot ook at sin. Therefore, heaven isaperfect place. There
isno sinin heaven (Revelation 21:27). The only way to go to heaven isto be sinless. This requires amiraculous
changein naturethat cannot occur by washing, being baptized, or doing good works. All saved peoplemust beborn
again of God — starting all over with a new, righteous nature. Jesus explained this to the Pharisee Nicodemusin
John 3:1-6 and marveled that aleader of Israel did not already understand this. Jesus' reaction shows that the
doctrine of being born again was nothing new.

How could people be saved and have their sins forgiven prior to Jesus Christ dying on the cross?
Whereas man waits for things to happen and is bound by the dimension of time, God is not. God identified
Himself toMosesas” | AM.” Jesussaid of Himself in John 8:58, “ Before Abrahamwas, | am.” For God, everything
ispresent tense. He did not have to wait for Christ to die and pay for the sins of man. Asfar asHeis concerned,
it already happened before He created the world. Therefore, the Gospel message was preached before the world

\pegan (Titus 1:2). )
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AVhat was the purpose of Israel’s covenant of law with God if it had nothing to do with their salvation?

This question was posed by Paul in Romans 3:1 after he explained that sal vation was the same for Jews and
Gentiles. Israel was chosen by God to be atestimony to the world of God’ s goodness. However, the privilege of
this status was a condition of law in that if they obeyed God, they would be blessed; and if they disobeyed Him,
they would be cursed. Their testimony to the world is that you do not want your relationship with God to be
governed by law. Seek for grace (Psalm 119:1-3)! Thus, | srael’ srolein history wasto show that arelationshipwith
God conditioned on law will alwaysfail. In contrast, the church’ srolein history isto show that arelationship with
Godbasedongracewill notfail. Sadly, duetothemoral frailty of man, thesetypol ogiesarenot properly represented.

LAaws

What is the law of God?
Thelaw of God referstothegoverning set of rulesthat reflectsthe standards enforced by God. It dictatesright
and wrong, morality, and sin.

Is the law of Moses the same as the law of God?

Thelaw of Mosesisalso referred to asthe law of God becauseit waslaw givento Mosesby God. Therefore,
itisGod’ slaw. It containslawsfrom God that apply universally aswell astothe Jewsonly, aspart of their personal
covenant withHim. Thelaw of Mosesisalso called thelaw of thy mother (Proverbs 1:8), thelaw of truth (Malachi
2:6), thelaw of the fathers (Acts 22:3), thelaw of the Jews (Acts 25:8), the law of righteousness (Romans 9:31),
the law of commandments (Ephesians 2:15), and the law of acarnal commandment (Hebrews 7:16).

What is the law of sin and death?
The law of sin and death is a universal constant that governs every person’s relationship with God. It is as
constant as the law of gravity or the law of momentum. The law isvery simple: if you sin, you die.

Are there other universal laws in the Bible in addition to the “law of sin and death?”

There are many laws described in the Bible. The universal, constant lawsinclude: the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus which deliversfrom the law of sin and death (Romans 8:2), the law of works and the law of faith
(Romans3:27), thelaw of mind (the new mind of righteousnesswith desiresto doright) and thelaw of sin(Romans
7:23),thelaw of Christ (Galatians6:2), andthelaw of liberty (James2:12). Theseunchanging, eternal lawsdescribe
“forces’ or rulesthat apply to everyone at all times.

CoVvENANTS, OLD AND NEW

What is the difference between the Pentateuch and the Torah?
The Pentateuch means five books and refersto the first five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy. The Torah means law and refersto these five books as the law of Moses or of God.

Do old testament laws apply to those under the new covenant?
No. Old testament laws were between God and I srael. Hence, we do not sacrifice animal's, stone children for
disobedience to parents, or put people to death for working on the Sabbath.

Are you saying that under the new testament Christians do not have to obey the ten commandments?
No. Read throughthenew testament Bible, and youwill seeall ten commandmentsmenti oned among themany
exhortationsto berighteous. The new testament between Christ and His church includes the ten commandments

- /

39




Bible Answersto Bible Questions

/Aswel| as practicesthat are unique to the church such as baptism and communion. It isnot surprising that the two
covenants given by God would include many of the same commands.

Why did God not restate the ten commandments in the new covenant?

Hedoesthoughnot asalist. Theemphasi sof thenew testament islovefor God. L oving God resultsin surrender
toHimand fulfillment of Hiswill. A personwho loves God will do everything God commands (John 13:21& 23).
Thus, in Matthew 22:37 “ Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, andwithall thy mind.” After stating thesecond command, Hesaysinverse40, “ Onthesetwo commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.” Whereas the old testament emphasi zes law and conformity by fear, the new
testament emphasi zes love and conformity by willingness and desire.

Why was the old testament law so severe?

The old testament was a covenant between God and Israel. The conditionswere simple: (1) obey God' slaw
and be blessed, and (2) disobey God and be cursed. The purpose of the old testament was to demonstrate that a|
relationship with God based on law and good worksisimpossible. It isimpossible for man to conform to God’'s
standardsin order to maintain agood relationship with Him (Galatians 2:16; 3:11). Thus, the old testament was
alesson on how salvation must be by grace and not by works (Ephesians 2:8-9). The apostle Paul explainsthat the
law served as a school master to bring people to Christ for mercy and grace rather than for reward due to works
(Galatians 3:24). Becausesinisso grievousto God and must be punished, the penaltiesfor disobedience (sin) were
severe. As Second Corinthians 3:6 explains, “the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.”

Why is the new testament different from the old testament?

The old testament illustrates what it is like to have arel ationship with God based on law. It is severe, full of
curses, and impossibleto maintain blessings. It showed that sal vation by worksisimpossible. The new testament
illustrateswhat it islike to have arelationship with God based on grace and mercy rather than law. It isdesigned
to demonstrate what it means to be born again and changed by Christ. Christians desiring to live for Christ enter
the new testament by baptism and are added to a church. Christians in a church agree to and are expected to
voluntarily conformto Christ’ scommandsasawitnessof how good, perfect, and acceptable God' swill is. Whereas
Jews were expected to conform to God’s law out of fear of punishment, Christians are expected to conform to
God’ scommandmentsout of lovefor Him and asamanifestation of therighteousness Godimputestoall believers.

Is keeping the Sabbath a commandment of the new testament?
No. Thereis no such commandment.

Why do Christians not observe the old testament Sabbath practice?

Thepurpose of the Sabbathisclearly stated in Exodus 31:16 to beasign between I srael and God. It wasapart
of theold covenant between God and I srael (Deuteronomy 24:7). Theold commandmentsintheold covenant were
abolished in Christ. Ephesians 2:15 explains, “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace. Thisis
why Paul cautions us about making abig deal of having a“specia” day (Romans 14:5 and Galatians 4:10).

If there is no statement in the new testament telling Christians to stop observing the Sabbath, should
they not continue the practice?

Asfor basing continual observance of the Sabbath because there is no verse that spellsit out, there would be
inconsi stency in not observing the other non-ceremonial lawsaswell such asstoning peoplefor serving other gods
rather than God (Deuteronomy 17:2-7), for seeking familiar spirits (Leviticus 20:27), for blaspheming God
(Leviticus 24:16), for cursing parents (Exodus 21:17), etc. There are numerous non-ceremonial lawsthat are not
observed today because they are apart of the old covenant. It is sufficient that to know that the old covenant was
abolished and that the new covenant replaced it. The old testament isto learn from and the new testament is our
set of commands.

Why do you say that the old testament laws were replaced by new testament commands?
Hebrews 8:13 says, “A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old

Eready tovanishaway.” Also, Hebrews 12:24 says, that “ Jesus|[is] the mediator of the new covenant.” TherefoB
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fhose serving Christ are made “ able ministers of the new testament; not of theletter, but of the spirit: for the  ette)
killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (Second Corinthians 3:6). The new covenant has replaced the old.

If the old covenant is replaced by the new, then why did Jesus say that He did not come to destroy the
law?

Jesusfulfilledthelaw andthe propheci esof theold covenant. In Him and thenew covenant that He established,
Hewasfulfilling all the old commandments. Hebrews 9:7-8 and Hebrews 10: 1 explain that the old covenant was
faulty becauseit could not make peopl e righteous and perfect. It was not faulty inits standards (Galatians 3:16-
22). Thus, Jesus Christ cameto makeit possiblefor peopleto attain the standards of the old testament law in Him.
Having done this, He set up anew covenant that did not destroy the old but rather completed it. The differences
between the old and new covenants reflect Christ’ s fulfillment of the old.

Why do many Christians today not follow the dietary laws of the old testament?

Dietary lawsforbidding certain foodswere given under the old testament, the new testament does not restrict
food except for conscience and testimony. In Romans 14:1-4, Paul says, “Himthat isweak inthefaithreceiveye,
but not to doubtful disputations. For one believeth that he may eat al things. another, who isweak, eateth herbs.
L et not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and | et not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God
hath received him.” He continuesin verse 6 saying, “Hethat eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks;
and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.”

Does a change of old testament dietary laws or any law of the old testament suggest that God has
changed?

Notatall. God’ scovenant with|srael wasunchanging. Theconditionswereclearly stated, and theexpectations
were clearly stated. God's dissolution of the old covenant was part of the contract (Matthew 23:37). The first
covenant represented the law and theimpossibility of man being ableto fulfill the law to be righteousand to gain
God' s pleasure. Thus, Paul explainsin Hebrews 8:7-8 that God had planned to make a new covenant with | srael
that would be better than the first. It was better because it could make one righteous and acceptable in the eyes of
God. The old covenant of law could not do this. It could only show what God required of them. The change in
covenantswas not theresult of achangein God but in the plan and method of God asdictated by Hiscontract with
men. It was His plan to change the covenant.

Does God’s command to Peter, in Acts 10:15, indicate that all food is clean and not to be considered
unclean?

Y es. Though the vision was preparing Peter to minister to Gentiles (unclean), God usesillustrationsthat are
consistent with righteousness and law. He does not useillustrations that violate His commands.

s it possible that, in First Timothy 4:3, reference to meats that have been created by God to be received
with thanksgiving are meats that are clean rather than unclean?

No. AsRomans14: 14 pointsout, all meatsareclean: “| know, and am persuaded by the L ord Jesus, that there
is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.”

Are dietary laws important to our witness?
Romans 14:17 says, “ For the kingdom of God is hot meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost.”
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4 CHURCH

What authority does God recognize as representative of Him and responsible to carry out His work on
earth?

InMatthew 16:18, Jesussaid Hewould build Hischurch. In Matthew 28:19-20, He commissioned Hischurch
to go, teach, baptize, andteach al nations. In First Timaothy 3:15, the church isreferred to asthe pillar and ground
of the truth. Ephesians 4: 12 saysthat the church isfor the perfecting of the saints, the work of the ministry, and
theedifying of thebody of Christ. Thoughtherearemany kindsof churches, thereisonly onekindthat i srecognized
by Christ that He has engaged with the new testament. Thus these churches are sometimes referred to as new
testament churches.

What is a New Testament church?

Churchesthat adhereto the teachings and patterns of the new testament for their doctrine and practice, rather
thantraditions, are new testament churches. Thiswouldinvolvethedoctrinesof: 1) salvation by grace and eternal
security without works, 2) the Bibleasthefinal authority of God’ sinspiredtruth, and 3) thechurchaslocal, visible,
authorized assemblies of baptized believers covenanted to fulfill the Great Commission.

Is the church the same as the family of God?

No. The family of God includes al believers. Everyone who believesin Jesus Christ is born again into the
family of God and are brothers and sisters in Christ. The church is made of scripturally baptized believersin
membership with anew testament church. Many believers are not in the church.

s it necessary to be a member of a church to be saved?
No. Salvationisby gracethroughfaithin Christ Jesus. Membershipinachurchisnot apart of one’ ssalvation
experience.

Of all the churches in the world, how does one find the correct church?
Thisisaninvolved subject and will only be outlined here in four points.
1. Proper lineage is essential .
A. InBiblical terminology, kind produceskind. Thus, to beatrue church, it must be organized and bornfrom
atrue church. God grants church authority through already existing churches.
B. Churchesthat have organized themsel veswithout the sponsorship of another church arenot churches. For
example, Joseph Smith’s Latter Day Saints (Mormons) and Mary Baker Eddy’ s Christian Science.

C. Churches organized from dead, heretical churches are not true churches. Dead churches lose their
authority from God to represent Him and have no authority to give to another. This does not affect churchesthat
were born out of aliving church which later died.

D. Though proper lineageis difficult to prove because of church persecution and destruction of records, it
ispossibletoeliminatemost churchesbased onimproper lineage. For example, whenthe Catholic church corrupted
the doctrine of the Gospel it died and all Protestant churches that subsequently descended from her are without
authority: Lutheran, Dutch Reform, Methodist, Presbyterian, etc.

E. Churches should be able to establish evidence of a heritage of proper lineage. Though the lineage of a
church may not betraceableto the original churchin Jerusalem, it should have the traditions and association that
identifiesit with churches known to have the proper lineage. For example, the Baptists, the Mennonites, and the
Brethren haveaheritagethat associatesthemwiththe BrethreninWaleswho havetracedtheir lineagetothechurch
of Jerusalem through ancestors other than the Catholic church who considered church lineage important.

2. Proper doctrineisvital

A. A true church adheresto the doctrines of the Apostles (Acts 2:42). Thus, atrue church believesthat God
isthe creator of the universeand al that isin it; that Jesus Christ is God come in the flesh, was crucified, buried,
and resurrected, and isthe Savior of theworld; that salvation isby grace through faith in the work of Jesus Christ
and not by any other means; that the Bibleisinspired by God and given to us to teach ustruth.

B. The examples of the seven churchesin Asia (Revelation 2 & 3) show that churches can corrupt and be

- /
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Andanger of losing their statusastruechurches(Revelation 2:5& 3:1). However, thesechurchesand the Corinthian
church also show that churches corrupt slowly and can have unbiblical doctrines and practices while still being
aive.

C. If oneisunsure about God’ s leading, it is safer to choose a church that is unquestionably sound in the
majority aswell asthe critical doctrines.

3. Spiritual guidance isimportant.

A. God wants every believer to be abaptized participant in His church. The example of the early churchin
Actsisthat everyone who was saved was baptized and added to the church. Peter commanded Cornelius to be
baptized which shows us the importance of baptism (Acts 10:48).

B. Any believer open to God' s Spirit will beled to atrue church. Because God wantsyou to be in achurch
and you desire the samething, hewill lead you. It isan important part of your spiritual growth and devel opment
(Ephesians 4:12-16).

4. My personal evaluation of churches is that Independent Baptist churches which are unaffiliated with
conventionsand man-made organi zationsaretrue churches. M any Baptist churches(evenin conventions) aretrue
churches, but thereis corruption taking placein the doctrines of the Bible, church, and Gospel. The corruptionis
going to increase. Most unaffiliated Baptists are the closest to being true churches.

Of what importance is church lineage to a church’s claim that it is a true new testament church?

Lineageisan absolute necessity for the succession of authority to be atrue church. The doctrine and practice
of receiving authority fromatruenew testament churchisbased ontheprinciplethat “ kind produceskind.” A study
of church successioninthebook of Actsshowsthat each churchwas* birthed” by someone authorized by another
church. The progression of all churches begin with the church at Jerusalem. Theindication of proper authority is
emphasi zed by theexampl esof laying on of hands, for exampl e, inthe case of Paul andthechurchat Antioch (Acts
13:3), and then Paul on the disciples of Apollos (Acts 19:6). This authority is transferred by means of baptism;
hence we read of examples such asthe great commission to go, teach, “ baptize,” and teach (Matthew 28:19-20),
the response of those hearing Peter to be baptized (Acts 2:38, 41), and Peter’ s command to baptize the Gentiles
who manifested church empowerment (Acts 10:48). Baptism without proper authority is shown to be powerless
and illegitimate by the examples of Apollos’ problem (Acts 18:25) and Simon’ sdesireto pay for the power (Acts
8:18). Thus, church to church transfer of authority by conditions of the new testament and by means of baptism
isthe only exampleof legitimatetransfer of church authority and empowerment. Thereisno transfer of authority
by any other means because there is no other authority on earth but Christ’s new testament church.

If church lineage is an absolute key doctrine, why did God not preserve accurate records or church
“family trees” that go all the way back to the first church? After all, He preserved his Word and the
lineage of Israel in spite of persecutions, etc., why would He not preserve indisputable records of the
lineage of his bride, the true church?

Onecanonly surmise an answer asto “why” God did not preservearecord of church lineage. However, | can
explain to you why preserving a historical record is not absolutely critical. To believe and practice church
succession demandsthat achurch insist on receiving proper authority from arecognized authority. For example,
theassembly of peoplein England who cameto beknown as Baptistsunderstood the doctrine of church succession
and sent aman to Wales to receive church authorized baptism from the church known as the Brethren. He was
authorized by that church to take that authority and baptize the assembly in England thereby passing on church
authority. Thus, the doctrine forces each church to receive authorized baptism from arecognized new testament
church. Adherencetothedoctrineof church successionforcespreservation of thelineagewhether therecordshave
been preserved or not. Gapsin the recorded of church history do not pose a problem to a church’s authority.

By church name and year, how far back can most churches trace their lineage?

M ost churcheshavetracedtheir lineageback only afew generations. Itsassurancethatitisintheproper lineage
is the adherence to the doctrine of church succession. This doctrine is held by our mother church, who in turn
practicesthisdoctrine, whichinturnassuresthat their mother church and subsequently each mother churchintimes
pastisandwasarecogni zed authority. Thus, adherencetothedoctrineassuresthat aproper lineagewasmaintained.

Qa church’s doctrine aligns completely with independent Baptist church doctrine on every issue excepy)
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fhe doctrine of church lineage, is that church considered a true church or a false church? N

A church can corrupt in many doctrinesand still be atrue church. Examplesof this can be seen throughout the
New Testament aschurcheswere being rebuked for holding tofal seteachings. In Revelation 3& 4, churcheswere
threatenedwithremoval of their lampstandsand loseof their statusastrue, living churches. They werestill churches
during and leading up to thetime of the rebuke. However, without correction they were going to become churches
without authority. A church that corruptsin the doctrine of church succession immediately becomes suspicious.
Without aproper doctrineof church succession, that churchwill approve unauthorized baptism and mission work.
Itsmembership rolewill bereplaced by people lacking scriptural baptism. Weknow that Satan will do hisbest to
destroy that church by such means. All mission works from its ministries will become suspect. Anyone
understandingthedoctrineof church successionwill avoidit. Suchachurchasthiswill inevitably loseitsauthority.
When this occursis up to God.

It is my understanding that many Baptist churches in the past were Calvinists. If a church’s lineage
traced back to a Calvinist Baptist church, does that make all churches that derived from that church
nonscriptural and therefore not true churches?

Calvinism raisesdoubtsabout achurch’ sstatusasatrue new testament church. However, there are degrees of
Calvinism, and the Bible does not indicate at what point the Lord removes the lampstand. Further, churches can
corrupt and become false churches after they have legitimately authorized other churches. Churches authorized
prior to the corruption of their mother church are OK.

When did the Church begin?

It was conceived in the mind of God before the world began, and it was complete and fully functional onthe
day of Pentecost. During the transition period from Israel to the church, several eventstook place. Jesus:

(1) gathered and trained the apostles (the Gospels).

(2) ended His covenant of law with Israel (Matthew 23:37-39). Prior to thisdenunciation, He had referred to
the temple as His house.

(3) sealed His covenant with the church on the cross (Acts 20:28).

(4) commissioned the church before His ascension (Matthew 28:19-20).

(5) empowered the church on the day of Pentecost (Acts 1:8; 2:1-12).

What is the Baptist bride?

To answer your gquestion, four points must be established.

1. The churchis not the family of God. For example, the church at Jerusalem was made up of believers, but
it did not include al believers.

2. Thechurchiscomposed of baptized believersin covenant with each other and with God to fulfill the great
commission. Thisiswhy assoon as believerswere saved they were bapti zed and added to the church (Acts 2:41).
Notice that the Great Commission requires the church because of the command to baptize.

3. The church isreferred to as Christ’ s bride (Ephesians 5:24 & 32).

4. Thereisamarriagesupper inheavenwith Christ, thebride, andtheguests(Revelation 19:7-9). Thepresence
of guests shows that not every born-again child of God will be in the bride. Because the church includes only
baptized believersin covenant with atrue church, and the church isreferred to asthe bride of Christ, it isobvious
that not all believersarenotinthebride. Itisargued that the church only representstherel ationship that Christ has
with al believers. However, it cannot be denied that believers in the church definitely establish a different
relationship with Christ and are more fully in obedience to His Word than those who are not baptized and not in
membership with atrue church. Thisisjust one of many rewards and distinctions God makes between believers
(First Corinthians 3:14-15).

The Baptist bride is based on the answer to the question of which isthe true church today. Baptists have the
proper heritage and the right doctrine. Therefore, because the bride is the church and Baptist churches are true
churches, then churches that are doctrinally sound Baptists are the bride. Most other churches have a corrupted
heritage or doctrine.
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44




Bible Answersto Bible Questions

Ahere in the Bible does it say that membership in a church is protective? N

Ephesians4:11-14 describestheroleof churchleaderswhichincludes, “ ... perfecting of thesaints, for thework
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,” and “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to
andfro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they
liein wait to deceive.” Welivein aworld of wolves, deception, and lies. God gave us His church to sustain the
teaching of truth (Matthew 16:18; 1Timothy 3:15). Thisiswhy we should be baptized and added to achurch (Acts
2:41 & 10:48), and assemble more often as the times become more intensely evil (Hebrews 10:25).

Does a false church lack the presence of the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is present everywhere. His work on earth is to work in the world to reprove it of sin,
righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8-11). Thus, Heispresent eveninafalse church. What afal se church lacks
isthe approval, authority, and empowerment of the Holy Spirit to be atrue church.

Can anyone attending a false church truly be saved?

Salvation isdetermined by responding to the Gospel message not by membershipinachurch. Therefore, itis
possiblefor aperson to hear the Gospel message while attending afalse church and be saved. However, if afalse
church has corrupted in its message of the Gospel, hearing the true messageis unlikely.

Is it possible for a believer to be a member of a false church?

Salvation does not guarantee that a person will alwaysdo right. Thisis obvious because of the many rebukes
tothesai ntsthroughout the Scriptures. Second Peter 1:9indicatesthat somesaintsbecomeso carnal that they forget
that they were purged and saved from their sins. Any saint who can go thisfar in thought can do anything in deed.
Thus, carnal saints can attend false churches. This has nothing to do with their salvation.

Are churches born out of splits approved by God?
Church splitsarethe result of rebellion, and rebellion is not approved by God. Members of churcheswho do
not follow the leadership of the pastor God has given to the church, are not authorized to start their own church.

What is necessary to start a new church?
TheBiblical patterninthebook of Actsisorganization, approval, and authorization by another New Testament
church.

What is the function of leaders in Christianity? And how does that relate to the meaning of Christianity
as awhole?

First Timothy 3 and Titus 1 show that a church leader must be agood role model of Christianity. In addition,
Acts 20:28 and Ephesians 4:11-16 show that leaders are overseers over flocks to guard them from wolves and
heresy. L eadershaveanimportant roleindiscerning thedirection of God, providing soundteaching, and discipling
thesaints.

Do you believe a preacher should be trained in a seminary?

God has supplied preacherswith all that they need in Hislocal new testament churches. Ephesians 3:21 says,
“Untohimbeglory inthechurch by Christ Jesusthroughout all ages, worldwithout end. Amen.” Further, thechurch
is Christ’s personal organization on earth to do Hiswork Hisway (Matthew 16:18), and is fully empowered by
Himto perfect thesaintstodothework of Hisministry, toedify, and to protect (Ephesians4:11-16). Itisnowonder
then that the church is called the pillar and ground of the truth (First Timothy 3:15). This does not mean that al
preacher cannot benefit from the resources and education opportunities of seminaries or any other training
institution. However, they are not necessary.

Why do many churches not provide training for their congregations and young preachers?

The church that Jesus built will always exist on earth until He returns (Matthew 16:18). However, there are
many churchesif not most that will fail in some way (Revelation 2 & 3). One of the contributing factorsto this
failureislack of study andteaching of God’ sword. Sadly, thereisal ot of shallow trainingresulting fromlazy study
habits, and lack of self-control and discipline. Thisisnot God' sfailure. Itisthefailingsof man. Because so many
churches have abandoned their responsibility to be thetraining institutions of God’ s people, non-church training
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Centers have become popular. They offer specialized training and expert teachers on avariety of subjects. Pastory
have consequently felt inadequate and sent young preachersto seminaries. But the effect has been devastating on
churches. Sending young preachers away from their churches means aloss of leadership that God has raised up
inthat church. Itleaveschurchesanemicandweak. | naddition, many young preachershavebeen corrupted by false
teachingsthat creep into seminaries.

Are denominations bad?

Denomination designationsarevery good. One canreadily identify achurch’ sdoctrinal positions, itslineage,
and practicesby itsdenominational association and thereby avoid fal seteachingsaswell asreadily identify sound
churches. Though each individual church needs to be examined independently, a church’s alignment with &
particular denomination says something about that church’s position on doctrinal purity.

What is wrong with the ecumenicalism?

Thismovement hasthenobleideaof unitingall Christiansto show onenessrather thandivisioninChrist. Christ
wants unity as Ephesians 4:13 indicates, saying, “ Till we all comein the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” However, Christ
desiresunity intruth not in spite of truth. Thisisthe problem with ecumenicalism. Truthisbeing sacrificed for the
sake of the appearance of unity. The fallacy of thisis shown by Amos 3:3 which says, “ Can two walk together,
except they be agreed?’ Ecumenicalism is producing a facade of unity and corrupts the Gospel message by
downplaying doctoral importance. True unity isonly achieved in Christ who isthe way, thetruth, and thelife. It
makes a difference what you believe.

Is Christianity a religion?

Y es, according James 1:27. It hasbeen popular to say that Christianity isnot areligion but arelationship with
JesusChrist. But thisdownplay of religionismisleadingto many becauseit suggeststhat sal vationdoesnotinvolve
repentance. This is a false Gospel of unrepentance. Also, it misleads Christians to think that obedience and
conformity totheword of God, other than believing in Christ, isunimportant. Whilelifestyle or workshasnothing
to do with salvation, conforming to the Word of God isimportant to spiritual growth and maturity. The intent of
the above statement is noblein its attempt to distinguish Christianity from other religions and to emphasize how
oneissaved, but the results and implications are disastrous. A better description of Christianity isthe statement
that itismorethan areligion, it isapersonal relationship with Jesus Christ.

What is religion?

Religion is described in James 1:26-27 as away of living and worship. It isthe set of practices approved of
by aparticular belief. According to James 1:27, “ Purereligion and undefiled before God and the Father isthis, To
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” Such activity
expresses the heart of the Christian faith which isto express love and compassion.

Is a man qualified for an ordained office (pastor or deacon), if he is married to a divorced woman?

No. Though the Bible does not list this as one of the disqualificationsin First Timothy 3 or Titus 1, therole
of theordained officeisclear. Thoseinan ordained position aremarked asrolemodel s (Seeal so, Philippians3:17).
Nomanisperfect, however, there should beevidence of alife devoted to God and behavior that isabovereproach.
Marrying adivorced woman violates a pattern of marriage that God desires, and so questions areraised asto its
legitimacy in an ordained position. Thisisnot to say that divorcees are permanent outcasts of the church and of
God' swork. Everyone makes mistakes and live in imperfect circumstances. They should be encouraged to serve
Christandtobeactiveparticipantsinthechurch and thegreat commission. They haveatestimony of how torecover
and to do right. God’ slove for themisthe same asit isfor anyone else. The only restriction they haveis holding
an ordained office.

Why does God place restrictive qualifications on the ordained offices?

The offices of the bishop (pastor) and the deacon are set aside by God for individuals who can serve as an
exampleto others of how God wantsusto live. These men and their families are responsible to be role-model s of
theChristianfaith. InFirst Timothy 4:12, Paul tellsTimothy, “ L et no man despisethy youth; but bethou anexample
Qf the believers, inword, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” Further, weareinstructed to @
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followerstogether of me[Paul], and mark them which walk so asye have usfor an ensample” (Philippians 3:17))
Theset of qualificationsfor the ordained officearefoundin First Timothy 3:1-15and Titus 1:5-9. Noticethat First
Timothy 3:4 & 11 include the examples of wives and children.

How will preachers in a weak teaching church be trained if not at a seminary?

There are many good materials (literature and video) to be obtained and good teaching preachers of various
speciatiestobevisited ortoinvitefor training seminars. A church seriousabout doing itsjob asGodinstructsthem
to do will discover that God providesfor al needs.

Should a pastor perform the marriage ceremony of a Christian and a non-Christian?

The commandment given in Second Corinthians 6:14 is to “Be ye not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness?’ If God says not to marry in this manner, aman of God must refuse to perform such awedding. To do
otherwise, would be to disobey God and to violate his responsibility asarole-model of Christianity.

How should | treat elders in the church?

1 Timothy 5:17 says, “ L et the eldersthat rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who
labour in the word and doctrine.” Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit
yourselves: for they watch for your souls, asthey that must give account, that they may doit withjoy, and not with
grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” Hebrews 13:7 says, “ Remember them which have the rule over you, who
have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.” And,
Hebrews 13:24 says, “ Salute all them that have the rule over you, and al the saints.”

s it acceptable for a Christian to attend Buddhist temples or churches of other religions?

Thisisnot good for two reasons. Number one, the L ord organized His church (local new testament churches)
tomature Christians, for Hiswork of ministry, for edifying saints, and to protect them from every wind of doctrine
(Ephesians 4:11-16). Therefore, Christians are exhorted to not forsake the assembling of themselves (Hebrews
10:24- 25). TheBiblemakesitimperativethat Christiansattend abiblical churchtowhich Hehasadded them (First
Corinthians 12:18). Number two, participating in anon-Christian religion corruptsyour testimony. Paul explains
inRomans 14:7 that your lifeaffectsothers. Inverses 12-20, Paul arguesthat whereasit ispossibleto eat sacrifices
offered to fal se gods because you know thetrue God, it isimpossible to avoid confusing and offending those who
do not know better. For the sake of aconsistent and true testimony, avoid participating in false religions.

Why do most Christians not worship on the Saturday Sabbath?

Accordingto Exodus31:13, the Saturday Sabbathwasasi gn between Godand I srael, saying, “ Speak thou al so
untothechildrenof Israel, saying, Verily my Sabbathsyeshall keep: for itisasign between meand you throughout
your generations; that yemay know that | amthe L ORD that doth sanctify you.” Anyonewhoviol ated thiscovenant
and worked on the seventh day of the week was to be put to death (Exodus 31:15). Work included using fire,
collecting sticks, farming, and any kind of labor (Exodus 35:3). The Saturday Sabbath was a part of the old
testament. Asfor the proper day for Christiansto worship, Acts 20:7 tellsusthat the disciples met on thefirst day
of theweek to hear Paul preach. Also, First Corinthians 16:2 telsusthat “ Upon thefirst day of theweek | et every
oneof you lay by himin store, asGod hath prospered him....” Obviously, Christianswere meeting onthefirst day
of theweek. Interestingly, Acts5:42 showsthat “ daily in thetemple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach
and preach Jesus Christ.” In fact, Hebrews 10:25 suggests that assembling together should increase in frequency
asthe day of Christ approaches. Whereas the seventh day of the week was a Sabbath day for |srael under the old
testament, there is no particular day of the week designated to be a sign or Sabbath under the new testament.
Therefore, Colossians 2:16 instructs to “L et no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an
holy day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days.”

What is communion?

Communionisoneof two ordinancesChrist gaveto Hischurch. Communioninvol veseating unleavened bread
(no yeast) and drinking unleavened (nonalcoholic) grape juice in the setting of a church gathering. In First
Corinthians 11:25, Paul reminds usthat Jesus said, “ This cup isthe new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft
\esye drink it, in remembrance of me.” Thus, communionisatimeto remember how and what Christ did to mak9

47




Bible Answersto Bible Questions

At possible for you to enter into the new testament with Him. It isatime of renewing your vow and commitmen
to Him. It isatime to thank Him. Communionis also called the Lord’ s Supper

How often should communion be taken?

The Bible does not say how often it should be taken. It simply says as often asyou do this, remember Christ.
Inlight of the seriousness of communion and the consequences of taking it unworthily (First Corinthians 11:27-
33), each church should seek the Lord’ sinvitation to partake in the communion with Him and do as He directs.

Can anyone participate in communion?

No. As First Corinthians 11:29-30 points out, “he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’ sbody. For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and
many sleep.” Thisdamnation isnot acondemnation of the soul to hell or loss of salvation. Itislossof health even
tothepoint of death. Another passagethat showssel ection of qualified participantsisFirst Corinthians5:7-8which
says, “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be anew lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our
Passover issacrificed for us. Thereforelet uskeep thefeast, not with old leaven, neither with theleaven of malice
andwickedness; but with theunl eavened bread of sincerity andtruth.” Communionisonly for Christianswho have
entered into the new covenant with Christ by being baptized in a new testament church, and are sincere about
fulfilling that covenant. Because of these conditions, communion is properly done within achurch congregation
as“closed” communion not close or open.

What is closed communion?

Closed communion refers to limiting participation of communion to the congregation of each local new
testament church. Christians should take communion only with those of their own local church. First Corinthians
5:7-13 showsthat achurch hasresponsibility to clear itsrollsof unrepentant Christiansbeforetaking communion.
Church members have made acommitment to one another to serve Christ and to be accountabl e to each other. For
thisreason, achurch hasauthority to disciplineits own members by removing offenders of the covenant from the
rolls of church membership. Obviously, this cannot be done with Christianswho not members. First Corinthians
5:12-13indicatesthat if achurchisfaithful to disciplinean offending member, then God will continuethediscipline
or judgment. The goal of all discipline, regardless of the degree of severity, isto reconcile the offender with God
and the church.

What is church discipline?

Church discipline is the practice of reconciling members with God and with their church. When a member
chronically violates the new testament covenant (the exhortations on how to live, think, and talk as stated in the
new testament of the Bible) and refuses to repent, his church (alocal new testament body of believers) has the
responsibility to encourage, rebuke, and reprimand him. In M atthew 18:15-18 showsthestagesof discipline. First,
the offender of the covenant is confronted by an individual. If thereis no repentance, two or more people are to
confront the offender so that therewill be witnesses of the encounter. Third, if the offender continuesto refusethe
counsel to repent, the church isto betold of the situation, confirmed by the witnesses of the second encounter. At
this point, the offender has the choice to repent or to be removed from therolls of the church. Hence, Jesus says,
in Matthew 18:18 that whatever isloosed on earth will be honored and loosed in heaven. This means that the
offender isnolonger amember of Christ’ schurch. He, nonethel ess, isstill saved andisalifetimemember of God' s
family. The offender isto be treated as a“ heathen man and a publican.” This means that he should be treated as
any other unbeliever, who disregards God, Christ, His Word, and His new covenant, with the intent to reconcile
to God (Second Corinthians 5:18-20).

What is wrong with using alcohol for communion?

The Bible associates leaven (yeast cells) with sin, and leaven is required to ferment grape juice in order to
produce alcohol. Leaven convertsthe natural sugarsin grapesinto the waste product called alcohol. Proponents
of alcohol for communion arguethat using al cohol isusing the end product of fermentation and therefore the end
of theleaven (yeast) inthedrink. Thiswould beavalid point if it wasthe end point. However, thisis not the case.
Allowed to continue its metabolic pathway, alcohol isfurther broken down into vinegar, which isfurther broken
down into methane gas or carbon dioxide, etc. Each of these pathways requires another “leaven.” It istrue that
‘" cohol kills many microorganisms, but it also serves asfood for many other leavens. )
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AVhy should unfermented, nonalcoholic grape juice be used for communion? )

IntheBible, leavenisassociated with sin. Theideaof alittleleaven leavening the whole lump describes how
sin spreads. A single cell of yeast doubling every thirty seconds, will produce billions of cellswithin just fifteen
minutes to ferment sugarsinto alcohol. Thisis quite a shocking picture of sin spreading! The alcohol represents
the consequence of sin, like the transition of a woman from virgin to whore. Unfermented grape juice better
representsthe picture of Christ’ ssinlessness, untainted by sin, pureand undefiled. It represents substancethat has
been unchanged by leaven (sin).

SpPIRITUAL GIFTS

Does God still demonstrate His power through ministries of healing and other miracles?

Though God does work miraclestoday, (I have been personally healed by Him from cancer), thisis not the
emphasis of God'swork. Ministries of signs and miracles are dangerous. Jesus said that an evil and adulterous
generation seeksafter signs. Paul warned the Thessal oniansthat Satan would deceivethevery elect with signsand
wonders. Thedisplay of signsby miracleswerefor convincing Jewsto returnto the God of their Fathers. AsPaul
explained in First Corinthians 14:221-22, the tongues ministry was asign for unbelieving Jews.

Doesn’t a ministry of miracles prove claims of the Bible?

Verifying truth and the presence of God is based on His Word and personal conviction by the Spirit of God
not on signs. HisWord isthe means of testing all spiritsand signs. If there isno conformity to the Word of God,
which does not change, then the signs and miracles in one’s ministry are not good. Sadly, many involved in
ministries emphasizing tongues, signs, and miracles disregard the Biblefor experience and feelings. Thisisvery
dangerousbecauseemotionsareunreliablefor determiningtruth. Whenfeelingsbecomethebasisfor experiencing
God, Satan can produce al kinds of miracles and signs to make people feel good.

Is tongues speaking, as practiced in the charismatic movement, valid?

No. The tongues of the charismatic movement is uncontrolled and emotionally induced. The fact that many
who speak intonguesbelievesalvationisby good worksrather than by graceal oneisevidencethat the charismatic
tongue phenomenon is not Holy Spirit induced. It is asfase astheir Gospel.

If the Corinthians spoke in tongues, why is it wrong to do so today?

Itisnot wrong to speak intonguesinduced by the Spirit of God. However, the charismatic tonguesof today are
discredited by their failure to conform to the Word of God which isthe means of testing all spiritsto determineif
they areof God. First Corinthians14:27-34 givespecificrulesto control emotionally induced tongues. Thereshould
be not less than two and not more than three tongues speakersin the assembly. Each should speak one at atime.
They should speak only if thereisaninterpreter (onewho understandsthelanguage) present. Becausethespiritsare
subject to the prophets, thereisno excusefor violating therules. Every meeting should be orderly and controlled.
Women should not beinvolved in speaking in tongues (First Corinthians 14:34).

Why do you say that speaking in tongues no longer valid today?

First Corinthians13:8says, " Charity never fail eth: but whether therebeprophecies, they shall fail; whether there
betongues, they shall cease; whether there beknowledge, it shall vanishaway." Thisversetellsusto expect anend
tothesignsministry. Thisisconsi stent withthesignministry God usedtoindicateHisapproval of theformer houses
of witness: thetabernacleand thetemple. In both cases (Exodus40:34-35 & 1Kings8:9-11), God'sshekinah glory
filled thetent and building at itsdedication to signify that the house of witnesswasready to be used. Likewise, the
church (local assembliesof scripturally baptized believers) are Hishouse of withesstoday. Ontheday of Pentecost,
God manifested Hisapproval and readinessof thisnew house of withesswiththemiracleof tongues-speakinginthe
dialectsthat hearersunderstood. Aswiththeshekinahglory, themanifestationsof tongueswasatemporary signfor
initiatingthechurchministry.

\- J
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4 )

Why were the rules of tongues speaking imposed on the Corinthians in First Corinthians 14:27-34 and
not on those in the book of Acts?

Thetongues practiced by the Corinthians were emotionally induced babble. Thetongues of Pentecost and of
the two incidents later recorded were Holy Spirit induced. It was common for Corinthians to corrupt everything
frommoralstodoctrine. Thecultureof Corinthwasso pervertedthat thecity wasreferredtoasthe* sink of iniquity.”
Thosewhowerecorrupted by thecultureweresai dto becorinthiani zed. Thetonguesof the Spirit werecorinthianized
by the Corinthian church. Thus, the tongues experience had to be restricted. It was not forbidden for two reasons:
(2) Paul did not want to prevent genuinetongues speaking, and (2) thereisnothing wrong with being excited about
theLord aslong asit is controlled and sober.

How were the tongues of Corinth different from Pentecost?

A study of the Acts’ accounts showsthat tongues of the Spirit were always associated with Jews, with church
empowerment, with convincing Jews of atruth, with the Holy Spirit, with listenerswho understood thelanguage,
with proclaiming God' sWord, with spontaneous experience not induced by emation, and had no constraints. The
corinthianized tongues were associated with Gentiles, were not associated with church empowerment, could not
be understood by listeners, were being sought after, and required constraint.

If Paul did not forbid the Corinthians to speak in tongues, why should it be forbidden today?

Paul’ sinstruction ontonguesdiscouraged the abuse of tongues. Hismainthemewasthat tongues should edify.
Thetonguesof Corinthdid not edify others(First Corinthians14:2), they wereselfish (First Corinthians14:4), they
were uncertain and meaningless sounds (First Corinthians 14:6-12), thus, they were not of the Spirit (First
Corinthians14:7). InFirst Corinthians14:21-22, Paul statesthat tongueswerefor ministeringto unbelieving Jews,
and in verses 23-26, he shows how their experience was not in line with the purpose of tongues.

s it right to speak in tongues to yourself?

Tongues of the Spirit, aswith al giftsfrom God, are givenin order to edify others. In First Corinthians 14:13-
15, Paul discouraged privately speaking intonguesthat could not be understood. He said of himself that hewould
not pray or sing in his spirit without understanding. Regardless of how good the experience makes onefedl, itis
not of God unless there is understanding.

EscHATOLOGY AND HEAVEN

What persuaded you that the pre-tribulation rapture doctrine is correct?

| heldtothepersuasion of apost-tribul ationreturn of Christ until aquestion cameto my mindabout thepresence
of lost peopleduringthemillenial reign. If Christ destroysall thelost at Armageddon (Revelation 16:1-21, 19:11-
21) and transforms all the saints in the twinkling of an eye upon His return (First Corinthians 15:52), then the
millenial reignwill beginwith (1) Christ and (2) only saintswith glorified bodies-thus, neither marrying nor being
givenin marriage (Matthew 22:30; L uke 20:35). So, where do all the lost come from that Satan gatherstogether
at the end of the millenial reign (Revelation 20:7-8)? The post-tribulation position isin trouble here.

**Thefallacy of post tribulation thinking:

Premise 1: When Christ returns, al saintswill be transformed into their glorified bodies.

Premise 2: Glorified saintswill not have children.

Conclusion1: When Christ returnsat theend of thetribulation only glorified saintswill occupy theearthduring
themillenial reign.

Conclusion 2: There are no children or lost in the millenial reign.

Conclusion 3: This scenario contradicts the Bible describing Satan gathering lost people at the end of the
millenial reign.

- /
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/~ Ontheother hand, if themillenial reign beginswith (1) Christ, (2) glorified saints(including thosetransformed
inthetwinkling of aneyeat therapture), AND (3) thosesaved during thetribul ation period (who continuein mortal
bodiesonintothemillenial reign marrying and having children), thenweknow wherethelost comefromduringthe
millenial reign. They arethe children and descendents of the saved saintsin mortal bodies. Some of these children
will undoubtedly be saved, but otherswill reject Christ. Thus, the pre-tribul ation raptureisthe best scenario of end
timesbecauseit isconsistent with Scripture.

Is Matthew 13:24-30 consistent with the pre-tribulation rapture doctrine?

Theideaof the parable of the taresin Matthew 13:24-30 isto show that saints and lost people will beliving
together on earth until thejudgment day. L ost and saved will belivingtogether until theraptureand after therapture
(the 144,000 and the subsequent saved). They are not completely separated until after the millenial reign
(Revelation 20:7-15). Thus, to strictly apply this parable to the complete separation of saints from the lost, the
timingwould apply tothevery end of theworld asweknow it and the beginning of thenew heavensand earth. Until
thishappens, theLord will returntwo moretimes: (1) at theraptureand (2) at theend of thetribulation periodwhich
isthebeginning of themillenial reign. Thereal messageof theparableisGod’ sdesireto protect thewheat fromGod' s
judgment. Thisisconsistent with the purpose of therapturewhichisthe*beginning of theend.” In preparation for
judgment, the L ord removes His saintsfrom harm (or seal sthem for protection from Hisjudgment, (cf Revelation
7:1-8and 9-17). After therapture, God beginsHisjudgment of theworld by: (1) removing Hisblessingsthat man
takesfor granted, Revelation 8:7-12; (2) removing Hisbl essing of restraining demoniacsfrominflicting misery on
man, Revelation 9:1-21; and (3) Hispersonal affliction and judgment on thelost, Revelation 16:1-21, 19:11-21.

Why are words not found in the Bible such as pre- and post-tribulation used in Biblical teaching to
describe a particular teaching?

Words are symbols of meaning and are useful tools for communicating ideas. A single word can be used to
sum up an explanation of many ideas. Instead of referring to the doctrine of Christ’ sreturn prior tothesevenyears
of tribulation described in the book of Revelation, one can communicate the same idea by simply saying the
doctrine of pre-tribul ation. Peoplewho aretroubled by such word usagefail to understand the nature of language.
One can only wonder how such people justify trandating the Greek and Hebrew texts of the original autographs
into other languages with words that do not exist in either the Greek or Hebrew vocabulary.

When will Jesus Christ return?
Jesus saysin Matthew 24:36, “ But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angel s of heaven, but my
Father only.”

When will the world end as depicted in Revelation?
But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only (M atthew 24:36).

What signs indicate that His return is imminent?

InMatthew 24, Jesuslistsseveral signsthat will signal Hisimminent return. Theseinclude, 1) “ many shall come
inmy name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceivemany.” 2) “ And many fal se prophetsshall rise, and shall deceive
many.” 3)“ yeshall hear of warsand rumoursof wars:” 4) “ For nation shall riseagai nst nation, and kingdom against
kingdom: andthereshall befamines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, indiversplaces.” 5) “ Then shall they deliver
you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nationsfor my name’'s sake.” 6) “And then
shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.” 7) “ And becauseiniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” 8) “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world
forawitnessuntoall nations; andthenshall theend come.” 9) “ But asthedaysof Noewere, so shall alsothecoming
of the Son of man be.” 10) “For asin the daysthat were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark.” There are other signsaswell, but all appear
to bein place right now. Christ could return at anytime.

If Christ’s return is imminent, should we not be warning people?
Definitely! That has been the commission and exhortation of Christ since the beginning. Even while Hewas
on earth, He was announcing that the kingdom of God was at hand. And Paul cautionsin First Thessal onians 5:6,
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/“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but et us watch and be sober.” In Second Corinthians 6:2, Paul quoted
God saying, “ For he saith, | have heard theein atime accepted, and in the day of salvation havel succoured thee:
behold, now isthe accepted time; behold, now istheday of salvation.” Andin Romans 13:11, he says, “And that,
knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we
believed.” The time to warn others of Christ’s return began 2,000 years ago. Everyday we are closer to that
becoming areality.

When the Lord returns for His church, what will happen to unborn children of women who do not know
Christ?

TheBibledoesnot describesuch asituation. However, wecan beassured from First Timothy 2:3-4 and Second
Peter 3:9that Godwill notreturnif thereisany chanceof saving onemoresoul. Nonethel ess, therewill undoubtedly
bebabiesborn duringthesevenyear tribul ation period whether at thebeginning or at theend. Therefore, itispossible
that God would allow babiesto continue their devel opmental processin the mother.

After the rapture and tribulation, will it be possible for saints to choose to sin or disobey God as did
Lucifer in the beginning?

No. AsSecond Corinthians5:21 pointsout, believersare madewith therighteousnessof God. Thisbornagain
experiencetakes placein your spirit not in your flesh. Thus, Paul saysin Romans 7:22 that in spite of the sin and
resistanceto do good intheflesh, hisinward man (spirit) serves God. Being madetherighteousness of God means
that you have His nature imputed to you (cf Romans 4:6, 23-24). |f your spirit is made righteous, then your spirit
cannot sin (First John 3:9). Oncein heaven, you will haveaglorified body which will never sineither. Thisishow
the Lord preserves the saints forever— once saved, always saved. Lucifer and the fallen angels had their chance
to be changed, but they chose to rebel. They were never imputed with the righteousness of God. The remaining
angels who chose Christ were (Colossians 1:20).

Who is the antichrist?

Anyonewho denies Jesus Christ as God comein theflesh to save usfrom our sinsis of the spirit of antichrist.
First John 4:3 says, “And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ iscomein the flesh is not of God: and
thisisthat spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now aready isit in theworld.
Likewise, Second John 1:7 states, “ For many deceiversareenteredintotheworld, who confessnot that Jesus Christ
iscomein theflesh. Thisisadeceiver and an antichrist.”

However, thereis THE antichrist mentioned in First John 2:18 which says, “ Littlechildren, it isthelast time:
and asye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is
thelast time.” Thisultimate antichrist is Satan himself. All those who deny Christ, align themselves with Satan.
However, thereisanother antichrist that Satan empowersduring thelast three and half yearsof tribulationtorule
the world. For a clearer description of antichrist (666), read Revelation 12 and 13.

When will the Antichrist appear?

Revelation 12:13-14 indicatesthat Satan will be cast down to the earth and persecute I srael for three and hal f
years. Thewoman is|srael and the “time, and times, and half atime” refer to three and ahalf years. Daniel 9:27
statesthat Antichrist will arisein abomination in the middle of thelast seven yearsof tribulation. Thismeansthat
he will appear and desecrate the temple for the last three and half years of tribulation.

Will the raptured believers be present on earth during the thousand year reign of Christ?

Y es. Revelation 20:6 says, “Blessed and holy ishethat hath part in thefirst resurrection: on such the second
death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him athousand years.”
All believerswill beinthefirst resurrection and will not suffer the second death which iscondemnation for sin (cf
Romans 6:23).

Will believers in heaven feel pain and sorrow for lost loved ones?

No. Revelation 21:4 says of those in the new heaven and new earth that, “ God shall wipe away all tearsfrom
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for
the former things are passed away.”
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Fow does the kingdom of God differ from the kingdom of heaven? N

The Kingdom of God iswherever God isKing. This meansthat His Kingdom isin heaven (the Kingdom of
Heaven) aswell asin surrendered hearts. In Luke 17:21, Jesus says, “ Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there!
for, behold, the kingdom of Godiswithinyou.” The saved have the kingdom of God withinthem, and arelooking
forward to entering into the Kingdom of Heaven, which is also called the Kingdom of God.

How does the holy city differ from heaven?

The haly city isthe capital city of heaven where God’ sthroneislocated. According to Second Peter 3:9-13,
there will be anew heaven and anew earth to replace the old aswe know it now. This new heaven and earth will
bethe utopiamankind has pursued sincethe garden of Eden (Revelation 21:1-5). Withinthisnew, divinecreation,
the city of God or the holy Jerusalem will reside. Some will livewithin the city and otherswill live outside of the
city throughout the new earth, ruling askings and priests or occupying asresidents.

What does the city of God look like?

Some speculate it is apyramid, a sky scraper, and aflying comet. However, and not surprisingly, the Bible
presentsadifferent, morerealistic picture. Thecity of God will belocated onthe mountain of God. Jerusalem sits
on Mount Zion. The new Jerusalemwill encompassthe entire mountain 1600 mileswide, long, andtall. Residents
of the city will dwell onthe mountain of God in much the same way asthey havein the old Jerusalem. However,
theriver of lifewill pour from the top of the mountain where the throne of God resides and flow down the slopes
incascadingwater falls, and beautiful riversmakingitsway throughout theearth. Thereisno seainthenew heavens
and earth, so the river of life flowing from the throne of God will be the source for al water in heaven.

When we die, will we look the same age in heaven?

The Bible does not tell whether there are different appearances of age in heaven. Obviously there will be no
bodiesshowing diseaseor deterioration dueto old age, and, therefore, it can be concluded that everyonewill appear
fully mature and in their prime.

Is there gender in heaven?

Galatians 3:28 says, “ Thereis neither Jew nor Greek, thereis neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: for yeareall onein Christ Jesus.” In Mark 12:25 Jesus says, “ For when they shall risefrom the dead, they
neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which arein heaven.”

Will we recognize our loved ones in heaven?
Y es. Noticethat King David anticipated that he woul d go to hisbaby in heaven (Second Samuel 12:23). Also,
Jesus described in Luke 16:24 that the rich man recognized Lazarus and Abraham.

If we recognize loved ones in heaven, will we have a tendency to love them more than others and show
partiality?

Youwill love everyonein heaven without partiality just as Christ loves everyone. On earth, we are subject to
the fickleness of carnal flesh. In heaven we will have anew glorified body.

Music

Is the devil an angel of music?

Thereisno versein the Bible that says Satan is or was an angel of music. More than likely, the association
between Satan and music is made because Cain’ s great grandson, Jubal, was the father of musicianswho played
the harp and organ. However, Cain’ srebellion against God and the killing of Abel does not mean that whatever
heand hisdescendantswereskilled at wereinduced by thetal ents of Satan. Another common association of music
with Satanisthe music of rebellion and sensuality. Certain kinds of music can besinful, provokelust and sin, and
be used by Satan. However, this does not make him “the angel” of music. y
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AVhy is Christian rock music not Christian? )

The obviousissue of musicinvolvesassociation or identity. The Bible exhorts Christiansto be conformed to
theimageof Christ andtoboldly beidentified with Him. Wedo so by wearing Hisuniform of love, peace, patience,
etc. (Galatians 5:22-23). In Ephesians 4 and 5, Christians aretold to forsake the things of carnality andtowalk in
Christlikeness. James 4.4 says, friendship with theworld isenmity with God. The point isthat there arethingsin
any given society which are identified with the world (rebellion, lust, drunkenness, drugs, promiscuity). Rock
music aswith faddish hair styles, baggy clothes of today, etc. show affiliation with the world (whether it be true
or notintheindividual’ smind). Clothes, music, hair styles, jewelry, mannerisms, and speech areall apart of one’s
uniformandidentity. Thisishow membersof gangsare oftenidentified. But, not just gang members. Y our choice
of uniformshowswho or what you areattracted to and associ ated with. AsaChristian, you should wear theuniform
of Christlikenessandaffiliation. Rock musicissynonymouswithrebellion, drugs, and promiscuity. Moreimportantly,
rock music affectsone’ semotionsand disposition which promotes carnality and rebellion. Many rock singersand
followershavewritten numerousarticlesonthepower of rock musi ctoinfluencepeople. TocombineChristianwords
to such music creates an obvious contradiction. The outcomeis carnal Christianity which hasthe name and words
of Christ butisnot of Christ. James3:11-12 questionsthiskind of combination by asking doesafountain giveboth
sweet and bitter water, and does afig tree yield olives? The obvious answer isno.

Are you saying that believers who listen to rock music are not Christian?

No. | am saying that Christian rock is not Christian and that believers should not be associated withit. Being
aChristianisdetermined by your faithin Christ. Listening torock music doesnot makeyou unsaved any morethan
being saved makes acarnal lifestyle Christian.

Isn’t Christian rock a good way to bring unbelievers to Jesus Christ?

No. Admittedly, some have been brought to the Lord because of Christian rock in spite of the rock music.
However, thisisnot agood practice becauseit promotesafal se Gospel of no repentance. The Holy Spirit convicts
hearts to flee sin, to leave the world and to surrender to Christ. The reasoning used to justify Christian rock is
dangerous. For example, should Christians become bar hoppers, whoremongers, and sodomitesto reach drunks,
prostitutes, and homosexual s?1f some are saved from ministriessuch asthese, it isin spite of the approach. When
Christ cametomen, Hewonthemby being different. Hecametothem andtalked to them, but Henever participated
intheir sin. Instead, He encouraged themto follow Him. Jesusled peopleaway from sinand promoted repentance.
Infact, Hesaid in Luke 13:3 that unless one repents, he will perish. Christian rock attempts to cloak the Gospel
messagein carnality to make it more appealing and acceptable to thelost. It is more acceptable because one does
not havetorepent. ThisresultsinfalseaGospel andfal seprofessionsof faith. Theoutcomeisfrighteningandtragic
asMatthew 7:22-23 pointsout. Many will cometo the L ord having done many wonderful worksin Hisname, and
He will declare to them that He never knew them.

MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, AND SINGLE ISSUES

What is marriage according to the Bible?

In Genesis 2:24, God says, “ Therefore shall aman leave hisfather and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh.” The commitment between a man and awoman to live as one flesh for the rest
of their livesismarriage. Though different culturescelebratetheinitial marriage covenant between ahusband and
wife differently, the result is the sasme—allifelong commitment to each other.

Can a man and woman make a marriage vow of lifelong commitment to each other without a ceremony?

Yes, aslong asit isrecognized by the law of theland. God honorsthelaws of theland and we should too. We
must avoid all appearance of evil asFirst Thessalonians 5:22 saysto “ Abstain from all appearance of evil.” Todo
this, amarriage commitment should be public knowledge and in conformity to the laws of the land.

- /
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AVhat does it mean to be unequally yoked in Second Corinthians 6:14? N

Theversereads, “ Beyenot unequally yokedtogether with unbelievers:. for what fell owship hathrighteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?’ The context of this exhortationisaplea
toseparatefromalliancewith unbelievers. Thisisoftenappliedto marriage, but it appliestoany activity that would
attempt to unite good and evil and threaten to harm the testimony and spiritual well-being of saints due to
compromise and influence to forsake Christ.

Does God approve of polygamy?

No. Having more than one wife would involve adultery. Jesus explains in Matthew 5:28 “That whosoever
looketh on awoman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in hisheart.” Adultery ispursuing
someonethat you arenot married to. Obviously, onewould haveto commit adultery to pursue morethan one mate.
Inaddition, theBiblestatestherulesfor churchleadersinFirst Timothy 3:2 saying, “ A bishopthen must beblamel ess,
the husband of onewife.” Pastorsare held up asexamplesfor otherstofollow. Thus, Biblical marriageisbetween
one man and one woman.

Does God forbid divorce and remarriage?

No. However, Hedoesdiscourageit. When talking to the Phari seeswho questioned Him about divorce, Jesus
told them, “because of the hardness of your hearts [Moses] suffered you to put away your wives: but from the
beginningitwasnot so” (Matthew 19:8). Further, hesaid, “ And | say untoyou, Whasoever shall put away hiswife,
exceptit befor fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her whichisput away
doth commit adultery.” This shows that Jesus does not approve of divorce and states plainly the implications of
remarriage.

Did Jesus say that divorce is sin?

Matthew 19:7-9 records Jesus answer to this question saying, “ They say unto him, Why did Moses then
commandto giveawriting of divorcement, andto put her away?Hesaithuntothem, M osesbecause of thehardness
of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives. but from the beginning it was not so. And | say unto you,
Whosoever shall put away hiswife, except it befor fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and
whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.” One commits adultery because in God's eyes
marriageunitestwo asoneaslong asthey live. Theoneexception for divorceisfor the cause of fornication though
Jesusindicates that even in this case divorce isfrowned upon. However, for hardness of heart (that is, because it
is hard to accept), He permitsit.

Is it wrong to divorce?

Jesuswas asked this same question in Matthew 19:3. Hisanswer was“ Have ye not read, that he which made
them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall aman leave father and mother,
and shall cleaveto hiswife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh.
What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”

If divorce is wrong, then why was it permitted under the old covenant?

Jesus' answer to this question is in Matthew 19:8 saying, “Moses because of the hardness of your hearts
suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginningit wasnot so.” Thus, itisJesus' position that divorce
wasandiswrong. It occursbecauseof hardnessof heart. However, it doesoccur andtherefore, God gaveinstruction
onhow toformally grant adivorceinwriting. God’ spositionondivorceisclear; therefore, giving instruction does
not indicate approval of divorce. Divorceistheresult of sin either by one or both partnersrefusing to honor avow
to God and spouse.

Why is divorce wrong?

InMatthew 19:5-6, Jesussays, “ For thiscauseshall amanleavefather and mother, and shall cleaveto hiswife:
andthey twain shall beoneflesh. Whereforethey areno moretwain, but oneflesh. What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder.” Marriageisacovenant and unionthat representstherel ationship between Christ
and Hischurch (Ephesians5:22-33). A broken marriagedoesnot show thistestimony. Divorceisabroken promise,
which isthe sin of covenant breaking.
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1S the spouse who does not want divorce in sin when divorce takes place? N

No. First Corinthians 7:15 says, “ But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or asister isnot under
bondage in such cases: but God hath called usto peace.” This meansthat heisno longer obligated to fulfill any
marital responsibility to the offending spouse.

Does Matthew 5:31-32 make divorce in the case of adultery ok?

No. This verse says, “It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of
divorcement: But | say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication,
causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that isdivorced committeth adultery.” Thisverse
explains how to grant a divorce and how to think about remarriage. A man does not cause his wife to commit
adultery if she has already done this herself.

Is Jesus suggesting in Matthew 19:9 that divorce is all right in the case of adultery?

No. In Matthew 19:9, Jesus says, “ Whosoever shall put away hiswife, except it befor fornication, and shall
marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.” Heis
explaining how God looks at remarriage. This has nothing to do with divorce.

Is it wrong to remarry?

Remarriageisadultery (Matthew 19:9). However, it doesand will happen. First Corinthians7:15indicatesthat
God will not demand that remarriage be prevented though He does not approve of it. In this case, peace triumphs
over burden. Trying to simplify and harness the results of sin (divorce) is no easy task. The fact is, divorcees
(especialy the unwilling victims of divorce) are subject to all the temptations of loneliness, passions, and needs
that areapart of any singlelife. Thiscondition subjectsthemtotemptationsof sinthat canberemedied by marriage.
God shows what is right, but shows mercy toward those who need to be married.

If you divorce because of your spouse’s adultery and therefore are not committing adultery by
remarrying (Matthew 19:9), does this suggest that divorce and remarriage for the cause of an adulterous
spouse is ok?

No. God states plainly that He does not approve of divorce (Matthew 19:3). However, it does happen, and He
describesin Matthew 19 how He views the question of adultery when one divorces or remarries.

Is there any acceptable reason for divorce?

Divorce (“putting away”) isnot right for any reason because divorcein the result of sin by either one or both
partners. It should be noted however that many spouses are unwilling divorcees dueto the hardness and rebellion
of their spouse. Such “victims’ of divorce are not in sin.

Should a “marriage victim” endure a relationship at all costs?

If theother spousehasput themaway by leavingthemfor another or by abandoning them, they arenot obligated
to endure the bondage of that relationship (1Corinthians 7:15). Further, the Bible does not require that a spouse
endureviolenceand harm. Such abuseisafailureonthe part of the offending spouseto “ put away” his/her spouse.

Is a “marriage victim” sinning by divorcing a spouse that has put them away?
No (1Corinthians 7:15). The marriage victim issimply formalizing what has been declared by the actions of
the offending spouse. There is often legal and liability benefits to be gained by being formally divorced.

s it all right for a man to be ordained even though he is divorced?
No. First Timothy 3:2 statesthat aman must be the husband of onewife. Remarriageisadultery, anditisnot
the role model God wants before His people.

If a man is “put away” and is an unwilling divorcee, is he still disqualified from an ordained position in
the church?

Y es. Theroleof theordained officeisafamily affair not just theindividual man (1 Timothy 3:4). Itisagreater
tragedy when one’ sministry isharmed because of others. However, it happens. Thisdoesnot excludeaman from
serving and exercising all of his gifts and talentsin ministry. Heis simply, yet tragicaly, disqualified from the
\- J
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6rdained office. N\

Do the qualifications of the ordained offices listed in 1Timothy 3 and Titus 1 indicate that a man must be
married in order to be a pastor?
No. A single man can be a pastor.

If divorce is sin, did God sin when He divorced Israel?

Jeremiah 3:8 says, “And | saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding I srael committed adultery | had
put her away, and given her abill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the
harlotalso.” Goddoesnotsin. Israel betrayed Him, and put Himaway, thus, Heformally acknowl edged her divorce
from Him.

Does God'’s divorce of Israel for adultery justify divorce between a husband and wife for adultery?
Divorceisnot justifiable. Inthe context of thisquestion, it isaformal recognition that one partner hasalready
divorced or put away his’her spouse by committing adultery.

Is a divorced man qualified to pastor a church?

No. First Timothy 3:2 lists qualifications of a pastor which includes, “A bishop then must be blameless, the
husband of onewife....” Titus1:6 concurswiththissaying, “If any be blamel ess, thehusband of onewife....” The
testimony of the pastor should be one of example. Divorceisnot an exampleto role model before acongregation.

If divorce for the cause of fornication is permitted, would a man be qualified to pastor if he divorces his
adulterous wife?

No. Heisunableto exemplify marriage before his congregation and role model the testimony of Jesus Christ
and Hischurch.

Why should a man be disqualified from pastoring if divorce is the result of his wife’s adultery?

Marriage takestwo willing partners, so then thewifeisas much apart of the success of the pastoral office as
her husband isin thisregard. The wife' sfailure can and will affect her husband and her children though they be
innocent. Warfare, spiritual or physical, bringscasualtiesontheinnocent aswell asthecriminal . Thepastoral office
has qualificationsthat Christ chosefor the purpose of representing Hisrelationship with His church regardl ess of
fault.

If First Timothy 3:2 and Titus 1:6 do not say anything about a man being divorced, does that indicate
that a divorced man can pastor as long as he is married to one woman?

Jesusindicatesin Matthew 19:5-9 that divorceeswho remarry commit adultery. Such language showsthat in
God' seyestheoriginal coupleisstill married. Themarriagetestimony inthe pastoral office should bearolemodel
of at least staying together.

Should a divorcee be allowed to join a church or serve in the church?
A divorcee, man or woman, can serve God and be a vital part of serving in the church. The only offices
Biblically restricted would be the pastor and deacon.

s it possible to serve God after divorce and or remarriage?

Absolutely. God desiresthat everyone, regardlessof their mistakesand failings, follow and serveHim. Infact,
God expectsevery Christianto livefor Him and to be engaged in ministry. Hewill hold usall accountablefor our
decision to be discipled and to disciple regardless of our marital status.

How is it possible to undo such a sin as adultery once you have remarried?

Sins cannot be undone only forgiven. God forgives sin, reconciles, and heals wounds for those in genuine
repentance(First John 1:9). Any relationship producedinsinwill alwayssufferinsomeway. Likephysical wounds
and scars, theremay belossof quality inliving. However, oncehealed, eventhosewith disabilitiescontinuetolive
lifetoitsfullest asthey are able.
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Af you remarry, are you forever in adultery? N

Adultery occurs when one breaks his/her marriage vow of fidelity to his’her spouse (Matthew 5:32). A look
at the example of King David shows he experienced a one time punishment for adultery. He was not continually
being punished everyday he was married to Bathsheba. Having remarried and made a new covenant with anew
spouse, do not seek to break that vow too.

Why does the Biblical position on divorce and remarriage lack compassion for the emotional needs of
people?

TheBible ssimply describeswhat God' sbest planisfor people. Hurt isthe result of sin and human failure not
alack of compassion in God. Jesus stated that divorce was allowed for hardness of heart and unwillingness of
peopleto refrain from remarriage even asvictimsin marital failure. Marriageis much more than companionship,
itisatypology of Christ’sfidelity to Hisbride. Itisaresponsibility to protect that message by making marriage
work for alifetime. Recognizing the seriousness of marriage as a lifelong commitment to one person and the
implicationsof failure, the disciplesresponded saying, “ If the case of the man be so with hiswife, it isnot good to
marry” (Matthew 19:10).

Are you suggesting that it is better not to marry?
No. God invented marriage and intended for men and women to marry (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:5-6).

Why does God forbid premarital sex?

Marriageisadepiction of one' srelationship with God (Ephesians 5:22-33). We are designed to be one with
Him. However, that rel ationship requiresacommitment (belief and repentanceresultsin God fulfilling Hispromise
to redeem you and to establish fellowship). This fellowship is based on both God and man’s willingness to be
committed to each other. It isapermanent relationship. It isafaithful relationship. A sexual relationship between
aman and woman joins the two as one flesh (First Corinthians 6:16). In order to be a testimony of the kind of
relationship God haswith believers, such aunion must occur under the conditions of alifelong pledge of fidelity
and commitment to love each other. In addition, there are other good reasons not to engage in premarital sex: (1)
God saysit iswrong (First Corinthians 7:2), (2) Pregnancies result in ill-advised marriages, abortion, or a bad
environment for children, (3) Promiscuity, (4) Risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases, (5) Loss of &
unique relationship with one person, (6) Produces insecurity and jealousy, (7) Contributes to weakening social
stability, increases selfishness, and loss of integrity.

How far is “too far” before marriage?

If sensual thoughtsinyour heart toward anyone other than your spouseislust, then any behavior that provokes
lust shouldbeavoided. First Corinthians7:1 says, “ Now concerning thethingswhereof yewroteuntome: Itisgood
for aman not to touch awoman. Neverthel ess, to avoid fornication, let every man havehisownwife, and let every
woman have her own husband.” Sexual behavior needs to be contained within the covenant of marriage.

What is sexual activity?

Any contact or behavior that produces sensual stimulation in yourself or another person. Thisincludes more
than physical contact. Peopleengagein sexual behavior by theway they talk, dress, and act. Everything from phone
pornography to low cut dresses to flirtation are sexual behaviors.

What kind of sexual activity is sinful?

Any sexual activity outsidetheboundsof marriage betweenaman andawomaniswrong. Such activitieswould
include pornography, premarital stimulation, adultery, and lustful thoughts. Proverb 6:25 warns by saying “ L ust
not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids.” In Matthew 5:28 Jesus says, “But |
say unto you, That whosoever looketh on awoman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in
his heart.
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4 MeN AND WOMEN

Does First Corinthians 11:14 really mean that a man should not have long hair, or is it referring to the
covering of Christ?

First Corinthians 11:14 states that, “ Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if aman have long hair, it is
ashameuntohim?’ Thestatementisclearly referringtothephysical length of hair onaman’ shead. Thecomparison
with that of awoman’s hair is unmistakable. To understand the explanation of this hair issue, it is necessary to
understand that everything we do and say is atestimony to others about Christ and our relationship to Him. The
way we look to others also conveys a message. Thus, hair length in itself is of no importance. However, the
testimony conveyed by hair length reflects upon your willingness to obey and identify with Christ.

If it is shameful for a man to wear long hair, why was Samson required to have long hair to retain his
strength and Nazarites such as John the Baptist required to not to cut their hair (Numbers 6)?

Appearance followsthe principle of identity by association. Samson’ slong hair asaNazarite was auniform
indicatingavow hehad with God. Hisappearancewasdistinctly different fromall othersand recognized by others
as being atrait of devotion to God. We do not have Nazarites today, and no one thinks of long hair as asign of
devotion to God. To the contrary, long hair today identifies one with a culture of rebellion, femininity, and anti-
establishment. It is disobedience to God (First Corinthians 11:14).

s it a shame for a woman to have short hair?

First Corinthians 7:3-16 says, “ But | would have you know, that the head of every manis Christ; and the head
of thewomanistheman; andthehead of ChristisGod. Every man praying or prophesying, having hishead covered,
dishonoureth his head. But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her
head: for that iseven al one asif she were shaven. For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if
it be ashamefor awoman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered. For aman indeed ought not to cover hishead,
forasmuch as heistheimage and glory of God: but the woman isthe glory of the man. For the man is not of the
woman; but the woman of the man. Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man. For
this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels. Nevertheless neither is the man
without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord. For asthewoman is of theman, evensois
the man also by the woman; but all things of God. Judge in yourselves: isit comely that awoman pray unto God
uncovered? Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if aman have long hair, it is a shame unto him? But if a
woman have long hair, it isaglory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering. But if any man seem to be
contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God.”

In First Timothy 2:9, women are told to dress appropriately, not in expensive clothing. But the Proverbs
31 woman is revered for clothing her family in pure and fine linen (verse 22). Is this a contradiction?

In Timothy, Paul iswarning women to be modest and not to appear dressed as the whores and pagan women
of the day. Clothing fashion is often auniform that associates uswith a class of people. For example, gangs wear
aparticular brand and style of shoes, or pants, or sport ahair style or flash hand signals or wear asymbol on their
clothes. Somepeoplewant to beidentified withthe” punk” cultureof rebellion by dyingtheir hair unnatural colors.
M erchandiseengineershave capitalized on marketing cl othing that i sassoci ated with sportsstarsand movieheroes.
Thus, clothing fashion often reflects how onedesiresto beidentified in culture. Thevirtuouswoman described in
Proverbsis being praised for being industrious and responsible which is reflected in providing her family with
clothing that reflects such qualities. Thus, one' svalues and character isreflected in the uniform or clothing they
choose to wear.

Does the Bible teach women to submit to men?

Y es. Thereisno way around thefact that God expectswomen to submit themsel vesto the leadership of men.
First Timothy 2:11-12 says, “ L et thewoman learnin silencewith all subjection. But | suffer not awomanto teach,
nor to usurp authority over the man, but to bein silence.”
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AVhy does God expect women to submit to men? )

First Timothy 2:14-15 explains, “ For Adam wasfirst formed, then Eve. And Adam was hot deceived, but the
woman being deceived wasin thetransgression.” Thisshows usthat the order of authority has nothing to do with
gender talent, intelligence, or ability. Theauthority order isareminder of thecreation order andthesinthat occurred
inthegarden of Eden. Biblical authority order by gender isafulfillment of rolesor typologiesto remind and teach
us about Biblical truths, namely, creation not evolution, the bondage of sin, and the need for salvation.

What does it mean that women are to be silent in the church?

First Corinthians 14:34-35 instructsto, “ L et your women keep silencein the churches: for it isnot permitted
unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn
any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.” The context
of thisverseisdealing with speaking in tongues and prophesying in achurch’ sgeneral assembly. Because of the
confusiongeneratedinthe Corinthian church by tonguesspeaking, Paul rebukesthem and setsdown ruleswhereby
order can bemaintained. K eeping thewomen silentisoneway of doing this. Tongues speaking churchestoday are
usually dominated by womenwho are caught upintheemotion of theenvironment. Thisshould not beallowed. Also,
controversy undoubtedly resulted from Paul’ srestrictionson tongues speaking, and thewomenwerenot to engage
in public debate with church leadership. Nonetheless, under normal circumstances within awoman’s sphere of
influence, sheisexpected to engagein praying and prophesying (First Corinthians 11:5).

What is the Biblical position on women preachers?

First Timothy 3:2 says, “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of onewife....” In addition, Titus 1:
6 says, “If any be blameless, the husband of onewife....” Obviously, awoman cannot fulfill the requirements of
being a bishop (pastor, preacher) by being the husband of one wife.

Why does First Timothy 2:15 say that women are saved through child bearing?

In preceding verses, Paul has described the role women have been assigned to fulfill in relationship to men.
In verse fourteen, he explains that awoman’sroleis duein part to Eve being in transgression due to deception.
Nevertheless, heexplainsin versefifteen, “ she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continueinfaith and charity
andholinesswithsobriety.” Inother words, women savethereputation of their gender by showingthey canprovide
sound, godly leadership as demonstrated in the lives of their children.

Is it justified to judge parents by the actions of their children?

No. Good parenting increasesthelikelihood of achild making good decisionsjust asbad parenting increases
thelikelihood of children making bad decisions. However, children make their own decisions and must assume
responsibility for their own choices. Nonetheless, it isobviousthat achild’ sdecisions do reflect upon his parents
by association, justified or not.

KiLLING, MURDER, AND CRIMES

Why does God command not to kill, and then command Israel to kill?

Theten commandmentsshow ushow tolivepeacefully and safely inacommunity. Killing each other for sport,
hatred, etc. results in a society of fear and suffering. In contrast, killing for defense or judgment protects a
community’s (nation, etc.) peace, safety, and stability. Hostile communities under governments of communism
or Nazism for example, threaten the well-being of free citizens. They seek to kill, destroy, and dominate other
communities. Such killersmust be stopped. Thisusually requireswar and killing because they do not stop except
by force. For thisreason, Godtold | srael tofight andkill their enemies. For thisreason, king David and other eaders
of Israel have fought and killed their enemies. Likewise, there are killersin communities which are amenace to
society. The death penalty eliminates their threat to society and helps to cause would-be murderers to control
themselves. The end result is a safer and more peaceful community.
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Ahy would God command the Israelites to kill the Amalekites when the ten commandments teach not to\
kill?

Therearedifferent Hebrew wordsfor “kill.” In theten commandments, theword meansto murder. The other
words mean to put to death or to slay. Theidea of murder isto unlawfully or unjustly kill someone. Isthere such
athing aslawful killing?

Y es. God established lawful killing asapunishment for certain crimessuch asmurder. Killingisnot unlawful
when used as appropriate punishment, defense, or protection as dictated by God and his law.

Why did God command Israel to kill other tribes of people like the Amalekites?

God uses nations to judge other nations (Daniel 4:17; Habakkuk 1:12). Judgment comes because of sin and
rejection of God. Though God islongsuffering, there comes atime when people reach apoint of no return. They
will only get worse and corrupt othersto reject God. Theway to stop thistrend isto eliminate the corruption. For
example, God wiped theworld-date clean and started all over after Noah' sflood. He doesthe samething onlocal
levels. He will do the same thing at the end of the world which may be soon.

Is the death penalty Biblical and approved of by God?

Y es. Inthe Old Testament, God Himsel f set up asystem of law and penaltieswhichincluded thedeath penalty.
Deuteronomy 21:22 says, “And if aman have committed asin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death....”
God still usesthe death penalty for sin (Romans 6:23). Also, First John 5:16 indicatesthat thereisasin unto death
which refersto crimes that are worthy of the death penalty.

The woman at the well was living in adultery and by the laws of the land should have been stoned to
death. Why did Jesus not have this woman stoned?

Jesussaid that Hedid not cometo judgebut to save (John 12:47). Hisministry wasto changelivesand to show
grace. Jesuscameto save peoplefromthelaw, sin, and death. Thisdoesnot mean that He condoned sin or despised
laws. Itwasuptotheauthoritiesof theland toenforcethelaws. For thisparticular, morelikely shewasset up. Notice
that the man was not brought before Christ.

Was Jesus a pacifist?

JesusisGod, and weknow that Godisno pacifist. Jesuscameat atimewhen | srael was conguered asanation,
and He demonstrated how to live under a dominating, hostile government. It was not in Israel’ s power to rise up
and reassert itself asanation by physical force. Thus, the Bible shows us how to livein both afree society and a|
conquered society. Jesus showed that through Histeachings, He could ruleasking inindividual heartsregardless
of socia status, race, or geography. Thisiswhy He said that His kingdom was from within you (Luke 17:21).
Presently, Jesusiswinning soul sand citizensthrough Histeachingsin both freeand hostile communities. For those
inahostile, controlling community, they shouldfight withthesword of God’ sWord. For thoseinafreecommunity,
they should fight with both physical and spiritual swords.

HumaN DEsIGN

Where does one’s soul come from?

The soul and spirit begin with physical life at conception. The phenomenon of identical twins shows us that
thisisso. Eachidentical twinbeginsasthesamecell, butintheprocessof dividing, aportion of cellsseparate. They
carry the same genetic code but form two independent personalities. In addition to being two distinct people
physically, they aretwo different soulsand two different spiritsthough having begun asone. Thisshowsthat there
isaspiritual dimensionassociated withthephysical world. Thoughthisspiritual reality isnot detectableby physical
senses, itisclear fromour illustration that it behavesvery muchlikethe physical. Thus, it could be argued that the
DNA codeisbothphysical and spiritual and givesrisetoboththephysical and spiritual partsof people. TheBiblical
basisfor suchaclaimisfoundin Romans3:10 and John 3:3-6. Because manisunrighteous, hemust beborn again.
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e must experience a nature change. When one is born of God, he is changed spiritually not physically. Thiy
indicates that the spiritual nature of man, aswell asthe physical nature, is unrighteous. Where did this spiritual,
unrighteous nature come from? From his parents. It did not comefrom God. Therefore, the best conclusionisthat
weare born withit, having inheriting it from our parentsthrough birth.

Are the soul and the spirit different?

God designed manwithabody, asoul, andaspirit. InFirst Thessal onians’5:23, Paul indicatesthewholeperson
consists al three parts saying, “| pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Moreover, in Hebrews 4:12, Paul distinguishes between the soul and spirit
saying, “For theword of God isquick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing evento the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is adiscerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.” The soul and spirit are different.

How can the soul and spirit be different if both are spiritual parts of man?
Just asyour leg and arm are both physical but different, so are your soul and spirit both spiritual but different.

How does the soul differ from the spirit?

Thesoul isthecoreof your being. Wherever your soul isthatiswhereyou are. Y our soul isyour seat of reason,
morality, and identity. Y our spirit isto the soul what your body isto the soul. It has spiritual sensesto detect the
spiritual world. Noticewhen Lazarusandtherichmandied (Luke 16:22), their bodiesstayed onearth. Y et, therich
man isdescribed asremembering hisearthly life, thinking, talking, hearing, seeing, and feeling. Hissoul wasable
to interact with Abraham spiritually because of his spirit.

If my soul is me and the part of me that thinks, how is that drugs that affect my physical body also
affect my thinking?

The physical body in extremely complex and contributesagreat deal to the total makeup of your personality,
emotions, andintellect. Y our brainhasmemory cells, it secretschemical sthat affect your emotions, and hasneural
networksthat allow for learning and thinking. Informationfromthe physical worldispassed ontoyour soul through
your body. Thedesign of your body issuchthat often you respondto your environment withreflex rather than brain
activity. Thisiscalledthereflex arc. Oftentimesyouinteract with your environment with brain activity rather than
soul activity. Nonetheless, your soul isaware of all activity just asyour brainisaware of reflex activity after the
fact. Thus, drugs or damage to the brain can physically affect your thinking skills.

In what ways does my body affect my soul?

Y our body determinesthelimitationsof how your soul can expressitself. For example, if youwanted to speak
but lacked a tongue, your soul would have to communicate by means of sign language or some other means.
Likewise, your body filtersand*“ colors” informationit feedstoyour soul. For example, if youarecolor blind, there
isalack of full color being seen. If you were on drugs, your brain would send altered perceptions of your world
or even hallucinations. The sum of your soul, spirit, and body contribute, as a complete package, to your overall
personality.

Is it possible for drugs to interfere with a person’s salvation, conviction, and understanding about sin?

Absolutely. Regardless of adrug’slega status, the effects can be such that one's state of consciousnessis
affected. People can be put to sleep, experience loss of inhibitions, loss of short and long term memory, and loss
of judgment to make good decisions. Thisiswhy we are exhorted in Ephesians 5:18 not to be drunk with wine,
butinsteadto befilledwiththe Spirit. Thisisnot an admonition against medi cinal usageof drugs. Itisanexhortation
tobeunder theinfluenceof the Spirit of God rather than theabusive useof acohol or any other kind of drug, person,
habit, etc.
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4 MISCELLANEOUS

Does the Bible contain all that God has or ever will reveal to man?

The Bible containsall that man needsto know to provide guidance and discernment. Thisiswhy Revelation
22:19isstrategically placed historically and Biblically becauseit says, “ And if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the haly city,
and from thethingswhich arewrittenin thisbook.” Nonethel ess, this doesnot mean that God has ceased to reveal
things to man. John 16:13 tells usthat the Holy Ghost is sent to guide usinto all truth. In Luke 10:22, Jesus says
that Hewill reveal Himself to people. Also, the Lord reveal spersonal blessingssuch asHedid with Simeon (Luke
2:26). Philippians 3:15 tellsus that God will reveal thingsto us. Nonetheless, all of today’ srevelation is subject
to being examined with the truths already revealed in the Word of God to test its conformity to truth and,
subsequently, itscredibility. No revelation of the Spirit of God will contradict and changethe Word of God in any
way asindicated by Revelation 22:19.

Why do people stick to one kind of Bible?

TheBibleclaimstobetheinspiredword of God. For thisreason, many peopleinsistonusingaBibletrangation
that is representative of the words God inspired and not the words of what someone thinks God says (e.g.
paraphraseslikethe Living Bible). Some Bibles claim to be tranglationsthat are true to the meaning of the words
but give great liberty to the translatorsto tell you what a verse means rather than tell you what words God used
(dynamic equivalence, e.g., NIV). All Bibles except for the KJV, aretranglations out of theinferior eclectic texts
which strive to incorporate representation of all manuscripts rather than strive for accurate representation of the
original inspired autographs. People who want to know what words God used, and place great importance on
reading atranglation that represents the autographs, use the KJV.

Why do the genealogies that include Adam leave out Cain and Abel? Were they not his sons?

Thegenealogy listed in Luke 3 showsthelineage of Jesus back to Adam through histhird son, Seth (Genesis
4:25). Adam had sons and daughters according to Genesis 5:4. Cain and Abel are not listed in the geneal ogies
because they are not ancestors to Jesus.

Is it possible for a Christian to be demon possessed?

No. Christians cannot be possessed by Satan or ademon in terms of being owned. Every Christian is owned
or possessed by Christ. However, itispossiblefor Christiansto becontrolled, influenced, and or oppressed by Satan
and demons. Jesus Himself was tempted and oppressed (harassed) in the wilderness by Satan though He never
yielded to temptation. Christians are also tempted, influenced, and oppressed by demons as part of the spiritual
warfare (Ephesians 6:11-14). Some stand strong and resist the influence asdid Christ, and othersyield to sin and
often end up hindering or working against Christ.

Should Christians be inclusive or exclusive about their religion?

Jesus' exampleof ministry illustrateshow weshoul d think about our ministry to others. Hewaskind and gentle,
giving andinstructive. Hismessageis. “ comeunto Him” and that “ Heal oneistheway, thetruth, and thelife.” His
invitation for salvation is open to everyone and anyone. He does not exclude anyone from the opportunity to be
saved. However, He does judge those who do not believe in Him by telling them they are wrong. He called the
Pharisees snakes and open sepulchers. He ran the moneychangers out of the temple with awhip. In doing these
things, Jesus was not being malicious. He was pointing out their error. Some people listen to reason, some to
significant emotional events, and othersdonotlistenatal. Thus, Jesus exampleshowsthat weshould beinclusive
ininvitation to salvation, and exclusivein wrong thinking and action. Wrong thinking leadsto eternal condemna-
tion. Itisbetter to confront peoplenow withtheir error thanto avoid confrontation now and | et them be condemned
later.

Why did God allow the Philistines to capture the ark as described in First Samuel 4?
God usedthePhilistinesto removetheark from I srael asatestimony toall that God wasno longer pleased with
@ael at that time. Israel was not following the Lord, and the priest Eli was neglecting hisresponsibilities as t@
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friest and prophet of | srael . First Samuel 3: 1 reveal sthat “ theword of the L ord waspreci ousinthosedays’ meaning)
that it was not being taught. Also, First Samuel 3:3 showsthat the lamp of God in the temple had gone out dueto
neglect by the priests and was symbolic of the light of God going out in Israel. Because of these sins and others,
God sent a messenger to Eli in First Samuel 2:27-34 to proclaim judgment against Israel and Eli which would
involve Israel’ s defeat in battle, the death of Eli’ s sons, and the removal of God' s ark from the temple.

Why haven’t human bones been found with dinosaur bones?

1. Very few representative organisms are found in fossil form.

2. Fewer organisms are found buried together unless they lived symbiotically or in very close proximity.
Occasionally, mass grave yards are found containing a variety of organisms due to mass deposition.

3. Because most fossilized organisms are deposited, the sorting of organisms by body size, density, and
geographical locationlargely determinethecollection or separation of organismsto befossilized. Thus, most fossil
groups occur separated and distinct from others.

4. Two sites have reported findings of human and dinosaur fossil footprints together (the Pauloxy river in
Glenrose, Texas and ancther sitein New Y ork).

Where or why, doesn’t the Bible mention anything about pre-historic man or of dinosaurs?

The Bible begins at the beginning of creation of all things (Genesis 1 & 2; Exodus 20:11). Pre-historic man
(Australopithecus, etc.) are creations of man’ svain imaginations guided by evolutionary doctrine. Dinosaursare
part of the creation on day six (Genesis 1:24-25) and fit the descriptions of behemoth and leviathan in Job 40:15-
24 and Job 41:1-34, respectively.

When was the apostle Paul saved?
The account of Paul’ s conversion (Acts 9:3-17) does not specify when hewas actually saved. He could have
been saved anytime between his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus and his meeting with Ananias.

Did Josiah die in Megiddo (Second Kings 23:29, 30) or in Jerusalem (Second Chronicles 35:23, 24)?
Josiah was mortally wounded in Megiddo during battle with Neco. Thus, Second Kings tells us where he
received thewoundthat killed him. Second Chroniclesclarifiestheevent by tellingwhereheactual ly expired. Such
descriptions are common in the Scriptures. For example, John 4:1 says that Jesus baptized more than John did.
However, John 4:2 clarifiesthat it was Jesus disciples, in association with Jesus, who did the actual baptizing.
Abbreviated statements and clarifications describing the same event are not contradictions or fal se statements.

Are there other people in the universe?

No. Romans 8:21 tells us that the creation groansin travail and will be delivered from corruption. Romans
11:25, the book of Revelation, and the prophesies of the Bible indicate that judgment, end time events, the new
heaven and earth, etc., are based solely on human events on earth. This suggests that we are alone. Second Peter
3:9 showsthat God doeshot want any to perish, therefore, it ismorethan reasonable to concludethat earth history
and future is based on human earth events alone. We are not waiting for others on other planetsto also be saved.

Are there female angels?
Interestingly, al referencesinthe Biblewithout exception are male names. Nonethel ess, it islikely thereisno
gender distinction among angels because they do not marry or reproduce (Matthew 22:29-30).

Do the women with wings mentioned in Zechariah 5:9 indicate that there are female angels?

No. Zechariah' svisionisallegorical asindicated by the woman in the ephah. Thereisno explanation of who
the women with wings are or what they represent in the vision other than they carry the ephah and its contentsto
Shinar.

Does use of male gender names indicate that angels are male?
No. Because God uses men for |eadership throughout the Scriptures, itisBiblically consistent that theangels
have male names.
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AVhat is the common name of the Acacia tree? N

There are several species of the acaciagenusall of which are gum trees. Gum arabic, used in manufacturing
adhesives, confectionery, and pharmaceuticals, isobtained from several speciesof acacia. IntheBible, thesetrees
are called shittim trees.

Is it wrong to drink alcohol?

Y es. Proverbs 20:1 warnsthat “Wineisamocker, strong drink israging: and whosoever is deceived thereby
isnotwise.” Also, Proverbs23:31 cautionsto“ L ook not thou uponthewinewhenitisred, whenit giveth hiscolour
inthecup, whenitmovethitself aright.” Inadditionto such warnings, thereisaprincipleto observebased onbeing
apersona temple of God and treating your body as such (First Corinthians 3:16). For the priests of the temple,
Leviticus 10:9 instructs, “Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the
tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations.”

If drinking alcohol is wrong, why did Jesus make wine at the Cana wedding (John 2:3-10)?

Jesus made a wine that was not acoholic. There are two kinds of wines in the Bible: alcoholic and non-
alcohoalic. The context of passages makesit clear which is being talked about. For example, Proverbs 3:10 says,
“So shall thy barnsbefilled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” New wineisfresh juice
that has not been fermented, yet it isreferred to aswine. To further illustrate Biblical referencesto non-alcohalic
wines, consider Jesus' illustration of filling anoldwineskinwith new wine(L uke5:37). Y east celIsnaturally occur
on grape skins so that old wine pouches that have already been used to contain wine also contain the residue of
fermenting yeastsfrom the previousjuice. The bursting of an old wine skin occurs due to the gasses produced by
fermentation. If the wine was aready fermented into al cohol, there would be no concern about placing new wine
intooldwineskins, andtheillustrationwould bemeaningless. Inlight of strong Biblical warningtoavoidalcoholic
wine and strong drink, it is obvious that the wine Jesus made was unfermented.

If alcohol is forbidden in the Bible, why does Paul tell Timothy to drink wine?

InFirst Timothy 5:23, Paul tellsTimothy to“ usealittlewinefor thy stomach’ ssakeand thineofteninfirmities’
rather than to drink water. Thereason for thisinstruction is obvious. The winewasbeing used medicinally. Some
contend that if thiswere areference to alcoholic wine, it would be no different than the many medicinesthat are
used today to treat illnesses and surgeries which compromise one’'s senses. Such usage of drugs does not
compromise the Biblical position of being filled with the Spirit rather than wine anymore than pulling an ox out
of aditch onthe Sabbath compromised thelaw of the Sabbath (L uke 14:5). However, the wine mentioned ismost
probably grapejuicebecauseit served asasubstitute for water and would befar better for stomach problemsthan
alcohol.

Does First Timothy 3:8 allow deacons to drink wine in moderation?

First Timaothy 3:8 saysthat deacons should not be given to much wine. Although being given to much wine
is specifically forbidden, the verse does not state that permission is granted to drink small quantities of wine.
Clearly, the Scripturesteach to avoid strong drink. Thus, whereas this verse states the qualification that deacons
should not be given to much wine, they should also conform to other passages of Scripture and not indulgein any
wine just as bishops have been instructed in First Timothy 3:3.

Why does God give instruction on purchasing strong drink in Deuteronomy 14:267?

Aswithmost thingsthat we purchase or own, thegood or bad of suchthingsisdetermined by how weusethem.
Alcohol had alegitimate use asmedicineor anesthesiainthe sameway many other drugs, that areotherwiseillegal
to use, are beneficial and lawful today.

Why did God turn Lot’s wife into salt rather than something else?

TheBibledoesnot explainwhy salt wasthe substance of choice. Interestingly, when acity wasconquered and
judged, its fields were salted to prevent vegetative growth. It was the fina act of conquest to doom the city to
complete desolation. Other speculations could be proposed to make good sermon material, but none would be
authoritative.

Ea thousand years to us is like one day to God, is it possible that the six days of creation are figurative/
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father than literal? )

No. Firgt, the references to time comparisons between God and man in Psalm 90:4 and Second Peter 3:8 are
not correlationsfor measuring time. Theseversesare simply pointing out that along timeto usisno timeto God.
Second, thedaysof creation aredescribed asthe cycle of an evening and amorning. Thisishow the Jewishtwenty-
four hour, literal day was accounted for. In addition, other passagesreferring back to the creation event repeat the
claim that the earth was created in six days. For example, Exodus 20:11 saysthat God created the heaven and the
earth and everything in them in six days. Likewise, Exodus 31:17 says, “for in six daysthe LORD made heaven
and earth, and on the seventh day herested.” The apostle Paul refersto thefirst literal seven daysin Hebrews4:4.
Thereisnotextual justificationto suggest that the Genesi saccount of creationisnot literal. Infact, attemptstomake
thedayslonger makethepassageridiculous. Consider, for example, plant life surviving thousandsof yearsbefore
thesuniscreated.

How can homosexuality be sin if one is born this way?

1. Homosexuality issin. Y ou cannot grow spiritualy living in sin. Romans 1:26-27

2. Sinisachoice, and the Bible saysto fleeit. Romans 12:9

3. Everyoneisborn and shapen in sin, therefore, there is no excuse for the sin of homosexuality any more
than thereis an excuse for any other sin. Psalm 51:5

4. Through Jesus Christ you can be cleansed from all sin. 1 John 1:7

5. You can control al sin. 1 Corinthians 9:27; Philippians 4:13

What is wrong with gossip?

Gossip hurtsrelationshi ps, reputations, and personal character. TheBibleclearly forbidsisby sayingin Second
Thessalonians 3:11, “For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but
arebusybodies,” andinFirst Timothy 5:13, “ Andwithal they learnto beidle, wandering about fromhouseto house;
and not only idle, but tattlers al'so and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not.”

Who was Cain’s wife?
Adam and Evewerethefirst man and woman. Cain wastheir son. Therefore, Cain’ swifewasone of hismany
sisters (Genesis 5:4) or relatives.

Where did Nod come from?
Thename* Nod” meanswandering exile. Such anamesuggeststhat it wasacity founded by Cain or acity that
was named because of him.

Where is the garden of Eden?
Genetic studiesindicate that humanity began in the Mesopotamiaregion. Thiswould coincidewith Scripture
references of earliest civilizations. However, the Bible does not say where the garden was located.

Why did God put the snake in the garden of Eden if He knew that he would tempt Adam and Eve?
God allowed Satanto bepresent inthegarden to show Adamthe choicethat hewouldinevitably makeanyway.
The temptation to sin was aready in Adam. Satan was merely a catalyst not the cause of Adam’s sin.

Could you please tell me how it is that people suffer from stigmata? Is it a phenomenon sent from God?
And if it is, why does He do this to people?

Stigmatas were used in the old covenant when I srael wasin acontractual relationship with God. Jesus ended
this covenant in Matthew 23. God does not use stigmas today (Luke 13:4).

s it possible to pray without doubting and receive anything we ask for?
In Mark 11:22-23, Jesus speaks of the prayers that move mountains prayed without doubt. The key to such
prayersis praying in faith. This means that you know what to pray for before you believeit.

Does failure to receive answers to our prayers indicate a lack of faith?
It means that you have not prayed with understanding of what God' swill is.
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1S it ok to pray to saints? ™\

No.InMatthew 6:9, Jesussays, “ After thismanner thereforepray ye: Our Father whichartin heaven, Hallowed
be thy name.” The only person we are instructed to pray to is the Father in heaven through one mediator, Jesus
Christ. First Timothy 2:5 states, “ thereisone God, and onemediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

Is it possible to live 120 years just as Abraham did?
Thereisno Biblical referencetoindicatelifespan limitations. Praying for it would requirefaith (knowing this
iswhat God wants you to pray for).

Are ghosts products of active imaginations or demons?

According to the Bible, spiritual beings (ghosts) are either demons, Satan, or the Spirit of God. There are no
references saying that the spirits of peopleremain on earth asghosts. Nonetheless, it ispossibleto hallucinate and
seeimaginary thingsincluding ghosts.

What does the Bible say about cremation?

There are no verses in the Bible that deal with the subject. However, the examples of Abraham and Jacob
indicate that they requested to be buried in Canaan. Also, God gave Isragl instruction in Deuteronomy 21:23 on
what to do withthe body of one hanged on atree by saying, “but thou shalt inany wise bury himthat day.” Though
theword“ bury” doesnot mean cremation washot practiced, whenindicated, it isdefinitely used for non-cremated
bodiessuchasfor Abraham’ s, thebonesof Joseph, and thebody of Jesus. Jewishtraditionistobury without cremation.

How does the Bible define nakedness?
Exodus28:42 definesnakednessby saying, “ Andthou shalt makethemlinen breechesto cover their nakedness;
from the loins even unto the thighs they shall reach.” The thigh begins at the knee.

Did God create the races?
God created Adamfromwhom Evewasmadeand fromwhomall other humanshavedescended by procreation
(birth).

Where did the races of humans come from?

Theraces of humans come from the genetic variability that occurs due to mutation of the DNA molecule and
intheexpression of genesinindividuals. Thisisnaot evol utionwhich claimschangeisunlimited. Changesthat occur
are definitely confined to each population kind. For humans, races are the result of change and confined to the
human population.

How do we know that all races of humans come from Adam?

First Corinthians 15:22 says, “For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made aive.” All humans
diein Adam because all humans have received Adam’ ssinful nature by birth. All humans come from Adam and
have the same need, namely, salvation in Jesus Christ.

Was Jesus a victim of the death penalty?

No. Jesus was not avictim of anyone or anything. He wasin full control the whole time by coming to earth
as aman with the purposein mind to die for the sins of the world. John 18:4-6 shows that Jesus wasin control of
Hisown betrayal saying, “ Jesustherefore, knowingall thingsthat should comeupon him, went forth, and said unto
them, Whom seek ye? They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, | am he.... Assoon then as
he had said unto them, | am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.” Matthew 4:6 shows that He had
guardianangel sat Hisdisposal to protect Himsaying, “ Heshall givehisangel schargeconcerningthee: andintheir
handsthey shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against astone.” In John 10:15, Jesus says, “...
| lay down my life for the sheep.”

Do you think that Jesus opposes the death penalty?
No. Jesus does not oppose the death penalty. He said in Matthew 5:17,z “ Think not that | am cometo destroy
the law, or the prophets: | am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” The law requires death for terrible crimes.
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Moesn’t the execution of innocent people like Jesus, suggest that the death penalty is wrong? N

No. The death penalty is the proper consequence for heinous crimes. However, the execution of innocent
people suggests the need for extreme caution and for doubt to favor life rather than death. For this reason, our
judicial system promotesinnocenceprior to being proven guilty and requiresconvincing evidence* beyond doubt”
in order to implement the death penalty.

Why are there so many different religions?

Religions are the result of both man’s vain imagination (Romans 1:21-23) and Satan’s strategy to prevent
peoplefrom seeingthetruth (Second Corinthians4:3-4, 11:13-15). When peoplereject God, they reject truth (John
14:6). Subsequently, they replace truth with false explanations of origins, lifestyle, God, salvation, etc. False
religions abound because people who reject thetrue God abound. Asfor Satan’ srolein religions, promoting and
encouraging counterfeit religionsis a part of his strategy to confuse and deceive people.

Should there be only one religion?
Y es. Thereshould only beone, truereligionintheworld- God' s. However, thisrequireseveryone’ sacceptance
of Jesus Christ and Histruth (Acts 4:12). Until this happens, there will never be asingle religion in the world.

Is a single one world religion possible?

Y es. When everything isin subjection and in conformity to Christ, then there will be asinglereligion (First
Corinthians 15:28). Until then, man will make vain attempts to form ecumenical organizations, and Satan will
attempt to force asingle world religion (Revelation 13:15).

Why can only Jewish people have the “Jewish faith”, or is that just stereotyping?

Historically, Jews have been united in onereligion, Judaism. However, for many thiswasritual conformity,
political conformity, social conformity, and religious conformity rather than doctrinal conformity. Today, Jews
areinvolved in many different religions though the country of Israel isstill dominated by historical Judaism.

What does “kicking against the pricks” mean in Acts 9:5?
A prick wasoften aniron goad used for urging on oxen, horses, and other beasts of burden. Sometimes pricks
were placed behind the heels of mules pulling carts to prevent them from kicking the cart.

Is it sinful to look at pornography if you’re not addicted?

Jesus saysin Matthew 5:28 “But | say unto you, That whosoever looketh on awoman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in hisheart.” And James 1:14-15 says, “ But every man istempted, when he
isdrawn away of hisown lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
isfinished, bringethforth death.” Sinisnot determined by addiction. It isdetermined by thewill of God. Proverbs
6:25 warns, “Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her eyelids.”

Do animals have souls?
Y es. Ecclesiastes 3:21 speaks of their souls saying, “Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and
the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?’
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