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Mission Boulevard Baptist Church

New Member Orientation

On behalf of the Mission Boulevard Baptist Church, I extend to
you warm greetings. We are glad that God has added you to our church
family. To help you become better acquainted with your church home,
we have prepared this Church Member Orientation Manual. There are
many wonderful opportunities in and information about our church
that we want to share with you to help you begin to get the most out
of your membership at MBBC. We are excited about God sending you
to participate in the ministries of MBBC, and we are committed to
helping you feel welcomed and accepted. Ask questions, share ideas,
and lend a helping hand. We anticipate that MBBC will be a better
church now that you are here.

Pat Briney
Associate pastor

New Member Orientation Checklist
!  New Member Orientation Manual
! Ministry Team Assignment
! New Member Orientation Meeting
! Sponsor a Pot-Luck/Open House
! Tour of Facilities
! Attend all Church Services
! Tithes/Offerings
! Participate in a Ministry
! MBBC Church Directory
! The Local, Visible Church
! Understanding the New Testament Church
! Finding the Right Church
! Brief History of the Baptists, by E.J. Overbee
! Trail of Blood, by J. H. Carroll
! MBBC Discipleship Ministry, Booklet
! Questions Answered
! Join a weekly Bible Study for Christian Growth
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Our Pastor
Greetings in the name of the Lord,
I would like to welcome you into the MBBC family. Your coming

is answered prayer and a great encouragement to us. We continually
pray that the Lord of the harvest will send forth laborers. You are sent
to help us get the job done that the Lord has given MBBC to do.

Concerning the church, the Lord has placed His church on the
earth to be the “pillar and ground of truth.” He tells us we are to disciple
all nations. To disciple means to be followers of Jesus Christ. Followers
of Jesus Christ are to be effective in achieving His purposes on the
earth. The Lord stated that He came to seek and to save that which was
lost. As Christians, the only thing that will count in our lives is what
we do for the cause of Christ. Everything we do in this life ought to be
effective, one way or another, in bringing others to a saving knowledge
of Jesus Christ.

Effective fulfillment of the Lord’s purposes in our lives is the only
means by which a Christian will ever experience a happy, satisfying,
fulfilling life. To be effective Christians we must first gain a clear and
burning VISION of why we are here. We must understand that God has
given us a great work of intense urgency. Next, we must understand
that we are all -each one CHALLENGED by God’s calling to PARTICI-
PATE in that great work. Finally, Christians must be ENABLED by
training, character development and encouragement by fellowship.

Without VISION, CHALLENGE, TRAINING, PRACTICE, and
FELLOWSHIP, Christians are destined to a FRUSTRATED and DIS-
APPOINTING life. It is in the LOCAL CHURCH that the Lord intends
to provide the principal means of VISION, CHALLENGE, TRAINING,
PRACTICE and FELLOWSHIP for Christian growth and fulfillment. It
is the local church in which the Lord has promised to place the
resources of materials, talents, and gifts to provide for optimum
Christian growth and service.

Read First Corinthians 12:13-28, Ephesians 4:11-16, and Ephesians
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1:22-23. In these texts we see that God places all the people in the church
as it pleases Him. The Lord has not chosen that the great work of His
church be fulfilled by just one or a main group. Nor can His people be
fulfilled by sitting back and letting others do the job. The work of the
church is best done when everyone has a part. God’s work is done and
each Christian is most fulfilled in his Christian walk when we each pick
up the cross daily to follow Jesus. Therefore God has placed you into
MBBC and you are a member in particular. We realize that the Lord has
placed in your heart a desire to serve Him. He has placed you in this
local church in order for you to receive encouragement and to help you
put that desire into meaningful practice. He has placed you in His local
church to provide a channel of service through which to develop and
practice your skills and gifts for His service. For you, MBBC is no longer
“that church” or “those people,” but instead “Christ’s church” and
“our ministry” together. Whether we stand or fall as a church, accom-
plishing the work or fail, depends as much on you as on myself or any
other member. The Lord has declared that every member is important.

In the church, God has promised, among other things, pastors and
teachers. These persons are for the edifying (building-up) of the body
of Christ which is His church. In that God has chosen to place you in
this church, He has chosen to make me your pastor. It is my respon-
sibility before God to provide leadership service to you and this church
that will best accomplish His purpose. As your pastor, God has given
me a great love and sense of responsibility to help you reach a
spiritually mature and fruitful life. The Lord has called me “one who
must watch your souls, as they that must give account.” As pastor I
am charged to guard the flock. The Lord has placed that same sense
in many of our brethren here. In accord to that responsibility, I with my
brethren make a pledge to you. We pledge our lives to help you become
that spiritually fruitful and fulfilled person that the Lord wants you to
be and has placed in your heart to become.

In the past years, many of us have worked very hard to provide
facilities, skills, and programs in preparation for your coming. They are
not perfect nor are any of us, but we have found them adequate to do
a pretty good job, and we are always trying to improve. There are many
kinds of Bible studies that you will enjoy that are both doctrinal and
practical. There are opportunities to develop character and ministry
skills through workshops. There are opportunities to serve in ministry
programs such as music, outreach, campus, family, community, teach-
ing, sound tapes, elementary preschool and much more. In addition,
there are activities of fellowship, recreation, and assembly. The funda-
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mental organizational unit is the “Ministry Team.” You will be assigned
to a ministry team. The ministry team fellowships provide for close
interpersonal relationships for every member of MBBC. Each ministry
team is comprised of only a few members and has a ministry team leader.
The ministry team leader and assistants are competent Bible teachers,
friends, and willing counselors and listeners. It is their job to orient you
into the programs of the church. They will help you establish a program
for your personal needs and development as well as areas of service
which you might desire. Along with myself and other staff members,
the ministry team leaders will give their lives and time to help you. We
want to help you become a fruitful member having the VISION of our
great task, ENABLED to perform and PARTICIPATING in a great work.
The Lord is giving us the opportunity to build a great church together
through which to do a great work.

HALLELUJAH!!! You are on a journey out of Egypt into the
promised land of a victorious Christian life. We welcome you aboard!
Bon-voyage!!!

Your pastor,
W. Brian Disney

Our Origin and History
MBBC was born in the lineage of churches that began with Jesus

Christ 2,000 years ago and which continue in the doctrines and
practices that distinguished the first church from all other organiza-
tions on earth.

MBBC is a true new testament church, legitimately organized
under the authority of a true new testament church, mission-minded,
autonomous in government, independent of man-made conventions,
Holy Spirit led, and Baptist by heritage. MBBC shares a heritage with
other true new testament churches documented in books such as, The
Trail of Blood and A Brief History of the Baptists. In particular, we are
an independent (unaffiliated) Baptist church meaning that we are not
under the governing influence of a man-made convention, association,
or fellowship. For more explanation on church doctrine obtain a copies
of the booklets, The Local, Visible Church and Understanding the
New Testament Church.
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The Rodgers Baptist Church Sends a
Missionary to Northwest Arkansas

MBBC had its earliest beginnings in 1970 when the Holy Spirit
directed the Rodgers Baptist Church in Garland, Texas to send their
missionary Brian Disney to Northwest Arkansas. Bro. Brian and his
family moved to a small farm in Farmington, Arkansas August 25, 1970.
Taking advantage of an NDEA teaching fellowship at the University
of Arkansas, he began teaching conceptual Bible studies to faculty,
students and staff at the college. These studies soon came to be known
as “Reality Sessions” because of their in-depth look at what the Bible
teaches.

The Rodgers Baptist Mission is Established

In 1971, a house located two blocks from the University campus
was purchased. The facility was called the “Reality Session House” or
“Session House.” It served as the campus center for people interested
in learning more about the Bible. On September 7, 1972, the Lord
directed the small group of baptized believers to organize as the
“Rodgers Baptist Mission.” Under the authority of the Rodgers
Baptist Church, it began with three charter members, meeting in the
downstairs of the “Session House.” The mission grew quickly, and the
upstairs was then used as the main meeting place. Eventually, a larger
facility was needed to accommodate the growing mission, and the Lord
provided a piece of property located at 600 Mission Boulevard. It was
purchased on December 1, 1973. The existing old house was remodeled
and soon served as the assembly area for the mission. The “Session
House” was later sold and a three story house located at 820 W. Maple,
across the street from the Plant Science Building was purchased. It is
used as a dormitory for students and for activities sponsored by the
campus ministry now called the Baptist Collegiate Ministry.

The Rodgers Baptist Mission Becomes Mission
Boulevard Baptist Church

The Lord continued to bless the mission and it experienced rapid
growth. By 1975, it was again time to move to a larger facility. The
members decided to use their own resources and labor to build a new
auditorium on the large lot just next to the house. The building was
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finished on October 27, 1975, just in time to hold the organizational
service during which the Rodgers Baptist Mission would become the
Mission Boulevard Baptist Church. It was established under the
authority of Rodgers Baptist Church in Garland, Texas, and had sixty-
five charter members. By 1979, the new facility was approaching
overcrowded conditions, and a six acre tract located at 2006 Mission
Boulevard was purchased. Construction of an 8,000 square foot
assembly building began in August 1980. The facility was built with the
labor and resources of the members, and in December 1980 the first
services were held in the new building. The building was dedicated on
February 27, 1981. An Education Building was built in 1982, and a third
building was built in 1984 for the growing Christian school.

Mission Boulevard Baptist Church organizes
Missions

MBBC continues the tradition of obedience to the Great Commis-
sion to win souls to Christ, to disciple them to follow Christ, to baptize
them into Christ’s church, and to teach them how to live in the teachings
of Christ. Now, God has added you to MBBC to become a part of our
ministry. MBBC reaches out to its local community and supports home
and foreign mission projects. Hundreds of souls have been saved,
disciples have been trained, nearly a hundred men have been called to
preach, and home and foreign missionaries are sponsored by MBBC,
and many other missionaries around the world are aided in financial and
prayer support. Following is a list of missionaries MBBC is sponsoring
and supporting as of July 2000.
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Our Missionaries
Missionary Field Sponsoring Church

Cristobel Yanez Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church

Michael Lea Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church

Nestor Martinez Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church

Pat Briney Academic Mission Blvd. Baptist Church

Robert Creech Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church

Tom Hardin USA Mission Blvd. Baptist Church

William Aya Panama Mission Blvd. Baptist Church

Abdou Issa Australia Hillcrest Baptist Church

Al Pflueger Latin America Central Baptist Church

Bruce Martin Honduras Metropolitan Baptist Church

Chuck Hernandez Temple, TX Calvary Baptist Church

Dan Rogers Mozambique Central Baptist Church

David Bandaru India Faith Baptist Church

David Bandaru India Faith Baptist Church, Harrison, IN

David Christenson Mexico Pleasant Valley Baptist Church

David Holland Papua New Guinea Bible Baptist Church

Dennis Thomas Central America Latin American Missions

Ed Fort Inner-City Chicago Empire Baptist Temple

Ekow Ansah Ghana Pleasant Valley Baptist Church

Fumio Nomura Okinawa Ohne Baptist Church

Hollie Bowling Philippines Fellowship Baptist Church

Jeffrey Blust Philippines Empire Baptist Church

Jon Rettig Czech Republic Lehigh Valley Baptist Church
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K. S. Varughese India Faith Baptist Church

Larry Schmaltz Canada Dearborn Baptist Church

Louis Turk Indonesia Bible Way Baptist Church

Mark Bachman Germany Roanoke Baptist Church

Nao Ko Yang Twin Cities, MN Empire Baptist Temple

Nils Degerlund Eastern Russia Two Rivers Baptist Church

Paul Mohler Philippines Faith Baptist Church

Randy Fleener Idaho Pine Grove Baptist Church

Richard Fairbanks Australia Rodgers Baptist Church

Russ Hanson Bibles to the Nations,Grace Bible Baptist Church

Russel Woolbright Massachusetts Friendship Baptist Church

Samuel Nyaunu Ghana Pleasant Valley Baptist Church

Silas Issa Australia Rodgers Baptist Church

Tim Chase Eastern Russia Two Rivers Baptist Church

Tom Hastings Germany Hillcrest Baptist Church

Wayland Hutto Colorado Christian Servicemen Center

Our Doctrine

The MBBC Statement of Faith and Aims

THE HOLY BIBLE

We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men supernaturally
inspired; that it has truth without any mixture of error for its matter; and
therefore is, and shall remain to the end of the age, the only complete
and final revelation of the will of God to man; the true center of Christian
union, and the superior standard by which all human creeds, conducts,
and opinions should be tried. We accept the King James Version of the
Bible as our text book for our church.
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GOD

We believe that there is one, and only one, living and true God, an
infinite, intelligent Spirit, the maker and supreme ruler of heaven and
earth; inexpressibly glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possible
honor and confidence and love; that He is omniscient, omnipresent,
omnipotent, and omnificent, and exercises these qualities with righ-
teousness, justice, and love; that in the unity of the godhead there are
three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, possessing the
same nature, essence and being, coexistent and coequal, each one
equally divine, executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great
work of redemption. God the Father is the first person of the Godhead.
He is Almighty, merciful, and just; holy, righteous and true. In His
divine office, He preserves the integrity of the holiness and justness
of the Godhead. God the Son is the second person of the Godhead. He
is God manifested in the flesh, born of a virgin, and known as Jesus the
Christ, Savior of the World. He is worthy of all honor and worship as
God the sacrificed Lamb for our sins and as befitting of His divine office.
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the godhead equally divine with
the Father and the Son. He is the Comforter in place of Christ, the
administrator of Jesus Christ’s church on earth, our intercessor for
prayer, and the reprover of sin, righteousness, and judgment in the
world.

JESUS CHRIST

We believe that Jesus Christ is God indeed manifest in the flesh,
the Son of God, and the Son of Man born of a virgin overshadowed and
conceived by the Holy Ghost. That He was sent by the Father to die
for our sins on the cross to be our faithful and High Priest, to be the
Savior of the whole world, to be the Redeemer of sins. He is the Lamb
of God who takes away the sins of the world.

SATAN

We believe that Satan, also known as the Devil, was once holy, and
enjoyed heavenly honor; but through pride and ambition to be as the
almighty, fell and drew after him a host of angels; that he is now the
malignant prince of the power of the air, and the unholy god of this
world. We hold him to be man’s tempter, the enemy of God and Christ.
He is the accuser of the saints, the author of all false religions, the chief
authority and instigator of all the powers of darkness—destined,



13

Member Orientation

however, to final defeat at the hands of God’s Son, and to the judgment
for him and his angels.

CREATION

We believe in the literal, six day Genesis account of Creation; that
man was created in God’s image and after His own likeness; that heaven
and earth, life, and all unique kinds of organisms were created by divine
will; that all living creatures were created and procreate after their own
kind. We reject the notion that living creatures evolve into a new kinds
of organisms as a result of accumulating changes over long periods of
time.

MAN

We believe that Adam was created in innocence, but by voluntary
transgression of God’s law, fell from his innocent and happy state.
From Adam, all of humanity is born and shapen in iniquity-a depraved
nature a birth, but all are sinners by choice.

 SIN

We believe that the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace;
through the mediatorial offices of the Son of God, who by the appoint-
ment of the Father freely took upon Him our nature, yet without sin,
honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and by His death
made a full and vicarious atonement for our sins; that His atonement
consisted not in setting us an example by His death as a martyr, but was
the voluntary substitution of Himself in the sinner’s place, the just
dying for the unjust, Christ the Lord bearing our sins in His own body
on the tree; that, having risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in
Heaven and uniting in His wonderful person the tenderest sympathies
with divine perfection, He is every way qualified to be a suitable, a
compassionate and an all-sufficient Savior.

GRACE IN THE NEW CREATION

We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be born again;
that the new birth is a new creation in Christ Jesus; that it is instanta-
neous and not a process; that in the new birth the one dead in
trespasses and sins is made a partaker of the divine nature and receives
eternal life, the free gift of God; that the new creation is brought about
in a manner above our comprehension, not by culture, nor by character,
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nor by the will of man, but wholly and solely by the power of the Holy
Spirit in connection with divine truth, so as to secure our voluntary
obedience to the Gospel; that its proper evidence appears in the holy
fruits of repentance and faith and newness of life.

THE FREENESS OF SALVATION

We believe in God’s electing grace; that the blessings of salvation
are made free to all by the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to
accept them by a cordial, penitent, and obedient faith; and that nothing
prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own
inherent depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel; which
rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation.

JUSTIFICATION

We believe that the great gospel blessing which Christ secures to
such as believe in Him is Justification; that Justification includes the
pardon of sin, and the gift of eternal life on principles of righteousness;
that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of righteousness
which we have done; but solely through faith in the Redeemer’s blood,
His righteousness is imputed unto us.

REPENTANCE AND FAITH

We believe that repentance and faith are solemn obligations, and
also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the quickening Spirit
of God; thereby, being deeply convicted of our guilt, danger, and
helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with
unfeigned contrition, confession, and supplication for mercy; at the
same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ and openly confess-
ing Him as our only and all-sufficient Savior.

THE CHURCH

We believe that a church of Christ is a congregation of baptized
believers associated by a covenant of faith and fellowship of the
gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ; governed by His laws; and
exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His word;
that its officers of ordination are pastors or elders and deacons, whose
qualifications, claims and duties are clearly defined in the Scriptures;
we believe that the true mission of the church is found in the great
commission: First, to make individual disciples; Second, to build the
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church; Third, to teach and instruct as He has commanded. We do not
believe in the reversal of this order; we hold that the local church has
the absolute right of self-government, free from the interference of any
hierarchy of individuals or organizations; and that the one and only
superintendent is Christ through the Holy Spirit; that it is scriptural for
true churches to cooperate with each other in contending for the faith
and for the furtherance of the gospel; sending and support of mission-
aries, schools and colleges, the care of the widows and orphans; That
every church is the sole and only judge of the measure and method of
its operation; on all matters of membership, of policy, of government,
of discipline, of benevolence, the will of the local church is final. We
further believe that the True, New Testament, Missionary Baptist
Church is the Bride of Christ, and to the church was given the
responsibility of these various activities.

BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER

We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion in water of a
believer; in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
with the authority of the local church, to show forth in a solemn and
beautiful emblem our faith in the crucified, buried and risen Savior, with
its effect in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that it is
prerequisite to the privileges of a church relationship and to the Lord’s
Supper; in which the members of the church, by the sacred use of bread
and wine (the unleavened fruit of the vine, grape juice) are to commemo-
rate together the dying love of Christ; preceded always by solemn self-
examination.

THE PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS

We believe in the security of the believer, and that such only are
real believers as endure unto the end; that their persevering attachment
to Christ is the grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial
professors; that a special Providence watches over their welfare; and
that they are kept by the power of God through faith unto eternal
salvation.

THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED

We believe that there is a radical and essential difference between
the righteous and the wicked; that such as through faith are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and sanctified by the Spirit of our God
are truly righteous in His esteem; while all such as continue in
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impenitence and unbelief are in His sight wicked, and under the curse,
and this distinction holds among men both in and after death, in the
everlasting felicity of the saved and the everlasting conscious suffer-
ing of the lost.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT

We believe that the civil government is of divine appointment, for
the interests and good order of human society; that magistrates are to
be prayed for, conscientiously honored and obeyed; except only in
things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ; who is the only Lord
of the conscience, and the coming Prince of the Kings of the earth.

THE RESURRECTION AND RETURN OF CHRIST

We believe in the resurrection and return of Christ and related
events, and accept the sacred Scriptures upon these subjects at their
fact and full value. Of the resurrection, we believe that Christ rose
bodily, “the third day according to the scriptures”; that He ascended,
“to the right hand of the throne of God”; that He alone is our “merciful
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God” “That this same
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven” - bodily, personally and
visible; that the “dead in Christ shall rise first”; that the living saints
“ shall all be changed in a moment in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump”; and that “Christ shall reign a thousand years in righteousness
until He hath put all enemies under His feet.”

MISSIONS

We believe that the command to give the gospel to the world is
clear and unmistakable and that this commission was given to the
churches; that Jesus has commissioned His churches to go into all the
world, to bring the gospel message to every person, to bring all who
will into a local church, and to train them to observe all that He has
commanded us; that God has empowered His churches to perform this
work; that men cannot believe unto salvation unless they hear the
gospel told to them in a way that they can understand; that God
instructs his churches to send out particular individuals to do particu-
lar works, and that He reveals His will in these matters to the local church
body as a whole as well as to the person He is calling.
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THE GRACE OF GIVING

We believe God’s plan of finance to be the tithes and offerings,
and that scriptural giving is one of the fundamentals of the Faith; that
God commands us to bring our gifts into the storehouse (the common
treasury of the church) upon the first day of the week; that under grace
we give, and do not pay, the tithe; that Abraham gave tithes to Jesus
Christ four hundred years before the law, and that this practice was
confirmed in the New Testament when Jesus said concerning the tithe,
“These ye ought to have done;” that we will blessed by God with an
increased capacity to give if we will step out by faith and give to Him.

Our Practice
Every believer is called by God to be a full-time minister of the

Gospel, to serve Him in a local, new testament church, and to represent
Christ twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, in our homes, at
our jobs, in our community, and anywhere else we might be found.
Therefore, the purpose of MBBC is to aid every member in their
personal ministries. Every ministry at MBBC is an opportunity for us
to improve spiritually and to serve God and others.

JESUS CHRIST

Jesus Christ is the head of the church (Ephesians 5:23). He expects
every church to follow His leadership. Thus, at MBBC we honestly
seek the Lord’s will in everything we do. That makes us a theocracy,
God ruled, rather than a democracy, autocracy, oligarchy, or any other
type of government.

HOLY SPIRIT

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to administrate the affairs of the church.
Thus, we should do likewise, and seek His leadership. The Holy Spirit
has guided church decisions from the very beginning. Notice in Acts
13:2-4, the Holy Spirit told the prophets and teachers of the church at
Antioch that Barnabus and Saul were being called to do a work. This
is typical of how the Holy Spirit administrates the work of Christ in the
church.
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PASTOR

The Holy Spirit appoints men, called overseers, in the church to
guide and instruct the congregation (Acts 20:28). These men are
responsible to oversee or supervise the work of Christ in the lives of
the church members. The office of the bishop, or pastor, is for
experienced men, appointed by God, and who meet the qualifications
cited in First Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9. The work of this office is
a big responsibility, and those in position of oversight must give
account to God (Hebrews 3:17).

DEACONS

Another group of ordained men, called deacons, must meet similar
qualifications and be appointed by the Holy Spirit (First Timothy 3:8-
13). The work of the deacon, in addition to proclaiming the Word of God
(Acts 6:8-15), includes supervising the physical aspect of church
affairs (Acts 6:1-6).

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS

At MBBC, the Lord has guided us to provide a staff of leaders
called ministry team leaders. Every member of the church has a ministry
team leader. These leaders are a further extension of pastoral oversight
to ensure that every member is receiving a ministry and challenge to
grow and to serve. The pastoral staff of MBBC wants every member
to reach their fullest potential in Christ.

MINISTRY LEADERS

In addition to ministry team leaders, many church members
provide leadership over various ministries and activities that minister
to specific needs and interests. All members are encouraged to assume
some responsibility in church ministries to aid in personal spiritual
growth as well as to provide ministry for the spiritual needs of others.

MEMBERSHIP

Every member of the church is here because God added us to this
particular body. Notice that Acts 2:47 says, “...the Lord added to the
church....”Only God knows which church is best for us. That’s why
First Corinthians 12:18 says, “But now hath God set the members every
one of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him.” God added you to
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MBBC as a special member to our body. First Corinthians 12:14-27
explains that as a member of a body you have something to contribute.
You have a talent or gift that you need to use. We are eager to see what
you will do!

BAPTISM

In addition to serving Christ in a ministry of the church, there are
two ordinances which the Lord has instructed us to observe as a
church. The first ordinance is baptism. The Lord requires that every
believer be baptized after they are saved, being immersed in water, by
an authorized representative of His church. Only after a believer is
baptized, will the Lord add him to a church (Acts 2:41).

LORD’S SUPPER

The second ordinance to observe in the church is the Lord’s
Supper, also called communion. First Corinthians 11:23-29, describes
this ordinance. We observe the Lord’s supper in remembrance of what
Christ has done for us, His death and resurrection, and His covenant
with us. This ordinance is a very serious and important time of personal
reflection, renewing commitments, and surrendering all to Christ.
Notice in First Corinthians 11:30 that those who did not regard the
Lord’s supper as important were chastised by the Lord with ill health.
Since the Bible does not tell us when to take communion, we wait for
the Lord to invite us. When it is time to observe this ordinance, the Lord
confirms it in each of our hearts.

Our Ministries
• Northwest Arkansas Bible Institute (NABI)
• Children’s Church
• Collegiate Discipleship Ministry
• Discipleship Ministry
• Drama ministry
• Education Ministry
• Equipment maintenance
• Facility maintenance
• Family Ministry
• Fayetteville Christian School
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• Financial ministries
• Leadership Training Institute
• Media Ministry
• Ministry Teams
• Music Ministry
• Nursing home ministry
• Outreach Ministry
• Radio (KOFC)
• Printing Ministry
• Sound studio ministry
• Tape Ministry
• Youth Ministry

Our Responsibilities
! Encourage personal growth in the Lord.
! Sunday night Bible study.
! Serve each other.
! Tithe.
! Help pay for and maintain buildings.
! Don’t criticize or gossip.
! Share ideas and talents to make improvements.
! Pick-up trash in and around buildings.
! Love God, and encourage others to do likewise.
! Assemble together during services.
! Wednesday evening prayer.
! Participate in a ministry.
! Support missions.
! Participate in evangelism.
! Do compliment.
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! Turn off lights.
! Fulfill your church covenant.
! Regular personal and family devotionals

Our Facilities
MBBC has facilities at two locations. The church assembly

building and the educational buildings are located at 2006 Mission
Boulevard. The majority of all ministries and activities are conducted
here. The Collegiate Ministry has an additional facility located at 820
W. Maple across the street from the University. Many of the college
oriented activities occur here. Be sure to ask your Ministry Team
Leader for a tour of the facilities.

Our Covenant

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to
receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour,

And on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in
the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost,

We do now, in the presence of God, angels, and this
assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant
with one another, as one body in Christ.

We therefore engage, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk
together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement
of this church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort;

To promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship,
ordinances, discipline, and doctrines;

To contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the
ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor,
and the spread of the gospel through all nations.
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We also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; to
religiously educate our children; to seek the salvation
of our kindred and acquaintances;

To walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our
dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in
our deportment;

To avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger;

To abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating drinks as a
beverage, and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the
kingdom of our Saviour. We further engage to watch
over one another in brotherly love;

To remember each other in prayer; to aid each other in
sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in
feeling and courtesy in speech;

To be slow to take offense, but always ready for reconciliation,
and mindful of the rules of our Saviour to secure it without
delay.

We moreover engage that we will be true to our calling here
and will not leave unless called by the Holy Spirit to
another ministry where we will, as soon as possible,
unite with some other church, where we can carry out
the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s
Word.

Entered into by the charter members of Mission Boulevard Baptist
Church during organizational services on October 27, 1975.
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Our Calling

Ambassadors for Christ

When we become Christians, we are changed. Our values, our
goals, our desires, and our destinies change when Jesus becomes our
Lord and Savior. Thus, our outlook on life should be completely
different from that of the world. Second Corinthians 5:17-21 declares
the fundamental mission for every Christian. In verse 17, we see that
what is about to be said applies to all believers in Christ. We are new
creatures. We have a new perspective on life and the world. In verse
18, the change in us has been a work of God. God has changed two areas
of our lives: (1) our relationship with Him and (2) our relationship with
people. He has reconciled us to Himself, and He has commissioned us
to reconcile others to Him (Second Corinthians 4:5, Matthew 5:9). Verse
19 tells us that God was in Christ reconciling the world and that He has
given to us the Word of reconciliation (the Gospel). Our duty is to share
the Word of reconciliation with others. This is the work God has given
to each of us. It is our number one responsibility. Verse 20 declares that
we are ambassadors for Christ. An ambassador is a full time represen-
tative of one nation to another nation. Therefore, no matter where we
are, whether at home, at school, at work, in the community, or at church,
we are to represent Jesus Christ. We are citizens of the kingdom of
heaven on earth for the purpose of representing our King. We are left
here to fulfill our Lord’s will. He came to seek and to save that which
was lost, therefore, we are to do likewise (Luke 19:10). God reaches out
to people through our witness of Him. Verse 21 tells us that God calls
people to be reconciled because He has made provision for reconcili-
ation in Jesus Christ. We are, therefore, full time representatives of
Christ. All of our decisions should be based upon how to best serve
God. All that we do should be to further His purposes and honor Him
(First Corinthians 10:31-33). To use our lives in this way is only
reasonable because of who God is and what He has done for us (First
Timothy 6:13-16; Second Corinthians 5:10; Romans 12:1-2; Galatians
2:20). To give Jesus Christ less than first place in our life is to insult Him
(Malachi 1:7-10). We do not work or wait to become ambassadors of
Christ. We are ambassadors the moment we surrender our lives to
Christ. The issue of our lives is: are we effective ambassadors. An
effective ambassador is one who represents those who send him. We
are responsible to represent the goals, the motivation, the culture, the
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values, and the methods of Jesus Christ. Becoming an effective
representative requires full dedication to the task of becoming a good
ambassador (Second Peter 1:5-7). We must resist the pressures upon
us to conform to this world rather than to Christ (Galatians 5:17; First
Peter 5:8-9). The goal of our church is to provide for you every possible
means to aid you as an ambassador for Christ and to provide oppor-
tunities of ministry by which you can minister to more people more
effectively.

Our Embassy
Because we are ambassadors of Christ in a world that for the most

part rejects Him, God has provided for us an embassy. During Christ’s
time on the earth, He established the institution known to us today as
the local New Testament church. The church is the embassy of the
kingdom of heaven on earth. Because the work of Christ is the most
important mission in the world, the church is the most important
institution in the world. No other organization has been given the
privilege or the responsibility to serve as the embassy of Jesus Christ.
Following are some additional reasons why the church is so important.

1. The church was established personally by Jesus Christ
(Matthew 16:18). No other organization can validly make this
claim.

2. Jesus Christ loves His church (Ephesians 5:25).
3. He gave His life for the church (Acts 20:28). Because our Lord

regards the church so highly, we should also esteem it.
4. The church is God’s instrument for preserving the truth of the

Gospel (First Timothy 3:15; Matthew 16:19). Other organiza-
tions will eventually go astray from the truth, but there will
always be local churches remaining faithful.

5. The church is God’s organization for spreading the Gospel of
Christ. The apostles were the first ones in the church, and the
great commission (to teach all nations) was given to them
(First Corinthians 12:28; Matthew 28:16-20). Paul was called
to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles and was sent out by the
church of Antioch (Acts 26:15-18; Acts 13:1-4).

6. In the church, God provides everything a Christian needs for
spiritual growth (Ephesians 4:1-16). The Scriptures teach that
in the church, God provides leadership, proper environment,



25

Member Orientation

and instruction for Christians to grow and become effective
ambassadors for Christ. Although the church is frequently
looked down upon in our culture, it is still the institution Jesus
Christ intends to use to fulfill His purposes (Ephesians 3:10-
11).

In view of the importance of the church, it is no wonder the
Scripture commands us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together (Hebrews 10:24-25). Because the church is so important, it is
essential to know what the church is.

The word church, like many words, can be used either in a specific
sense to indicate a particular church, or it can be used generically to
indicate the collection of all individual churches. The Bible often uses
the word church generically.

The word church is translated from the Greek word ecclesia which
means, “a called out assembly.” The most common usage of the word
ecclesia was in reference to “a group of citizens of a city who meet to
carry on the business of that city.” When the Lord said He would build
His ecclesia, He was indicating that He would establish His own
organization to conduct His business. Obviously, not every organiza-
tion that calls itself a church is the kind of institution Jesus established.
Thus, a church is, “a group of Scripturally baptized believers,
covenanted together to do the work of the Lord, having received the
power and authority to do the work of the church from another true
church, and holding to the doctrines and practices of the New Testa-
ment.”

There are some who think the word church in the Bible refers to
“all believers,” but there is no Biblical basis for changing the meaning
of ecclesia from “a called out assembly” to “all believers.” Such a
change in meaning confuses the church with the family of God. For a
closer examination of what the church is, read Dr. Briney’s booklet
titled, The Local, Visible Church.

In view of the eternal importance of the responsibilities of the
church, it is essential that the church operate effectively. The church
has the responsibility to communicate the Gospel to every person so
that everyone will have the opportunity to be reconciled to God.
Therefore, the church is not a social club. God has clearly set forth in
the Bible His plan for the administration and operation of the church.
The church is a theocracy not a democracy. Jesus is the head of the
church (Ephesians 5:23), and the Holy Spirit is the administrator. When
Jesus was on earth in the flesh, He guided the church. He directed all
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of its activities. The Scriptures tell us in chapters 14, 15, and 16 of John
that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to take His place when He went back to
the Father. The Holy Spirit is now the appointed administrator of the
church on behalf of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit adds people
to the church (First Corinthians 12:28) and selects people for positions
of responsibility such as the pastor (Acts 20:28). Therefore, church
leaders should be respected (Hebrews 13:7, 17).

The Holy Spirit should direct all of the church’s activities. This
means that the church is responsible to discern the will of the Spirit of
God and to carry out that will. To protect the church from deceptive
spirits, God gave us the Bible. First Timothy 3:16 tells us that, “All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.…” The
Bible is our standard for what to believe and how to live, and the Holy
Spirit never contradicts It (First Corinthians 14:33). He will never lead
us contrary to the Scriptures. Therefore, the Bible is our final authority
for knowing God’s will. The better we know and understand the Bible
and submit ourselves to the Holy Spirit’s leadership, the better we will
know and understand the will of God for ourselves and our church.

Our Church
God intends for local churches to meet the spiritual needs of their

members. This is an important responsibility, not to be taken lightly,
because, first of all, God expects His churches to obey Him, second, the
spiritual well-being of the congregations is at stake, and third, the work
of winning souls to Christ requires active churches. The Bible speaks
plainly on the role and importance of the local church. Read carefully
the following verses and comments concerning the local church.
Ephesians 4:11-14. This passage presents four purposes of the local

church. Verse 12 states the first three. The first purpose, is to
perfect the saints. Perfection does not mean flawless. It means to
become mature. God adds us to a local church to mature us.
Second, God intends for the work of the ministry to be done by
believers in the local church. Third, the local church is for our
edification. That means we receive encouragement, strength, and
support by the fellowship it provides. Fourth, in verse 14, God
adds us to a local church to protect us, to provide spiritual stability
and safety.

First Timothy 3:15. The church is referred to as the house of God. There
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is a special presence of God’s Spirit dwelling in each local church.
Also, it is described as the pillar and ground of the truth. This
denotes that the church, each local church throughout the world,
is the platform for upholding and proclaiming truth. This is God’s
choice for where the Word of God, the Bible, is to be taught and
defended.

Ephesians 5:23. Christ is the head of the church. He is her leader and
master. Also, He is the protector and provider of His bride.
Ephesians 5:25,29. Christ loves the church, and gave Himself for
her.

Ephesians 5:26-27. He wants His church to be sanctified, cleansed,
glorious, without spot or wrinkle, holy, and without blemish, to
present to Himself.

Matthew 28:18-20. This passage is referred to as the Great Commission.
In verses 19 & 20, Jesus commands His church to do four things.
The first is to GO, then to TEACH, next to BAPTIZE, and finally
again to TEACH. This is how Christ intends for His work to
continue on. We must, “GO,” that is, we must take the Gospel to
others, not wait for them to come to us and ask. Second, we must
teach the lost about their need for salvation and the importance
of following Christ. Third, all Christians should be baptized and
added to a local church. Fourth, these baptized believers need to
be taught to observe, or to do, everything Jesus told us and
expects us to do. This, “Great Commission” of Christ to His church,
is how Jesus wants us to do the work of reconciliation, and He
commands us with all the authority granted to Him (verse 18).

Matthew 16:18. No other institution on the face of the earth has been
given such a promise as the church has received from Christ.
Nothing can destroy the institution of the church, not even the
gates of hell. The Old Testament describes how the mighty men
of a city, who had influence and authority, sat at the gates of the
city. By referring to the gates of hell, Jesus is saying that even the
mighty, influential demons of hell cannot destroy the church. The
Lord considers His church to be more important than any other
institution, organization, government, association, etc. in the
world. We should consider it, just as important.

Ephesians 3:21. God wants to be glorified in the church. Therefore, the
place to serve and worship God is in the fellowship of a church.

Hebrews 10:24-25. One way to provoke others to love and good works
is to encourage them to assemble. Our presence at a church service
is important to others as well as to ourselves. The church fellow-
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ship encourages, strengthens, refreshes, and helps us maintain
our walk with the Lord. As the day of Christ’s return approaches
our society will become increasingly wicked, and we will be
exposed to greater influences of sin. Therefore, we need to
assemble more often as “the day approaches”, in order to maintain
a godly life and perspective.

Your Church
Mission Boulevard Baptist Church is your church. God added you

to this body of believers. He added each one us in particular to
participate as a team. Your participation is vital to the work of MBBC.
As church members, we have pledged to obey the Biblical principles
of godly living and doctrine. As a church, our covenant specifies some
of the particulars that we agree to abide by believing that we can do a
better job for the Lord by doing these things together, such as
attending services, promoting good will, tithing, and maintaining
personal devotionals. You have a talent that God wants you to use here.
You may be a helper or an organizer. Maybe, you are a musician or a
mechanic. Whatever you can do, God added you because MBBC
needs your ministry. You have a responsibility waiting for you. Active
participation will result in personal gratification, growth, and support
in the fulfilling the Great Commission.

Your Ministry
Your personal role in the great commission is vital. Christ commis-

sioned His disciples to repeat their training process with others in
Matthew 28:19-20 saying, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen.” As a result, every disciple carries the responsibility of
repeating the training with new disciples. By doing so, the ministry of
Christ multiplies throughout the earth. We see this described in Acts
6:7 where it is said that the Word of God increased and the number of
the disciples multiplied.

Multiplication occurs as each disciple trains another disciple.
From one disciple come two. From these two come four. From these four
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come eight, then sixteen, then thirty-two, sixty-four, one hundred
twenty-eight, and so on. After ten years of multiplying disciples
without drop outs, there will be 1,024 disciples. After twenty-five years,
there will be over thirty-three million (33,000,000) disciples. The entire
world’s population could be reached within thirty-three years begin-
ning with you. However, the numbers only double when everyone
becomes a participant. Obviously, most do not become participants.
Thus, your participation is all the more critical. If you do not participate,
someone else will not be trained to be a disciple. In fact, the subsequent
disciples of four, eight, sixteen, etc., will never happen.

As a Christian, you know the importance of Christ’s message and
the desperate need of lost souls. You know the fulfillment that Christ
promises to those who live in Him. Therefore, you know that the only
correct thing for you to do is to prepare yourself to disciple others.
Discipling others is for everyone. It is not difficult. It involves three
simple steps: (1) prayer, (2) friendship, and (3) training. The first two
steps are easy enough, but most doubt their ability to train someone
else. Put your mind at ease. You train a disciple by your example and
by your conversation as you spend time together. Take him to Bible
studies and to seminars where both of you can learn God’s Word. Share
with him tapes, videos, books, articles, memory verses, and devotional
thoughts. Arrange to visit one of the leaders in the church to share the
lessons of follow-up, new member orientation, and Christian Growth
with both of you. Discipleship is just living for Christ and sharing your
life with someone else. You can do it with it your children, family, and
friends.

The discipleship process repeats itself through four steps: (1)
salvation, (2) immediate follow-up, (3) church orientation, and (4)
Christian growth. As you experience growth as a Christian, your love
for God increases, your knowledge of His Word increases, your
development of godly character increases, you ability in ministry skills
increases, your commitment to Christ increases, and your burden for
souls increases. You will have opportunities to share the Gospel and
lead someone to the Lord! This will initiate another cycle of ministry
in a new Christian’s life. The four steps of discipleship repeat them-
selves as people are saved and new disciples participate in the
Christian growth process. As a new member in the church, you have
followed the Lord in baptism, been empowered to be a witness for
Christ, and publicly announced your commitment to serve Christ. Be
faithful to your Lord, and allow Him to use you to strengthen the
ministry of His church.
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Review
Can you answer the following questions?

1. What is the purpose of church ministry, and what is
your role?

2. Why is it important for church members to understand
and make a commitment to uphold the church
covenant?

3. What do you think bonds church members together?

Your ministry for Christ will be a blessing to you and to others
if you are faithful to pursue it. It should involve continuous
training and application. Though your ministry will not be just
like someone else’s, it is nonetheless important. God wants to
use you, souls are depending on you, and saints are counting
on you. Look for ways to minister to your family, your friends,
your community, and the world. For continued Christian
growth training in doctrine, character, and ministry skills meet
with your ministry team leader or the MBBC discipleship
director. To learn how to be a disciple and how to disciple
others, request the book, Multiply Your Life in Christ!

To begin a ministry to others right away, answer the
following questions:

1.  What people do you know who might be interested in a
Bible study or coming to church?
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2.  What people would you like to have information sent to
describing the church, Bible studies, and other

ministries?

3.  Circle the names of those you would enjoy ministering
to.

4.  Begin praying for them.

5.  Invite them to church or to arrange for a visit with a
church leader.
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Other books published by the Mission Blvd. Baptist Church.
(Also on the web at www.mbbc.us)

Apologetics
1. Answers for Skeptics
2. Bible Answers to Questions (Over 450 questions)
3. Salvation by Grace
4. Convincing the Gainsayers: Deity of Jesus Christ
5. Convincing the Gainsayers: Save by Grace
6. Tongues from Heaven
7. Biblical Predestination: A Critique of Calvinism
8. Crucifixion Wednesday

Evangelism (The Gospel Truth Series)

Use in homes, Sunday school, or for correspondence))
1. Knowing God Personally
2. Designed to be Spiritual
3. The Reason for Human Suffering
4. God is the Answer
5. You Can be Saved
6. The Born Again Experience

Follow-up
1. Facts for New Christians
2. Follow-up Lessons for Spiritual Growth

Church
1. MBBC Church Member Orientation Book
2. The Local, Visible Nature of the Church
3. Understanding the New Testament Church
4. Finding the Right Church
5. MBBC Discipleship

Christian Growth
1. Bible Concepts (Christian Growth series)
2. Multiply! Your Life for Christ (220 page training book
3. Knowing God’s Will
4. The Tabernacle Testimony of Jesus Christ
5. Revival and the Pastor’s Dream Congregation
6. Bible Study Method
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